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CONFIDENTIAL. 


Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Egypt. 


Part LX. 


No. 1. 

Admiralty to Foreign Office.—(Received January 1, 1902.) 


(Confidential.) 

Sir, Admiralty, December 31,1901. 

WITH reference to the Confidential Memorandum of the 19th December, 1901, 
transmitting a copy telegram from Lord Cromer relative to the proposed connection 
of Port Said with the Egyptian Railway system, I am commanded by the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint you, for the information of the Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, that until the site of the proposed terminus station at 
Port Said is settled it is difficult for my Lords to decide definitely in detail the points 
that may require to he considered. 

2. I am, however, to inclose a plan which shows the position of land belonging to 
the Admiralty, and Navy House and Navy Cottage, also Admiralty property, all facing 
the Canal. 

3. On the assumption that it may be intended to make some means of communi¬ 
cation from the railway terminus to the canal front, the particular point to be borne 
in mind, so far as Admiralty interests are concerned, is that such communication 
should not be made along a route which would in any way affect the full and complete 
use for all naval purposes of the existing wharf frontage of any of the Admiralty 
property. 

4t. A co[>v of this letter has been sent to the Commander in-ehief, Mediterranean, 
with instructions to direct the Senior Naval Officer, Port Said, to indicate to Lord 
Cromer any other special points it may be desirable to consider. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) H. J. VAN S ITT ART NEALE. 


No. 2. 

The Earl of Cromer to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received January 3.) 

(No. 2.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, January 3, 1902. 

SOME serious strikes have occurred in Cairo lately, one amongst the cigarette- 
rollers being of a specially grave character. I cannot well explain the somewhat 
lengthy details to your Lordship by telegraph, but I may state generally that street 
tumults have taken place, and that, unless great prudence is exercised, we shall bo 
confronted with a very awkward question in the form of a contest between European— 
especially Greek—workmen on the one hand, as opposed to native workmen on the 
other hand. 

The Greek Consul-General—whose position in this matter has been one of much 
difficulty—consented, at the urgent request of the local authorities, to exile some 
[1527] B 















. ,, , ■. -i i T?nnv nf these have heen arrested* 

*• - 

recei“Ttta“ 1 .e is 3bU P^oed a^sUhe —r. Go _ t 

Minister for Foreign Affairs should, ) P ^ maintenance of public order m 
the Egyptian authorities, Gov^n- 

measures may become necessary -thout 

their co-operation. 

(Confidenti^L) ^ ^ ^wbef Greek ^Government^in^ot^uppm'th^^their ^iepre- 

^ t MMKl very probably be the cause at senous trouble 
hCre i have repeated this telegram to His Majesty’s Minister at Athens. 


No. 3. 

Foreign Office to War Office . 

(Confidential.) Foreign Office, January 3,1902. 

Sir ’ t HAVE laid before the Marquess of ^"^nylp^al ™sons 
inquiring whether his Lordship consic e . larger contribution towards the 

87,0001.' which has heen paid annually in 

re ° C to&sdowne has consulted His Majesty’s ^db 

on this subject, and has pointed out Mother 

has heen necessitated by the South Afnc ’ nse i ncU rred might not reasonably 

some contribution more commensurate with the expense meurre 

d So 

existing arrangements. j am &c 

(Signed) 1 ’ T. H. SANDERSON. 


No. 4. 

The Earl of Cromer to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—{Received January 4.) 

(No. 3.) _ Cairo, January 4,1902. 

(Telegvapl i ic•) ^ , to press the Spanish Government again for a reply on the 

^Kct^olntmentot 

1901^' 11 The Settlement of* th^s^atter would strengthen the position of the Greek 
Agent here ^vrith lS Government, and at the present juncture I should bo glad it tins 
result could be brought about. 


* See Purt LIX, No. 59. 


f Treasury, December 50, 189?. 


2 * 


No. 2 a. 

» 

Sir E. Egerton to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received January 3.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Athens, January 3, 1902. 

WITH reference to Lord Cromer’s telegram to your Lordship No. 2 of the 
3rd instant, I have made a strong representation to Foreign Minister, who will, 1 
trust, modify the instructions sent to the Greek Consul-General at Cairo. M. Zamus, 
however, could not tell me offhand what the precise nature of these fresh instructions 
would be until he had read reports which he had just received from M. Grypans. 


No. 2 B. 

Sir E. Egerton to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received January 3.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Alliens, January 3, 1902. 

WITH reference to my previous telegram of this day’s date, I am informed by 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs that, in the desire to meet the wishes of His 
Majesty's Government, he has authorized Hellenic Consul-General at Cairo bj 
telegraph to assent to the Greek subjects, whose presence there is considered to be a 
source of danger to public order, being expelled from Egypt. 


B* 


|1527] 
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No. 5. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir E. Egerton. 

(No. 1.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, January 4, 1902. 

WITH reference to Lord Cromer’s telegram No. 2 of the 3rd January and your 
telegrams Nos. 1 and 2 of the same date : I approve you] 1 action as reported in your 
telegram No. 1. 

You should earnestly impress on the Greek Government the importance of 
their co-operating with the Egyptian Government and Lord Cromer to prevent any 
risk of disturbances of a serious nature between the Europeans and natives, for the 
interests of all concerned. The consequences of such disturbances might he very 
serious. 

It is possible that we may he obliged to resort to measures of a vigorous 
nature; in the event of which we should much prefer that they should be taken 
with the Greek Government’s support and concurrence. 


No. 6. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir M. Durand. 

(No. 1.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office , January 5, 1902. 

RE FE ERIN G to my despatch No. 90 of the 27th November of last year, I 
have to inform you that Lord Cromer has asked that representations may again he 
made to the Spanish Government urging them to consent to the appointment of a 
Judge on the Mixed Court of Appeal by the Greek Government. 

There is great need for the co-operation of the Greek Government in taking 
steps for the repression of agitation among Greek subjects in Egypt for strikes, 
which may lead to serious trouble between Europeans and native inhabitants if not 
checked. 

In the general interest it is important that this Concession should, without 
further delay, be made to Greece. You should make a confidential representation, 
in this sense to the Spanish Government. 


No. 7. 

The Earl of Cromer to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received January 6, 1902.) 

(No. 165.) 

My Lord, Cairo , December 20, 1901. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith— 

(1) A Khedivial Decree fixing the revenue and expenditure of the Egyptian. 
Administration for 1902 ; 

(2) A note from the Finance Committee to the Council of Ministers, submitting- 
the estimates for 1902; 

(3) A note by Mr. Gorst explaining and commenting upon these estimates.* 

I propose to reserve my observations on the various aspects of the Budget for my 
annual Report; your Lordship will, howover, observe that the total revenue is estimated 
at £E. 11,060,000, and the total expenditure at £E. 10,850,000, leaving a surplus of 
CE. 210,000 at the disposal of the Government, which surplus is added to the Special 
deserve Fund. 

The estimated revenue of £ E. 11,060,000 is composed of £E. 10,844,000, repre¬ 
senting the actual receipts, and of £E. 216,000 granted from the General Reserve Fund 
under an arrangement arrived at some years ago with the Caisse de la Dette. 

The estimated expenditure (£E. 10,850,000) is composed cf £ E. 9,900,000, repre¬ 
senting the actual expenditure of the Government, including the interest on the Debt; 
of £E. 66,000, paid to the Sinking Fund of the Guaranteed Loan; of £E. 265,000 
paid to the Conversion Economies Fund ; and of £E. 619,000, which is the share of the 
General Reserve Fund in the surplus of revenue over expenditure. 

From the figures given above your Lordship will perceive that the real revenue is 

* Not printed. 
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p-p 9 900 000 , the balance of£E. 944,000 
£E. 10,844,000, and the real expenditur • ^ f the Guaranteed Loan, the 

being divided, as stated, between the, Smkmg land ot^ ^ of the Caiase de la 
Conversion Economies Fund, the Gener their share of the 

Dette-who, however, actuaUy ^/l^fooo-and the Special Reserve Fund 
surplus £E. 619,000, less the giant ot * ^ > 

which is paid into the Egyptian Treasury. j have, &c 

(Signed) CROMER. 


No. 8. 

ne Earl of Cromer to ike Marquess of UtnsAmne. -(Received January 8 .) 

(No. 4.) Cairo , January 8 , 1902. 

(Telegraphic.) P- on the 19th ultimo, I have now the 

IN continuation of my telegra • , been arrived at between the 

honour to inform your Lo f ®H^Canaf Company as regards the Port Said Railway 
Egyptian Government and the Suez Gan \ j harbour The latter, however, 

and the works connected with the ! to sell a piece of land belonging 

cannot be executed unless the Admiialty will co ^ hoI J oul . t0 forward to your 

« thiS ‘ "*** Whi °"’ 1 Ventoe ‘° aSk ’ ^ 

be submitted to the Admiralty. 


No. 9. 

The Earl of Cromer to the Marquees of Lansiomne. -{Received January 13.) 

(No. 1. Secret.) Cairo, January 2, 1902. 

MyI fHAD hoped that, under the Arrangemen^ ™ been 

conditions under which British othccisi wei t() gay that suc h is not the case, 

finallv and satisfactorily settled. I »<-*g * „ ’ connec ted with this subject. These, I 

i need not enter into the whole ot the deb”« coininuni cation with the 

understand, have been fully explained >y r illustrations of the way in which the 

authorities of the War Office. I inclose, 1however, as 11 us i Lieute nant-Colonel 

present system works, two Memoranda dea mgjrecently given by the War 

wiain,y ,e;ive ,he 

Egyptian army, and others will shortly grea t importance. 

The question involved is one of mu -1 y authorities of the British War 

On the other hand, it is obviously impossible foil he organization of the 

Office to agree to any proposals which clash seriously with the s eneiai o 

British army. . . ur Lordship that, unless a solution 

On the other hand, it is m\ dutj to su y • , c i rcU mstances existing in Egypt 

of this problem can be found which will P hesitation in saying, will 

and in the Soudan, a situation will be created which, 1 nave no 

be fraught with danger. tn hear in mind the main facts with 

I beg His Majesty’s Government most ea J™* 1 * 1 ^ at a U events on the surface, gone 
which we have to deal. Of recent y eais > nia . ’ j w vei .y artificial is the system 

so prosperous in this country that Speaking more 

Which has been built up since the f' ‘ an enormous tract of country 
especially ot the Soudan, »e are endeavo - b mainly to rely on an army com- 
wilh the aid of a mere handful of]British.troop^^“ilptian^nny has already 
posed of-Mahommedans and ofticeicd > .mniociatcd in England hoiv very 

mutinied once; 1 doubt whether it is a“al n o n^soine two yea,4 

E!' U Sl is unpopular 
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amongt the Egyptian officers and men; that the numerous Pan-Islamic newspapers which 
are published in Cairo are ever willing to foster and encourage any discontent which may 
exist; and that the army is greatly under the influence of the Khedive, whose friendship 
can be as little relied upon as bis judgment. . 

Moreover, it is not merely in respect to army discipline that the situation of the 
Soudan presents some special features, which bear on the question now under discussion. 
Although efforts are being made to create a Civil Service in the Soudan, the principal 
agents for carrying on the administration of the country must, for some years to come, tie 
military officers. If we are to keep the somewhat turbulent population of the Soudan quiet 
with the help of only a single battalion of thoroughly trustworthy troops, and if we are to 
encounter the difficulties which will certainly tend to increase as Europeans, intent on 
commercial gain, begin to flock to the country ; as well as those arising from the presence 
of missionaries, to whose demands we shall not improbably, sooner or later, have to yield, 
it is in my opinion-essential that we should, by reasonably good government, allay any 
general discontent amongst the masses of the people. Now, every day the conclusion is 
forced on me that the popularity of our rule depends, more than on anything else, on the 
presence in each district of one or two qualified British officers. Inhere the Egyptian 
officials are left to themselves, complaints are rife. Almost the same may be said where 
the British officers, through ignorance of the language or want of knowledge of the country, 
fall, often unconsciously but almost always inevitably, into the hands of their Egyptian 
subordinates. On the other hand, where thfe British officials are experienced and possess 
some adequate knowledge of the language, everything goes well. 

I can assure your Lordship that we arc conducting a hazardous experiment in the 
Soudan. I doubt whether any other nation in Europe could or would, under the pre¬ 
scribed conditions, even attempt such a task. Moreover, it is to be borne in mind that 
in matters of this sort a great deal can be done with money. One of the prescribed 
conditions, however, is that, beyond a small sum paid for the single battalion stationed at 
Khartoum, no charge is to be thrown on the British Treasury. 

I most fully recognize the desirability, more especially at the present moment, of 
making no demands on the Treasury, and I have, under circumstances of no slight 
difficulty, prevented any such demands being made. But I do most earnestly beg that 
the responsibilities of the Sirdar and myself, which are already sufficiently onerous, shall 
not be increased by withholding from us the one form of assistance which I cannot but 
think the home authorities can afford ,—1 will not say without inconyenience, but, at all 
events, with an amount of dislocation of existing arrangements which appears trifling as 
compared to the risks to be encountered by insufficient recognition of the special 
situation with which we have to deal in Egypt and in the Soudan. I trust that I shall be 
excused for speaking strongly on this subject. 

I feel strongly about it, and I feel, moreover, that 1 should be failing in my duty 
if I did not lay my opinions very frankly before His Majesty’s Government; and my 
deliberate opinion is that we shall be incurring a serious risk unless we can devise some 
plan which will not only permit, but will even encourage officers, who have once gained 
experience in the Soudan, to remain there. 

Is it not possible to devise such a system without seriously dislocating the existing 
Regulations of the British army ? I cannot but hope that the difficulties are not 
insuperable. I am not sufficiently acquainted with the organization ol the British army 
to be able to suggest a scheme in detail. Might it, however, not be possible to 
allow officers, after having served for seven years in the Egyptian army, to go on 
lialf-pay, and then, instead of being merely eligible for promotion as at present, to 
be promoted, whilst remaining on in the Egyptian army, after a definite number of years’ 
service ? 

I merely throw this out as a plan which occurs to me. I do not doubt that more 
competent authorities would be able to devise some better plan. 

I venture to commend this important matter to the earnest consideration of your 
Lordship and of the Secretary of State for War; and 1 venture further to express 
a hope that, pending a general settlement, measures may be taken to induce Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ravenscroft and Lieutenant-Colonel Peake to remain in the service of the Egyptian 
Government. 

I have for long thought that the system now in force, which was inaugurated when 
the Egyptian army was first created, could not last. Indeed, it has only lasted so long 
owing to the very conciliatory spirit in which the War Office authorities have met the 
representations of the Sirdar, or his predecessors, and mysell in special cases. But I think 
that the time has now arrived when the whole question should be seriously taken up, with 
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Soudan. Iliave)&c ; n nH C D 

(Signed) CROMER. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 9. 

/■. , r ■ t rnlnnel) H. V. Ravenscroft’s Case. 

Memorandum respecting Breoet-Magor (local Ueutenant-Colonel) 

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL RAVENSCROFT has completed seven yea.s wtth » 

^nrS'elthec return V! 

Me,n S^"“,to g C to n tr.lerrhrL Prejudice his advancement that 

princlpl^ govei'nlnsl thTconsideration^f^ranting 5 ^^ rank to^ollicers of British service 

* — 

army, going on Half-l=ay List, with unccrtam 
promotion. ^ ^ ow „ interest to return to the British service, and that is 

not in accordance with the spirit or atm of the agreement. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 9. 

Memorandum respecting Lieutenant-Colonel Peake’s Case. 

MAJOR PEAKE completes seven years with the Egypt™ 1 ( "™ y paraph 
he must either return to the British wjrw « *£« !‘fiL^an Ity). 
Memorandum of Conditions of Set vice o ' „ j icutenant-Colonelcy. 

lie is willing to do the latter .1 promoted to Half-Pay viz 

The Sirdar asked tor this promotion undei on ^ “ n(1 havin g heen two years 

1. As having served seven years in the L n ypti y 

u Major (Article 33, Royal Warrant). , . , iw cor tain appointments 

ta * siU a Lieutenant-Colonelcy 

with them. * , , • npnmo ti on will be considered as soon 

The War Office answer this by saying that his thc mles or principles 

as it might be thought advisable to do so withou P » . Bitish service serving 

governing the consideration of granting this rank to otticcis 

elsewhere. , Mnmoranduin, and is contrary to the 

This completely nullifies paragraph 3 of the ^ ‘ 

doctrine of special treatment for officers serving m thc pf-wn 


Si r M. Durand to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—{Received January 13.) 

(No. 1.) Madrid, January 8, 1902. 

My Lord, , iwp ; n t 0 f vour Lordship’s telegram 

1 HAVE the honour to report ttat on ^ . 1 , f t( , \ hc Minister of Stale, the 

spec ial °r e as oil s° ft) i r wSSirdcZ™ was ansious that the Spanish Government should 
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no longer delay their consent to the appointment of a Greek Judge on the Mixed Court 

of Appeal at Alexandria. . , , . , ~ 

I received to-day the reply of the Spanish Government, copy and translation ot 

which I have the honour to inclose. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. M. DURAND. 


Inclosure in No. 10. 

The Duke dc Almodovar to Sir M. Durand. 

(Translation.) 

Your Excellency, Ministry of State , Madrid, January 7, 190^. 

THE long delay which has occurred in replying to your Excellency s notes of the 
25th July and the 6th December last, relative to the adherence of Spain to Articles 3 and 
5 of the Project of Deform of the Law of the Mixed Tribunals of Egypt, should not be 
ascribed to a sentiment of indifference on the part of the Government of His Catholic 
Majesty towards so important a question, nor to an unjustifiable desire fo paralyse the 
normal working of said Judicial Administration, but purely to the difficulty of bringing 
into harmony, without previous consideration, the Project of Reform put forwaid by 
the Khedivial Government, and the interests which we consider as touching the Spanish 
nation. 

Fully alive to her duties of friendship towards the other Powers which toim pait 
of the international concert, and whose individual interests are common to all, provided 
they do not adversely affect the interests of any one Power, and animated by aconcuiatoiy 
spirit, which she has always demonstrated even at the cost of sacrifices, nevertheless, 
Spain does not consider it compatible with her dignity or her position in the political 
world, to assent to complete assimilation with the other nations who are to be lepresented 
by the Ninth Judge mentioned in the Egyptian Project of Reform. 

The exceptional importance of the material interests which the Greek nation 1ms at 
stake in Egypt, and the largely increased number of its sons established in. that country, 
fully justify and indeed prove the propriety, and even the necessity, of appointing a special 
Magistrate for the better protection of the Greeks before the Mixed t ribunals. Never¬ 
theless, this clear recognition of an indisputable fact, far from, weakening, rather 
strengthens the conviction of the Government of His Catholic Majesty as regards the 
position which belongs to the Spanish nation in these Courts, whose very ground and 
reason, though in some cases it may depend on thc preponderance of material interests, 
yet in others is based on the relative pre-eminence, which, as a matter of fact, is usually 
conferred by political importance, such as is admitted in favour of Spain in so many 
instances, and in so unequivocal a manner by the Powers which have the most influence 
in European affairs. It would not, therefore, appear to he an exaggerated pretension on 
the part of tills nation to aspire to a consideration next to that unanimously accoided to 
the Powers of first rank. 

The omission of such consideration in the Egyptian Project of Reform gave use, on 
the part of the Government of Ilis Catholic Majesty, to the firm resolution to lefuse 
their consent to the proposed alterations, except in exchange for the representation of 
Spain by a special Judge ou the Court of Second Instance (Court ot Appea) m such a 
manner as in their opinion befits the peculiar position of the country among the othei 

nations. , u .. . 

Nevertheless, in consideration of the repeated requests of the British and tie Ionic 
Governments, to whom they are united by sentiments of close and . cordial filends lip, and 
whose interests, far from wishing to injure, they are only too anxious to.assist m so far 
as thev may not be prejudicial to their own, as well as tor the reasons ot general policy 
previously set forth, the Spanish Government is willing to abandon this attitude, and, in 
spite of the initial omission, consents to give the desired adhesion without luilher delay. 
This adhesion, however, is to be absolutely dependent ou the granting of satisfaction such 
as, in their opinion, is due to them. Such satisfaction might well take the form o an 
amendment to the Project of Reform in the sense that the. nomination of the Ninth .Judge 
of the Court of Second Instance should lie alternately with Spain on the one hand, and 
with the other nations interested in the election of the said Judge on the other, the 
alternation to commence as soon as a vacancy should occur in the. appointment. 

1 have thc honour to communicate to your Excellency this solution of the ques¬ 
tion, which appears to me just and reasonable, in the assurance that the Government so 
worthily represented by you! Excellency at this Court, will support it with the 
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parties interested. ( Signe d) El Duque DE ALMOBOVAE EEL ElO. 


No. 11. 

Foreign Office to War Office. 


(Secret.) Foreign Office, January 18, 1902. 

Sir ’ I AM directed lay the Marquess of ^^Q^era/Xtoo * L which he calls 

" resard to the 

service of British officers in the Egyptian ao . illo . British officers who have 

service^ Q r ^ mer points l^^em^^there^ ami makes some suggestions as to 

th^manner in which this might he effected { the general question, steps 

Cromer ’ s despatoh t0 the 

favourable consideration o e eci am, r sanderS 0N. 


No. 12. 

Sir E. Egerton to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—{Received Jam y ) 


(No. 7.) Athens, January 7,1902. 

My ’in’ answer to your Lordship's telegrams Nob. 1 aud^iofthe «h aud 6th 

I have the honour to report that I ^ in the interests at order 

Affairs the importance attached by His :M and the Egyptian Government 

to the co-operation of their A S eIL ^ 1 v H . an a have also expressed your Lordship s 

igasTTiSiX s— •> fe "•* - 

r— fjj s*s swr 

subject communicating the su 'f»™%“' 0 E w hen he objected to the summary stops 
aware of the extreme urgency of the case wnen 

advocated hy M. Grypans. p have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGEETON. 


No. 13. 

ne Earl cf Cromer to the Mar,urn of Lansdowne~(Received January 20.) 

(No. 2.) Cairo,,January 7,1902. ^ 

My Vh’aVE the honour to submit to I tele- 

trapb^te’your Lordship ^tS^ajes^Mimsteiat Athens afewdays % 

“““semal causes have contributed to bring about this result. 


* No. 9. 
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On the one hand, owing to the prevailing poverty in Italy and Greece ; to the 
rumours—which are often exaggerated—of the prosperous condition of Egypt; and to 
the fact that, during the last few years, a considerable number ol skilled European 
artisans have been employed at high wages on the Assouan and Assiout works, a large 
number of Greek and Italian workmen have flocked into Egypt. 

On the other hand, the native feeling as regards Europeans and their privileges 
has been undergoing a gradual hut very marked change during the last few years. 
The native of Egypt is no longer what he was when I first came to this country, 
some twenty-five years ago. He knows his rights and is inclined to assert them. He 
resents the privileges enjoyed by Europeans, especially that privilege which places all 
criminal jurisdiction over Europeans in the hands of the various Consuls. Ihe native 
idea is that, if an Egyptian commits some criminal offence against an European, lie is 
severelv punished by the Egyptian Law Courts, whereas, in the contrary case, that is 
to say," when the native is the aggrieved party, the European is either acquitted or 
receives some wlibllv inadequate punishment from the Consular Courts. I do not say 
that the native opinion is justified ; bui there can be no doubt that cases have 
occurred which give some colour to a generalisation ol this sort, hasty and enoneous 

l select, amidst much evidence which I have received on this subject, a letter 
from Mr. Hooker, the General Manager of the Egyptian Salt and Soda Company 
(Inclosure 1). Mr. Hooker’s long and intimate acquaintance with this country enables 
him to speak with authority on a matter of this nature.. , 

Your Lordship may perhaps remember that, during my absence in England last 
summer, a native policeman was killed by an Italian at Alexandria, with the result that 
a panic seized the Levantine population, and for a while the town was in a very disturbed 

Whether the strikes, which lias recently occurred, tend to generate a bitter feeling 
between Europeans and natives depends a good deal on the circumstances of each case. 

A short time ago, the workmen employed by the tailors in Cairo struck. Ihe strike 
was to some extent due to the adoption by the masters of what is known in England as 
the “truck ” system. After a short resistance, the masters yielded to all the demands of 
the men, with the result that rumours are now current that the bakers, butchers, and 
others are likely to organize a strike, in this particular instance, the interests of the 
European and native workman were to a great extent identical. Hence, nothing occuned 
to bring out any distinctly racial aspect of the question. 

The strike of the cigarette-rollers, which followed shortly on that of the tailors, has, 
in some respects, been more serious. 

The broad facts of this case are as follows :— 

Almost all the large manufacturers of cigarettes are Greeks. About a year or so 
ago, a strike occurred amongst their workmen, who are principally Greeks and Syrian 
Christians. The result was that a Syndicate was formed amongst all the leading manufac- 
turers, who agreed that they would all accord identic terms to theii woikrnen. A smaL 
firm, Messrs. Soussa Brothers, did not join this Syndicate. At the time, their business was 
purely local and did not attract "mcli attention. Messrs. Soussa employ mainly native 
workmen, who are less skilled than Europeans, but who work at much lower rates. 
Being, therefore, able to undersell the members of the Syndicate, they recently 
secured a very large order for the delivery of cigarettes in South Africa. This alarmed 
both the members of the Syndicate and their workmen. The result was that strong 
pressure was exerted by the Greek workmen to prevent the natives accepting Messrs 
Soussa’s terms. Some of these men, being, more often than not, terrorized by the Greeks, 
struck; others, under police guard, continued at work. Riots occurred in the streets. A 
very rigorous system of picketing was adopted by the Greeks against the native non-strikers. 
In this case, therefore, there was manifestly a serious risk that the racial aspect of the 
affair would be brought into strong prominence. # . 

The Greek workmen addressed me, and I took the opportunity, in reply, ot stating 
the advice which I should consider it my duty to tender to the Egyptian Government. I 
inclose a copy of my letter (Inclosure 2), the terms of which will, l trust, meet with your 

Lordship’s approval. ; 

1 now come to the main point to which 1 venture to draw your Lordship s 

attention. . , . . _ . . 

Certain Greeks were very active, both in causing the riots, which, as I have already 
mentioned, have recently occurred, and in encouraging the system of picketing. Ihe 
methods adopted in the execution of this system were, to say the least, ol very doubtful 
legality. The Egvptian Government asked for the expulsion of eight men. The Greek 
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Consul-General consented Tour or five | ^r'alf 'events, there seems to 

rs*or MSS3=2 " 

willprove sufficient. Lordship is 

only changed their attitude on the lepresentatio ^ ik rs are in communication 

Athens. It is anopen secret.that the bes t to get M. Grvparis’ 
with Deputies and others at Athens, • , removal from his present post. 1 can 

action disapproved, even if they cannot secure * thcir Representative, they will 

only say that if the Greet Government fa to s„pi»a ^ „ tM Unt, and almost all 
incur a very heavy responsibility, the h 1 I from thc f ac t that, even when the 
the difficulties which occur m dealing w individually strong enough to do what is- 

Diplomatic and Consular officials on the spot :< f thc { v own Government, which, as 
their obvious duty, they never feel sure ol supp ”^ ^ Thc removal of M. Grypnris 
experience has before now prove , L • Q f many Greeks, and, it this occurred, 

would be a sure signal for riotous conduct 0111 J j \‘ neC cssarv, in spite of any technical 
Egyptian or possibly Britishnntewention t J Capitulations. The Greek Govcrn- 

strongly «4ed to give,heir overt and cord,a, 

support to their official Representative. F-erton. 

I have sent a copy of this despatch to Sn Ulvun L a e ^ have> &c . 

(higned) CROMER. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 13. 

Mr. A. Hooker to the Earl of Cromer. 

Cairo, December 10, 1001. 

^ \yiTH regard to the present feeling of natives towards Euiopeans, I know 1 
a g °°,f iridf rtod that the people who talk most about the had footing of 

the trii^rrsooms * r k 

tridc^ld !l «u»k ” perfoedy legitimate one, amongst the natrvos, 

that there is no even-handed justice ^‘FTtwK-dTnaU™ becomes, the more he 
The more prosperous and independent 1 ta p. ; u a wa y which was 

unknown*five*years‘agtg K'ine5i”'of‘?be laws undo,- which Europeans and natives 

E U1 °As^prosperity and education advance, this feeling »t inequality becomes 

irksome, and sooner or later will have to be f^cd „ s resl , 0 osil>le for the 

We, as the governing power, are nm unnatm all \ tool c ^ .“ u c J mL ^ aml have 

maintenance ol this state of things. e | avt ^ Justice is " The o-ood we have done 
brought home to the people the know edge of vha; o<mi ^ £ thc nat i VC8 than 

in this respect is unquestionable, and lar moic a enually rc 0 - 3 

iS °° Aua“n ly tbeTnt>cctors of the Ministry of the Interior are very highly routed bpr 
the tfcn Sylrc a guarantee that the old oppression of the provmcral offiuals ,a 

held m check s0 much wU y cannot they prevent ’'"'f “A ^,„r^ 

Europeans? Why. when a native is murdered by an Italian, , the latter handed ovu 

sa &efc5! W — * - ~ 


have no complaints to make of their treatment in the provinces; on the contrary, they 
seem to be popular, and to be extremely well treated by all classes ot natives. 

The class of Englishman who is thoroughly detested is the handy man with the 

StiCk 'l have carefully gone into this matter and made inquiries, and have come to the 
conclusion that many Englishmen strike natives in consequence of their inability to 
understand them. The man who is ready with his fist or stick is usually a poor speaker of 
Arabic. Half the cases which have been brought to my notice have been due to this 
cause. 

In m y own Department, I have laid it down that any man striking a native is liable 
to instant dismissal. The natives know this, and I do not find that they take advantage 
of this knowledge. The Italians and Greeks are the greatest offenders in this respect. 

I will quote an instance which came under my personal observation. 

I was at the station last Tuesday to meet a friend by the 8 o’clock train. . The 
Upper Egypt train was about to leave, and a young Greek, on being asked for his ticket, 
cursed the ticket clerk at the gate, abused him, and finally threatened to kick him, and was 
about to do so. I watched the man for some time, and when he was about to put his threat 
into execution, I caught hold of him and told him to mind what he was doing. He became 
most abusive ;* I then sent For thc Station-master and advised him to have him arrested 
and sent to the police-station. The Station-master said he could do nothing as the man 
was an European. I told him to report the matter to his chief, and gave him my card, 
telling him that 1 was prepared to give evidence if required. 

Now, in this case, the railway official thought that he had no redress. There were two 
policemen on the spot at the time, hut they considered themselves powerless to act, and 
did nothin". I heard the officials talking together after the man had left, and the abuse 
of Europeans in general was hot and strong, and pointed clearly to the native knowing 
the state of the law and resenting it. ... 

Sooner or later, we shall have to deal with this question. It will not do to ignore 
it. In Alexandria, where the people are more turbulent, the matter may come to a head 

any day. . 

Yours sincerely, 

' (Signed) A. H. HOOKER. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 13. 

The Earl of Cromer to the Delegates of the Cigarette-Rollers ’ Corporation, Cairo. 

Gentlemen, Cairo, December 30, 1901. 

1 BEG to acknowledge thc receipt of your letter of the 27th instant. 

In this letter you draw my attention to certain grievances entertained by the work¬ 
men employed in the manufacture of cigarettes in Egypt, and especially by those in the 
employment of Messrs. Soussa Brothers. 

I deeply regret that in* this, as in some other important manufactures, differences of 
opinion have arisen, or possibly may arise, between the employers of labour in Egypt 
and their workmen. 1 venture to express a hope that these differences may be settled 
by friendly discussion between the parties principally concerned, without any resort to 
strikes or other measures which, whatever may he their final result, can scarcely fail to 
he either permanently or temporarily dctrimentalto the interests of thc employers, ot thc 
workmen, and of the community in general. 

Whilst fully recognizing the moderation with which you have expressed your 
views, I must decline to offer an) opinion on the merits of the particular points in 
dispute. 

It may be of some public utility if 1 take the opportunity afforded me by your letter 
to state the advice which, in this and other similar matters, I shall consider it my duty to 
tender to the Government of His llighne&s the Khedive. 

In the first place, I consider that the Government should maintain a position of strict 
neutrality between the employers and the workmen, who, provided they conform to the 
laws of tins country, should he left to settle their disputes amongst themselves. 

In the second place, I consider that public order should, at whatever cost, be main- 
rained, but that recourse should not be had to any extraordinary measures until the 
necessity for such measures is clearly shown. I cannot doubt that, in the execution ot 
this policy, the Egyptian Government will receive the full support of the various Consular 
authorities in cases where any questions of exterritorial rights are involved. 
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In the third place, I com>klto fcj ov ""“^^“'hindcring the free liberty 

prevent any illegal acts from )Cin S - individual workman. . » 

of action of any class of workman or of'.. y abov0i T do not consider that for 

the ^S^ntTirnecesLy or desirable for the Government to take, 

SI>MifiC aCti ° n - (Signed) am ’^CROMER. 


No. 14. 

The Earl of Crotner to Ike »ar,juess of January 20.) 

(No. 3.) Cairo , January 8, 1902. 

Mj T YOUR Lordship is Company " itb 

have been going on between the - 0 yi 

a view— f , j line from Ismailia to Port Said ; and 

1. To the construction of a broad Q au e arbour 0 f Port Said. 

2. To the enlargement and improveme 8a id that the Egyptian 

• These negotiations are now so far advanced t a ^points. 

G °— - cludcd - il |,oint " ,hich concen,s 
the ^t v . : which have been 

- if - — sto •* 

Admiralty. , , , . „ u..;,ich firm I do not know whether 

The land is, I understand, now lease^^t^ ^ ^ tQ be paid to the Admiralty, 

they have a long lease but nianyca ^ compensation before their rights can in any 

the occupiers would, of course, have to .cccrve c„ p , recognise. 

way he infringed. This the r e P r f ™ ta ^.. his ricce of land is of no great use to the 
1 believe I am correct in statute. ‘ d i u hted that the works in contemplation 

Admiralty. On the other hand, l nota bly to the town of Port Said, and also to 

will prove of the utmost bene • u^.L British which transit the Canal. Under these 

thc ^ osalnow made t0 the 
favourable co isideration of the Admiralty. ne „ otiation with the Minister of Marine 

at P^s’^a"^^e'of some adjoining land which belongs to the French 

Government. , answer to this despatch, as both the Egyptian 

*• <— ran " ayand harbour 
works with as little delay as possible. I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER. 

p _Since writing the above I have received your Lordship's despatch No. 2 of the 

•' kd 'CI'L Admiralty letter of the fronta“ u” 

he some unwillingness to part vu i^tny P. „.,, ok . of the proposed plan for making a 

1 think, be a matter loi D ieat leye , hou ] d f a \i to the ground, and this, 

arrangement can be made as regards the special point 

now under discussion. . /ipnpnds on the execution of thc port projects, 

>“,nxa'Sta«^n!v -««- 

• The map is not reproduced, 
f Sending Admiralty letter of December 31, 1901. 
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neld to be objectionable, might it not be possible to negotiate an exchange with the Canal 
Company ? Possibly there is some other piece of land which would suit the Admiralty 
purpose equally well, and would not hinder the execution ol the scheme tor improving 
the port. 


Inclosure in No. 14. 

Memorandum. 

PAH contrat en date du 10 Aoflt, 1870, la Compagnie du Canal cfklait au Gouverne- 
ment de Sa Majestd Britannique, au prix convenu de 660,000 fr., une surface de 
10,500 Mq. (voir !e plan ci-joint), comprise dans les limites de sa concession. 

Cette acquisition devait, dans Pesprit des parties contractantes, ainsi que eela resulte 
de» termes monies du contrat, permettre au Department de 1’Amiraute de disposer de 
batiments ou pussent fonctionner les services quo comporte le stationnement dans les eaux 
de Port-Said ties navires de Sa Majeste Britannique. 

La Compagnie du Canal de Suez se reservait d’ailleurs, en alicnant ce terrain, 
l’exerciee des droits qui sont pour elle la consequence necessaire des obligations de son 
acte de concession relatives aux conditions gcnerales du transit: e’est ainsi que 1 Article 2 
du dit contrat stipulait que “ les agents de la Compagnie Universelle du Canal maritime 
dc Suez pourraient faire usage du quai faisant face au Canal pour assurer la libre 

navigation.” , v 

C’est dans ce m6mc ordre d’idees que I’Amirautd consentait cn 187 J a ce que la 
Com pagnie entreprit, pour rendre plus large le chenal du Canal maritime, des dragages 
qui adevaient faire disparaitre une partie du terrain vendu en 1870 (1 Amiraute 

receveit d’ailleurs de la Compagnie, en echangc, une surface faisant suite a sa propriety, 
dgale en superficie a la portion disparue). _ / . 

L 17 Aoilt, 1882, le Gouvernernent de Sa Majeste Britannique acquerait de ^on 
Altesse Royal le Prince Henri des Pays-Bas un nouveau terrain, sis au Grand Bassin 
Ismail (voir le plan), ainsi que les importantes constructions qui venaient d y fire 
edifiees et installait en cet endroit tous les services loeaux de 1’Amiraute. , 

D£s lors la pr^cedente acquisition du Gouvernernent de Sa Majeste Britannique ne 
presentait plus pour 1*Amiraute l’utilite qui en avait motivd 1’achat ct, de fait, le terrain 
vendu par la Compagnie en 1870, modifie comine il a ete dit plus haut en 1879^fut loue 
par l’Amirautd 5 un particular, qui y installa une industrie privee et n’a eessd de 1 occuper 
depuis cette epoque. 

En diverses circonstances la Compagnie du Canal a du intervene' aupies ^des Lords 
de PAmirautd pour reclamer l’usage des droits qu’elle s’dtait rdserves lors de 1 alienation 
du 10 Aout, 1870, en vue de s’assurer les movens de vdgler, dans les meilleures conditions, 
la marche des navires de toutes nationalities dans toutes les parties du Canal maritime. 
Les solutions qui sont intervenues chaque fois que la Compagnie a fait appelau Gouverne- 
ment de Sa Majeste Britannique cn ces sortes de cas, ont toujours niontro que,^soit comme 
contractant respectueux des conditions aeceptdes, soit comme representant d une grande 
puissance maritime interessee au mouvernent general des navires dans le Canal de Suez, 
ledit Gouvernernent avait le desir de ne pas entraver l’exercice des obligations que la 
Compagnie a assumecs vL-a-vis du commciee du monde. ^ s 

C’est cette constatation, plusicurs fois repetde, qui donne a la Compagnie 1 assuiance 
que le projet ci-aprds developpe sera examine par le Gouvernernent de Sa Majeste 
Britannique avec toute l’attention ct tout l’intdret qu’elle y apporte elle-meme. . 

Les n^gociations entreprises recemment entre le Gouvernernent Egyptien et la 
Compagnie du Canal relativement a l’dtablissement d’un chetnin de fer a vom noimale 
destine a relier Port-Said au icseau Egyptien, sont sur le point d’aboutir; en prevision du 
developpcment commercial qui sera la consequence naturelle de la creation de cette voie 
ferree, la Compagnie se preoccupe d^s 5. present de mettre le port de Port-Said en etat de 
satisfaire a un mouvernent important de marchandises sans, quenaucun cas, il puis se 
1 'f‘sulter du trade a venir, une diminution quelconque dans les conditions de sdcunte et de 
rapidite du transit proprement dit. 

Les etudes prdliminaires dirigees dans cet ordre d’iddes ont amene 5 constater qu il 
eonviendrait, taut pour la facilitd des operations commerciales que pyur la bonne adminis¬ 
tration du port de tiansit, de reserver pour les navires qui auront a charger ou a decharger 
des maicbandises a Port-Said et pour les chalands et mahonnes qui concourront au 
mouvernent dc ces marchandises, les bassins Cherifet Abbas: on peut dire que ces sections 
f1527] E 
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tiu port actuel 6t a ient, de par lem^uation ^trouvent 

que la Compagme desire lcur assi D n , » ; f err g e projetee ; elles sont, en outie, 

’vo&Ter^s 

p“" £ TuZZ S^cT^e va prcciscment ir^l.cr pour .0 fouctiouue- 

ment de ses ateliers de Port-Said rcconnaitre que si les 

II soffit d’aiileurs de jcter les yeux , sm “ l’imorce da nouveau port de 

bassins Cherif et Abbas n’etaient pas ? hols,s P?^ pour V 0 r ganisation projetee ; il est, cu 
commerce il en resulterait une quasi 1 1 • ^ es emplacements speeiaux pour des 

offer, impossible ii la Compagme de ne pgncde ', 01 , =e con , oit 

operations denature il gSner le '"ouveman des tran.te ^ pUsiue des Em.*, 

pas que les bassins coimuerciaux pmssent 5 t.c e.ets 1 

c’cst-a-dire il une distance l.nportante de ■ = d( , r 0 sine d es Eaux aminenul des 

11 i'aut ajouter que la creation de |~ Cana) Abbassiell ct, par suite, dans Ic 

modifications in.portantes nans us tiacd tenia _ str i b Litiun d’eau douce a Port-Said, 
fonctiounement, actuellement si satisfoisant, ‘ , piiuerdt primordial du transit. 

La Corapagnie estime done, au tuple PTV'^lttVde l’Usine des Eaux dans sa 

operations de d enlargement, momllcb au ‘j|»s d’amenagement qui seraient 

Le plan joint a la mtenU note „ dtal d „ s°„ff,re aux premieres 

n^cessaires pour mettre le bassm Ab - , de Port-Said, et l’on voit que ces 

consequences du mouvemeut commeicu 1 pro fonde ou V utilisation pour les 

travaux comportent de toute necessity la ™ s “ e " f^flebLTn Abbas'et le tassiu 
besoms du port des teiiams qui 1 1 ^370 j Gouveruement de ba 

Chdrif et qui comprennent preeminent le lot acquis eu i«/u p 

Majesty Rritannique. 

Ces dispositions sont mdispensab es . larffeur plus grande au chenal dans 

. 

faire aux navires et mahonnes qui devront 

^‘’“uhomp ag^f 3 Srnte cep Hjf 

tantes que neeessitel execution 1 •» . d emplacements destines a devenir 

qu’i, obtain- de ceux qui possbilent des ter tans su^des _ e £ ^ ^ ^ ^ dispos6c k 

des parties de bassins, la letiocessior 11 ^reilles operations ; elle compte 

consentir les sacrifices pecu.ua.res que compo.tent do pa.e.ll 1 « optr^ ^ rtlcull l crs 

que le Gouveruement ligypt.eii ui pit • ‘ ‘ ‘ 'J expropriations pour cause d'utilite 

proptmtuires les Articles du Code M.xteq u it.glen es cx h I j appart e„a„t il 

publiqne ; en ee qui conceme speciale, s“ ‘1ST Khddivo desire™ priter sod 
i’Amiraute, elle pense que le Gouveine.i ' iuteressd que la Compagnie elle- 

appui il une negociat.on au succ s e an £“ ‘ g ' Miiieste Britnnllique en Egypte 

illume, en faisant valo.r aupres du Hcp.&c a. 1 »» ‘ H ‘ ettenl, nous 

unites les considerations qui decoule.it du P*"““ nt q Port -Said d'un vaste 

-emble-t-il, de conclure que i Am.rauito Auglp^judioe, a des condi- 
etablisseuiellt qui rdpotld entitiemen . ses . ’ l. ,’ t p aucuilc ntiiite ct cio.it Ic 


No. 15. 

_ Foreign Office to Admiralty . 

(Confidential.) Foreign Office, January 24, 1902. 

Sir > , 1 n f* thp q-, t TJccember, 1901,1 am directed by the 

WITH rcfevence.to yotur 1. 0 ™a despatch from His Jlnjfstys 
Mnrqmss o! Tainsdoivne to ■ 4^ to I ji lo negotiations in progress lietivee.i 

Urn EgypSan°G— Sit and ihc Si, ra Canal Company for the construction ot » 
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broad-gauge railway from Ismailia to Port Said/’ and the enlargement and improve¬ 
ment of the harbour of Port Said. „ , . , . 

Lord Cromer states that the works in contemplation at die harbour cannot be 
carried out unless the Lords of the Admiralty will agree to some arrangement which 
will make it possible to utilize a piece of land belonging to them at Port Said, and 
that the railway project depends on the execution of the port project. 

I am to request that their Lordships will inform Lord Lansdowne as soon as 
possible what reply they would w r islt to be sent to Lord Cromer in regard to the piece 
of land, as he asks for an early answer. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) T. II. SANDERSON. 


No. 16 . 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to the Earl of Cromer. 

My Lord, Foreign Office, January 25, 1902. 

I HAVE received your Lordship’s despatch No. 2 of the 7th instant, relative to 
recent strikes at Cairo and to the disturbances which have been provoked in con¬ 
nection with them by the action of certain Greek subjects. 

The reply which you sent to the letter addressed to you by the Delegates ot 
the Cigarette-rollers’ Corporation has my approval. . 

I have instructed His Majesty’s Minister at Athens to communicate to the 
Greek Government such portions of your despatch as he may consider desirable, and 
to impress upon them the importance of their giving their full support to their 
Representative at Cairo, in dealing with the persons concerned in causing the 
disturbances. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 


No. 17. 

The Earl of Cromer to the Marquess of Lansdowne.— (Received January 26.) 

(No. 10.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, January 26, 1902. 

1 VENTURE to ask your Lordship to suspend action on my despatch No. 7 of 
the 18th instant, dealing with the appointment of the ninth Judge on the Egyptian. 
Mixed Appeal Court, until the receipt of a further despatch on the same subject, 
which 1 am forwarding to your Lordship by the mail which leaves to-morrow. 


The Karl of Cromer to the Marquess of Lansdoivne.—(Received January 27.) 

My } Lord Cairo , January 18, 1902. 

* y SINCE my telegram to your Lordship No. 3 of the ith instant and your Lord- 
ship's reply No. 7 of" the 15th instant on the subject of the demands put forward by 
the Spanish Government with regard to the share of Spain in the election of the ninth 
.Judge of the Mixed Court of Appeal at Alexandria, I have received from Boutros 
Pasha the Egyptian Minister for Eorcign Allairs, a letter, inclosing copy of a note 
from the Spanish Consul-General dated the 31st December, 1890, in which he formally 
accepts, on behalf of his Government, the position allotted to Spain in the election of 
the ninth Judge, as laid down in the project on this subject of 1890. Of this note I 
have the honour to inclose a copy. . . 

As this project was accepted by Spain in return for the admission by the Egyptian 
Government of a second Spanish Judge in the Mixed Courts ot hirst Instance, and as 


* No. 14. 




the modifications which have since k™ all ofleetthe'situation formally accepted 
ave embodied in the present project do not at * Govemmont have possibly over- 

by Spain in 1890, it appears to ” ^4 by their Consul-General, 

looked the fact that this former pioject w . ci) I n , i<ll . 1 .; ug that it is most improbable 

In view of W bat I have stated above and consi * fonrard b y the Spanish 
that the other Powers mtexea^ alternately by Spain and by these 

Government that the ninth Judge shwld be ^ that the Spanish Government 

other Powers, I venture to suggest to >yo ^ delicalely as possible ot 

may again he approached oni thisi 3 J -which thev now take exception, 

their previous acceptance of the situation to wmm . j have> &c . 

(Signed) CROMER. 


Inclosure in No. 18. 

Senor de Ortega Morejou to Zoulfikar Pasha. 

Consulat-General d'Espagne, Caire, 
le 31 De'cembre, 189(1 

M. le Ministre, . ... temps opportun, transmis a la con- 

J’AI Thonncur de vous informer que] a , . ont cu lieu 0 ntrc nous 

naissancedemon Gouvornemen es o m’avez donnee de declarer an Ministre 

ct qui ont ahouti a 1autonsatio q Gouvernement de Son Altcsse le Khedive 

d’Etat de Sa Majesty Catholique second Juge dans les Tribunal 

consentirait a ce que 1 Espagne . P ddsir du Gouvernement Espagnol d’etre 

Mixtcs de Premiere Instance, ma 3 9 d’Appel Mixte, no pourrait so 

aussi represents dircctcmcnt par un projet deDecret annex* a votre 

^ accept! per 1c plus S reud uomhrc des 

Pspagnol adhere an Decret join a * , p ^ p n’insistc plus sur son desir d etre 

s’c—s 

«** * - **- - 

sentiments de —ssauce. ^ M „ 


No. 19. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir E. Egerton. 

(No. T.) Foreign Office, January 27, 1902. 

S ' r ’ I AM informed by Ilis Majesty’s ®™of\he 7lhinstant, relative to 

IterSanc^fUde'rhaveTLntly been produced in that city by the action oi 
certain Greek subjects. . , , Greek Government such portions of 

Lor d^Cromev’s^esp^tcli^s you^^ of mxler^^gvpt, 

m mnmkin 

dealing with the persons concerned m causing t e is x am> &c _ 

(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 
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No. 20. 

The Earl of Cromer to the Marquess of Lansdowne.— (Received February 3.) 

M^lf rd Cairo, January 21, 1902. 

^ SINCE writing my despatch No. 7 of the 18th instant on the subject of the 
demands of the Spanish Government with regard to the share of Spam m the election 
of the Ninth Judge of the Mixed Court of Appeal at Alexandria, I have had a con¬ 
versation with the Spanish Consul-General, Don Ricardo de Larios who showed me 
a despatch which he had received from his Government with reference to the question in 

^ The tone of this despatch was most conciliatory, and it appeared to me probable 
that the Spanish Government would be contented with any Concession which would save 
their amour-propre by giving to Spain a position slightly different from that accoided to 

lhC Ttherefore mentioned to M. de Larios a proposal previously put forward by Boutros 
Pasha, the Egyptian Minister for Poreign Affairs (but which, it is true he after¬ 
wards withdrew), that the wording of Article 3, paragraph 2 of the Project should be 

altered as follows:— . ,. .... ,, „ -i 

“Le neuvieme appartiendra soit a l’Espagne, soit^a la nationalite dune des 

Puissances suivantes: Belgique, Danemark, Pays-Bas, &c.” 

M. de Larios appeared to think tkat this proposal, which, as youi Lordship will 
observe, is merely a change in the wording, and does not imply the concession of 
the alternative right of election demanded by Spain, might prove acceptable to 
his Government, as giving to Spain a position somewhat apart from the smaller 

P° We j would therefore suggest that His Majesty’s Ambassador at Madrid should be 
instructed to sound the Spanish Government as to whether this alteration of the wording 
would prove acceptable to them; but I think that it should at the same time be fully 
explained to them that the alteration is merely a matter of form introduced out of 
courtesy towards Spain, and that it must remain entirely in the hands of the Judges ot 
the Mixed Court of Appeal to decide as to whether the Ninth Judge should he o 
Spanish or of any of the other nationalities concerned. 

jl n«v?Cj vtc» 

(Signed) CROMER. 


No. 21. 

The Earl of Cromer to the Marquess of Lansdowne. —( Received February 3.) 

Mv Lord Cair0 ’ Januar y 22 ’ 1902, 

IN continuation of my despatch No. 3 of the 8th, I have the honour to forward— 

1. Copv of a Memorandum prepared by Mr. Gorst, who, company wit 
Sir William Garstin, the Suez Canal Directors, and Captain Gaunt, R.N., visite le 
proposed site of the new basin at Port Said a shoit time ago. 

2. A letter whieh I have received from Captain Gaunt on the same subject. 

If the Admiralty is prepared to sell the land which the Company wishes to acquire, 
the matter is comparatively simple. It will then only he necessary to negotiate with the 

C ° m ruXSfLtv P et“i,at an exchange W iH probably be considered preferable. 

I fear it will he somewhat difficult to get the Canal Company to cede the land 
immediately behind the Dutch House. There can, in fact, be little doubt that, in view of 
the proposed position of the new Bassin Cherif, the cession of this land would be very 
inconvenient to them. 

On the other hand, an arrangement might possibly be made on the folio in 0 

1. The Company to give the Admiralty exclusive rights on the quays surrounding the 
Dutch House. 1 gathered from what Captain Gaunt tells me that some importance is 
attached to this point. 

2. The cession of a piece of land on the Asiatic shore. 

[1527 J 1 
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but i r"tt o "4 s t^a‘tpfS r'mS^r'br found “ y 0 ;- 

“Tto^en, a copy of the inclosure to this despatch direct to SirJohn Fisher. 

(Signed) CROMER. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 21. 

Memorandum by Mr. Gorst. 

put' forward 51 by the Suez mteToC Stays 

1° VoY“ S Port er Said and "that fo would h^ «, 

Z the Admiralty pond of 

vieW ' T . c„„ Canal Company appear to be disposed either to offer compensation in 
money^ for The ^retrocession oT i, land 

sr*., £ y * ^,4 the,,,*».he 

transfer. Commander Gaunt was that the British Admiralty possess 

SiT &A whi* r P r=Ts Xta«Ty l£ 

“!« would, I th “j be ™ "y j;s^ n f4he TtlXrre ‘of ‘thTfttab 
iSr^^StX^ich the Admiralty now enjoy over the land which it » 

<leSi, K TXaISIv desire an exchange of land, the Company would be prepared to 
• , til,!n , convenient site on the Asiatic shore, that is to say, on the other side of the 
nort- but they seem indisposed to a suggestion which was put forward that the land 
poll, but tnej s 1 should be handed over to the Admiralty in exchange, as 

they saiTsuch land was indispensable both for the extension of the Arsenal Basin and for 

the “Jnturing to express an opinion as to whether any of these solutions should 

w ltnout veilLuii a _ e 1 both Sir W. Garstin and rnvselt consider 

Should ho arrived at' between the 

Admiralty and the Suez Canal Company. (Signed) J. L. GORST. 

January 21, 1902. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 21. 

Commander Gaunt to the Earl of Cromer. 

, T , j “ Scoid,” at Port Saul, January 20, 1902. 

^ I°HAVE the honour to inform vou that I met Prince d’Aren berg, the Managers of 
the Canal Company, and Mr. Gorst, this day, and visited the site ot the Adnura.ly land 
and that in the rear of the Navy House. 
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1 . arranged, I appeared as a spectator, and did not reply to any of the arguments 
put forward by the Managers of the Company. 

1 2. Their point of view is that, though the Admiralty land is indispensable to thern^ 

they do not want to give anything in return but monetary compensation ; they fear that if 
they give up any other piece of land, the port being small, they will find in the future that 
they want it also. The only advantage they appear to be ready to concede without 
pressure is that thev will give the Admiralty full quay rights over the Navy House and 
Admiralty Cottage (old “Dutch House” and “ Consulate”) properties. 

3. The Company wished to argue that the Admiralty had never made use of the 
Admiralty land, and therefore that they could do without it. I advised Mr. Gorst that 
the leply’to that was that, although the Admiralty did not actually use the whole of it, 
they regarded its possession as being ot such value that, despite repeated offers for the 
land, they preferred to allow the money sunk in it to remain apparently idle, so that they 
could be assured of its immediate possession in case it should be required at a moment s 
notice. 

4. The Company would like to assume that the Admiralty have sufficient land at 
Navy House for all their purposes. 

5. 1 should have preferred if the Company could have been persuaded to propose 
any sites in exchange for the land which they wish to acquire,but this they would not do; 
they desire that any proposal should come from the Admiralty, hut this, I think, will 
delay negotiations very much. Any space at all that was in a favourable position it 
seemed to me that they were ready to declare w as required for some purpose or another. 
But it has to be remembered that the Admiralty regard the encouragement of Messrs. 
Dowrie as being of importance (since it is a cheap way of maintaining a repairing shop in 
which they have the first claim for work to he carried out), and to Messrs. Dowrie it is 
essential that they should have a prominent site upon the harbour or Canal banks, easily 

accessible from the town. . 

G. If the Admiralty are prepared to accept monetary compensation, there is nothing 
more to be said. But if, as I think they will, they require another site and to re-establish 
Messrs. Dowrie, 1 would propose— 

(a.) That the Admiralty should hold out for the piece of land which I originally 
pointed out to yon at the back of Navy House, with all quay rights and privileges ; 

(, b .) Failing this, that they should ask tor the quay rights over the Navy House and 
Admiralty Cottage lands, and for a corresponding sized piece to the Admiralty land on the 
small island on the east side of the Canal, to establish Messrs. Dowrie upon. 

7. The Company will contest the first proposal on the score that they require that 
quay lor lauding caigoes from small craft, and that it will cramp their workshops; but the 
land they ask for is indispensable to them, whereas the small craft can be made to unload 
elsewhere, and the Admiralty having the whip hand mav naturally expect some con¬ 
cession. As to the second scheme, I do not think that it would be so good for the 
Admnalty, but in many wavs it would be better for Messrs. Dowrie than the first one ; 
the Company will oppose it because they sav that it is the only piece ot land they have 
left in which they can establish a new firm, but this argument seems to me very one¬ 
sided. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. E. A. GAUNT, 
Commander and Senior Naval Officer, Port Said. 


No. 22. 

Sir E. Egerton to the Marquess of Lansdowne— {Received February 8.) 


(No. 12.) 

My Lord, Athens, February 3, 1902. 

J WITH reference to my despatch No. 7 of the 7th ultimo on the subject of 
M. Grypari’s expulsion of certain turbulent Greeks from Egypt, to-day’s “ Acropolis ” 
contains an appeal from three of the exiles who have come on here from Smyrna. 

As the Chamber meets immediately there may be on behalf of these men attacks 
made on the Government, and I mentioned the matter to the King, saying how much 
Lord Cromer held to M. Grypari’s receiving the support of his Government in this 

matter. .... 

His Majesty thought the Chamber would appreciate that it was in accordance with. 





n r) onrl ns there was no wish here to do 
lord Cromer’s desire that Britannic Majesty’s Representative, there would 

anything in Egypt disagreeable 3 

not be general disapproval shown of the steps &c . 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosure in No. 22. 

Extract from the “ Acropolis,” February 3, 1902. 

(Translation.) 

To the Editor, . -veiled from E«wpt, as is well known to you, on 

THE Undersigned having been expelled 1 ^ onl “for that, and not knowing where 
account of the strike of the^cigarre te tU r„ io Egypt, we beg you to 

to address ourselves and ask tor &’ j. mner because we are here away tioin o 

have the Kindness to support us by y P P ’ y e we are a nd we do not know 

families and from our children; they*. t U ™'”„niless. It is enough for you, 

where they are, and, what is nips 1 1 ’ expulsion was effected m common 

Mr. Editor, to take into consideration ^ author ity, for the sake of the 

defr^ic^of^he^nterests^of'the'manufacturer, M. Susa, who was at the bottom o a 

thlS 'For God’s sake do cry out! Are r '^^catef • ^M/mti^kdl'meTsured by 
penalty of criminals of the worse kind, to b.o oeaton, ms* ^ ’ cjqieUed . Where ? To 
the anthropometrical system, photo & p 5 &c How we succeeded m coming here 
^ on the other have saved ns from the 

^TofJ^ere without food shelterand 

the hands 'of the press, which is competent for the 

purpose. , , j i „ [n n to accent our thanks, and we pray you to 

X£% may call J to do so. We stay at 

the Hotel “Parthenon. -^r e remain, &c. T atttito 

('Signed') TH. CONSTANTINIDES. 

(feigned) ^ 0Ng ^ petraKIS. 

CONST. GASTOUNIOTIS. 
(Expelled Greeks.) 


No. 23. 

nr Earl of Cromer to the Maryuess of Lansdowne.-(Received February 15.) 

(No. 19.) Cairo, February 15, 1902. 

(Telegraphic.) P. o new railway and harbour works at Port 

tto i " mo - has “ iaed y 

Suez Canal Company. ______ 


No. 24. 

Z ke Earl of Cromer to the Marrpess of Lausdou,ue.-(Reenved February 20.) 

(No. 20.) Cairo, February 20, 1902. 

(Telegraphic.) P. , , , q the 22nd ultimo, I have the honour to 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 9 cession to the Admiralty of the 

$r«’% w%een put forward by tbe Suet Canal 
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Company. The Company would, I think, prefer to give land elsewhere, and this 
proposal, which is against the advice of their local agents, is only made in consequence 
of their great anxiety to meet our views. 

I am forwarding to your Lordship by next mail a plan and letter, in which the 
nature ot the proposal is more fully explained. 

I have repeated this telegram to Sir John Eisher at Malta. 

No. 25. 

The Earl of Cromer to the Marquess of Lansdoune.—{Received February 22.) 

My "Lord, - Cairo, February 15, 1902. 

WITH reference to my despatches Nos. 9 and 3 of the 22nd and 8 th ultimo 
respectively, I have the honour to inclose herewith copy of a Convention which was 
signed ad referendum on the 1st Eehruary on helialf of the Suez Canal Company and 
the Egyptian Government, concerning the construction of a railway of the usual gauge 
(i.e., 1*45 metre) from Ismailia to Port Said and to the harbour of Port Said. 

’ I have also the honour to inclose eopies of explanatory correspondence which 
has passed between the agency of the Suez Canal Company in Egypt and the Council 

of Ministers. 1 

The Convention has now to he ratified by tbe Council of Ministers and also by the 

Board of the Suez Canal Company. 

It is also necessary to obtain the consent of the Caisse de la Dette to the provisions 
in Article 11 which exempt the Company from customs duty, customs duties being 
part of the revenue affected to the service of the debt. 

The representatives of the Caisse de la Dette have already given their consent 
unofficially, and the official correspondence on the subject will be exchanged in a few 
days • the Convention will then be submitted to tbe Council of Ministers. 

I have, &c. 

(In the absence of the Earl of Cromer), 

(Signed) M. DE C. EINDLAY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 25. 

Convention relative au Chemin de Fer d voie normale d'Ismailia u Port-Said et au 

Port de Port-Said. 


Tithe I .—Chemin de Fer a voie normale d'Ismailia a Port-Said. 

ABTICLE l cr . A La demande du Gouvernemcnt Egyptien, la Compagnie 
Universelle du Canal Maritime de Suez acccpte de transformer, a ses frais, en une ligne 
a ecartement normal de 1* 15 mtffro, la voie de service a ecartement reduit de 0 - 75 nuHre, 
par elle construite sur les terrains de sa Concession, outre Ismailia et Port-Said, et de 
raccorder cette ligne avec le reseau des Chcmins de Eer de l’Etat a Ismailia. 

Art. 2 . La dite Compagnie acccpte egalement de louer au Gouvernemcnt Egyptien, 
pour toute la duree de sa Concession, la ligne d’Ismailia a Port-Said ainsi translormde. 
Le Gouvernement en assurera Pexploitation a ses frais, risques ot perils. A 1’expira¬ 
tion de la Concession, il deviendra de plein droit proprietairc de la ligne et de ses 
dependances. 

Si le Gouvernement chargeait plus tard de cette exploitation une Administration 
on une Societe particulidre, il resterait responsablc vis-a-vis de la Compagnie du Canal 
de Suez des obligations resultant de la presente Convention. 

Art. 3. Des travaux a executer, a la charge de la Compagnie du Canal de Suez, 
pour la transformation de sa voie de service en une ligne a ecartement normal, 
eomprennent Pinfrastructure, la superstructure, les batiments et le materiel fixe des 
gares. Le Gouvernement Egyptien fournira a ses frais le mobilier des gares, Poutillago 
des ateliers et ddpots, et le materiel roulant. 

Art. 4. Les conditions d’etablissement de la ligne a ecartement normal seront les 
memos quo celles des lignes du reseau do l’Etat. 

Les travaux seront exdcutds, pour le compte de la Compagnie du Canal de Suez, 
ri527] G 



, ws , • ppini-ci fixera tVaccord avec la Compagnie, le mode 
par le Gouvemement Egyptien. Celui-ci nxeia, 

d’execution et les details de la eonstruction. Gouvemement Egyptien les 

Art. 5. La Compagme avancera avances se ra rdgularisd a la 

sommes ndcessaires a la construction. t dressds contradietoirement. A 

fin do chaque trimostec surla las- de dfoomptcs ar« nn decompte 

l’achfcvement de la construction, il seia dieesO 

general ddfinitif. t entrenrises par lc Gouvemement Egyptien. 

Les ameliorations ultdneures ne wont tntrepnscs T tra vaux etaient 

comrae pour^la^constructicm ^y^blissemciit de ^qi^blira aucime^iMlLlliiiion 

delimites par la Compagnie et lo QouTemement. telm u 

on dehors des limites contradictoiremen Commissairegj charges de suivre et de 

La Compagnie ddsigneia un ou p Gouvemement Egyptien. 

verifier les travaux executes porn so " f c()n ^ J n ? | a Compagnie des annuites etablies 
Art. 6. Lc Gouvemement Egyptien yersma a La Oompa^ ^ ll3S 

de manure a dteindre, dans les annees scrv i ce e t cellos qu’en vortu do la 

ddpenses ddja efiectuees par it^TIcartement nomial. 

presente Convention elle tern.a f1( r„ enscs ° d6 h\ f a ites par la Compagnie sur sa 

. ^.’s ssr.frx 1 :* s *■ »-s tsussx rs.“fi 
ass tic,™; —i - — * * «- — "** 

6 ‘ T„“d1ponTdont la Compagnie accepterait plus tard la charge, lo tan, des 
^ U U^<^«i2Sd^TScom W nio oommoncera du jour oi. lo Gouvorm- 
mCU lrGou—out 1’oecupation des terrains et do 

la voie fcrrec sous^a forme indiquee a l’Artmle^^ ^ pendant la pdrio.lo 

de ro.^oti»n 0 r n r»o«v«J.o l ligno, Vexploi.ation de la vo.o de sorv.ee 

“‘“Art. S. Lo Gouvemement Egyptien ^ fora 

Port-Said, au moms deux trau‘ - > 7 Canat Maritime, el sur domando 

tant a l-allcr qnau wtonr a tonks « 11 ^.yu^ut-.U-.ftml. 

motlraSB h h disposition do la Compagnie du Canal do Sues douse 

trains spdeiaux par an, autre p"^''e5 aluit par les tons (rains 

Si 1 '. ,lb 1Vr ' s,l: '' 

munies d’une requisition en 1* „ e ( 0 ^ nV,. ^• n d o Ta tui(e, par tous les trains mixtes 

H do D „=r.« 8 T^P..i sennd p.,.. as. uno *,»«««. 

1,300,000 voyageurs-luWtres, de 40,000 tonne 

d’un poids inferieur a 20 lalog. 

Litre II. —Pori dc Pert-Said. 

, i i i !-'.“vntion It Compagnie' Uniwuselle du 

\ j ta \ in i] email de du Gouinnc.ini ui | H > 1 ., , , 

Art. 10. A la auiidiuu » , u,„ s les travaux d extension de port 

^ n!l l .w^ai?^ 0 H^ni'n-C'ssion <luniou\ ement commereial. 11 appartiendra 

necessites, a loiU ait, l< ‘ l y t do i : , disposition, et de 1’importance de ees 
ii la ditp Coinpaomedo de dor. la na . m . lls le port, on dtat 

travaux, ah.s. >!>«■ 1 ™'“' 1,1 h „ ,1,. .,!mv do la presento Convonlion, et 

de suffire aux hesoius du common-.-, =>1 re- 1- --ho 1 »- «' I 

le develop],era au fur et "^’ts Cmwontiouf antdriouros des droits 

Sous les A\at H Cempatnic est et domonro soulo chargee, eu vortu des antes 

SSsdUk^ 

leSrml 'SSrtm^enSrUonte la durdo de sa Concession, le port de Port- 
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Said, partie intdgrante du Canal, d’y surveiller et d’v diriger toutes les operations 

maritimes et eommerciales. il , / . . ., . . 

Art. 11. Le port de Port-Said comprcnd, non seulcment 1 ctcndue d eau qui forme 
l’avant-port, le clienal, et les hassins, mais encore une bande de terrain longeant ees 
bnssins. Les limites dc la zone maritime et terrestre eonstituant ainsi le port do Port- 
Said so'ut, pour le present, arretees d’un commun accord telles qu’elles figurent sur le 
plan ci-ioint sous la designation des lettres : A, 13, C, D, L, 1, G, H, I, J, K, L, M, A, 

O, P, Q, X B', C\ D', B' f F, G', XL- . 

La zone ainsi iixce formera une zone Iranche au point de vue douanier. JLios 
droits de douane ainsi quo lous autres droits etablis dans l’avouir par lc Gouvcrne- 
ment sur les marcliandises ne pourront etre per§us qua la sortie et a l’entree de la zone 
Iranche. Continueront cependant d’etre taxes a rinterieur de la elite zone les eharhons 
en transit et les matieres qui y seront, soit consommees, soit incorporees dans les 

constructions. - . . . 

Exception est iaite pour les matieres consommees sur les navires.yiussi men. quo 
pour tons appareils et toutes matieres employees par la Compagnie a l’entretien, a 
[’amelioration, et a Sexploitation du Canal Maritime et des ports qui on dependent. ^ 
Cette exoneration des droits do douane est accordee par le Gouvemement a la 
Compagnie, tant comma remuneration a forfait des depenses mises a ^ sa charge par 
Y Article 10 dc la Convention, quo eommo indemnite pour l’occupation de la voie 
ferree d’lsmailia a Port-Said et des terrains ailedes a Sexploitation de cetto voie. 

Art. 12. Au sud du point I sur la rive Atrique et de la ligne P, C, 1), sur la 
rive Asie, les limites de la zone Iranche pourront varicr dans Savonir, do maniere 
a suivre les extensions succossivcs du port, ct a maintenir le long des lignes d’eau une 
bande de terrain dont les dimensions seront lixees chaque fois par la Compagnie, 
d’accord avec le Gouvemement Egyptien. 

La Compagnie reserve d’orcs et deja, pour les besoms do 1 exploitation du port 
et pour ses extensions futures, tons les terrains limites du cote Atrique par la ligne 1, 

Y, V, X, Y, Z, et du cote Asie par la ligne 13', W', X', T, Z'. Dans la suite les Unifies 
de la zone Iranche pourront etre pen a pen rcculees jusqu’aux lignes I, V, \\ r , X, Y, 

Z. ot K, IV', X', Y', Z'. 

Art. 13. La partie nord du hassm des ehalands charhonnicrs et les deux hassins 
traverses, autrefois creases aux i’rais du domaine commun rentrant dans la zone 
fra ache, 'la moitie d(»s dits (Vais sera rembourseo au Gouvernemeiif par la Compagnie 
qui aura seule desormais et jusqu’a la fin de sa Concession, la jouissance des dits 
hassins. 


Art.lt. La Compagnie racluHera, pour son eomji'e et a ses frais, les proprietes 
( t ui so trouvent englohees dans la, zone franehe et eelles qui, dans la zone reservee, 
seront atteintes par les travaux d’extension du port. _ 

Au cas oil une entente amiahh 1 avec les proprietaires neseraii ]»as possililo, 1 expro¬ 
priation aurait lieu dans les formes legates, par les soins et aux Irais di> ta Conqiaqnie, 
at vertu d’une declaration d’utilitd ])iihlique prise par le Gouvemement Kgyptieu a la 

rccjiieto de eelle-ci. . , n ,. 

La Compagnie eonliuuem de percevoir les droits prevus par les Conventions 
anterieures et de so remunerer, aux prix de ses tarifs, des services remliis par elle aux 
uavires et a la marehandi.se, tels quo location de elialands el d’appannls divers, Ye. 


Kile sera autorisee 


a etendre les dites r.ah'vances de maniere a se remunerer aussi des 


services nouveaux qu’elle pourra rendre aux navires et, a la inarchandise, lets (pie 
eharo-ement et deehargement, mise en depot a terre ou sur eau, niagisinage dans les 
ma«usius et cutrepdts eonstruits par elk', &e. Elle aura le droit, d’eleyer dans la zone 
franehe toutes constructions ou hangars, d’y etaidir toutes installations on vue de 
(’exploitation du port; elle pourra aussi loner des emplacements a des partieuuers pour 
assurer rexploitaiion normale du port et satisfaire aux hesoiiis du commerce. 
L’alleetatiou a toute autre destination de terrains eompns dans la zone tranche est 
formcllement interdile sans l’assentiment prealable du Goincrnemcnt. 

A l’exjiiration dc la Concession, le Gouvemement Egyptien rentrera en possession 
du port et de ses depcmlanccs dans It's eondiiiotis lixees par lies aetes de Concession du 
30 Xovembre, 1851 (Article 10), et, du o Janvier. iSa(> (Article 10). v 

Art. 15. Les voics de for raecordees au ehemin de for d ismailia a J ort-tSaul, 
posees a rinterieur de la zone franehe pour desservir le mouvement du port, seront 
el 0)iies aux frais de la Compagnie du Canal do Suez. Lo Gouvemement aura la 
charge de l’exploitation de cos voies, suivant les indications du service du port. LI 
'■’engage a lournir, on temps utile et dans la plus large lucsiue possible, le mater hi 
roulant quo necessitcra le mouvement commercial. 
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Compagnie, sout ct demcurent abrogees. 

Fait au Caire, lo 1" T’evrier, 1902. 

Le President dc la Compagnie . 

(Sous reserve de l’approbation du Conseil d Administration 

(Signe) a C ° m Prince'AIIGUSl'E D'ARENBERG. 

Le President du Conseil des Ministres, 

(Sous reserve de lotion taConsdl^ 


Inclosure 2 in No. 25. 

Prince (VArenberg to Moustapha Fehmy. 

Le Caire , le 1" Fe'vrier, 1902. 

Excellence dtahlit l’accord du Gouvemement %yptien et dc la Com- 

cependant utile un commentoive qui eu devcloppo, le sens p 
^ Le premier do ces Artieles est l'Avticle 6. Le chiltrc auquel a dte Umitfe la 

PtttSSESGSSSSSf&i 

^° Ur L’Article 7 S est^en°luf-mfime d’ur.e parfaite clarte, mais il ne dit pas et ne pouvait 
pas dirt ce qrle devTendra le personnel actuellement attache au service de la voie 

ferr^e. quC) pendant Pexdcution des travaux d’dtahlissement tie la 

liane L^artement normal, toJt ce personnel sera mis a la disposition de 1’Administra¬ 
tion des Chemins de Per de l’Etat, qui s’en servirapour assurer 1 exploitation de la \°ie 
existante Ce personnel jouira du traitement et des avantages accessoircs dont 

une liste nominative des employes 
t a^ouvrfers occupds aujourd’hui par la Compagnie sur sa voie do service sera 
remise hV Administration ties Chemins de Per de l’E tat, avec l’mdieation pour chacim 
d’eux des traitement, salaire, et autres avantages accessoircs auxqiiels ils ont dioit. 

e^tats do paiement seront (lrcssds sur la base dc ce document, a la 1 m tie chaque 
mo snarl’Administration ties Chemins tie Per de l’tftat et vises par un Commissaire 
( ] c i a Compagnie. Tout le personnel dont il s’agit sera entitlement aux oidics 
sc) us la direction de 1’Administration des Chemins de Per de l’Etat. Le G ouvernemenr 
et deja a eonserver autant quo possible, pour le service ties Chemins de 
Per del’ltat aprts l’ouveeture tie la nouvelle ligne, les employes ct ouvriers attaches 
a la voie ferifie tie la Compagnie, avec un traitement analogue a eelui dont ils jouiront 
iors tous accessoires compris. Il fera savoir a la Compagnie trois mois avant 
Vonvertnre de la voie nouvelle, quels employes et ouvriers il gaideia et quels il lui 
rendra La Compagnie aura la charge de regler la situation ulteneure ties emp oyes 
et ties ouvriers quo le Gouvernement ne gardera pas il son service; elle devra aussi 
hauide^conformenient a ses rtglements, la situation anteneure ties agents qui passeront 
aux Chemins de Per tie l’fitat, de mamere que le Gouvernement Egyptien soit gaianti 

n^kConvontionstipulc quo le Gouvernement devra transporter 
(rratidtmnent entre Port-Snrd, Ismailia, et Suez 1,300,000 voyageurs-kilometres qu, 
d’anres les previsions, se repartissent comme suit entre les trois classes. 40,000 
voyageursdOlmntltres de premiere classe, 860,000 voyageurs-Momdtres de deuziisme 
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classe, et 400,000 voyageurs-kilomdtres de troisifime classe. Cette repartition n’est 
toutefoispas absolue, en ce sens que si une certaine classe laisse sur les chiffres chdessus 
un excedcnt disponible, cet excedent pourra ctre diverse sur les classes inierieures, 
sans que jamais le nomhre total des voyageurs-kilometres puisse depasser 1,300,000. 
Il a 6te admis aussi que trente chefs dc service ou agents d’un grade dlevo de la 
Compagnie reccvraient des cartes permanentes dc libre circulation en premiere classe 
entre Port-Said et Suez. 

Dans la partie de la Convention relative au port, deux Articles, lb'* i“lc 10 et 
l’Article 11, ont seuls a ctre expliquds. 

L’Article 10 porte epe la Compagnie mettra le port on etat de suffire aux besoins 
du commerce, apres la signature de la Convention. Cette redaction a paru la plus 
gdnerale et par la la mcillcurc; elle necessite toutefois une explication importantc. 

L’agrandisscment du bassin Cherif fait partie des travaux a cxccuter en premier 
lieu; il faut toutefois pour l’entreprendre quo les expropriations aient ete rdglees. _ La 
Compagnie a entame des negotiations a ce sujet avec les Gouvcrnements Anglais. et 
Frangais et avec les autres occupants; mais l’appui actif du Gouvernement Egyptien 
peut seul faire aboutir ces negociations dans un court dciai. 

La stipulation relative a l’exemption des droits do douanc entrera en vigueur du 
jour ou la ligne a ecartemcnt normal sera ouvertc a 1’exploitation, a la condition que 
la Compagnie, ay ant entrepris les travaux d’amelioration du port, soit en mosuve de 
satisfaire aux nouveaux besoins du commerce. 

Afin que le Gouvernement soit constammont renseigne sur l’etat du port la 
Compagnie s’empressera de lui remettre le plan detaille qu’olle on fait dresser chaque 
annde pour eclairer le Conseil d’Administration. 

Ancun doute ne peut exister au sujet de l’interpretation de 1*Article 11. Le 
droit de police, l’un des droits souverains de 1’Etat, ne saurait ctre limite. Si done il 
arrivait jamais que les particulars, par fraude ou contrehande, voulusscnt etendre a 
leur profit le sens de 1’Article 11 jusqu’a pretendre qu’il orec une sorte d’asile, la 
Compagnie tient a dire qu’clle ne l’admettrait pas plus qui' le Gouvernement lui- 
meme, Si, par exemple, des exportateurs peu scrapuleux parvenaient a faire 
pdnetrer de la marchandise dans la zone franehe sans payer les droits lfiguliers. ils 
pourraient y ctre rechorclies; si quelqu’un i entail d’introduire par cette zone une 
marchandise proliibee, il devrait y ctre poursuivi. Lo port do Port-Said forme une 
zone franehe au point de vue douanier, mais il reste soiunis, «ous tous les autres rapports, 
aux lois du pays; tous impels el droits pourront y ctre pergus comme sur le reste du 
territoire Egyptien, hormis eeux quo specific l’Article 11. 

Aucun doute ne peut exister non plus sur la portee limitative dc l’exemption des 
droits dc douanc accordeo a la Compagnie. Il n’est question iei d’aucune favour 
pour son personnel, mais uniquomont d’une faeilitd pour les travaux et Sexploitation. 
Ces travaux et eette exploitation neoessitent des appareils; ils necessitent aussi de 
nomhreuscs matieres, consonances sur ces appareils, dans le port et dans les ateliers, ou 
deposees dans les magasins. Ces matieres et objets di\ ers ne eireulent pas d’un atelier a 
l’autre, ou d’un magasin a un autre, ou encore d’un magasin a un appareil, sans une 
lettre dc voiture inscrite dans les oomptos de la Compagnie, facilement vdrifiahle et 
qui fait foi dc l’usago auquel ils son! destines. Les lettres de voiture, les connaisse- 
ments a l’arrivee en Egyptc, &c., servent aujourd’hiii aux verifications de la Douane , 
ces memos pieces y pourront encore servir sous le regime de l’excmption sans qu’il y 
ait rien a changer aux habitudes. Toutefois, pour ajouter a l’autorite de ces pieces, il 
est entendu qu’elles devvont ton]ours etre eertilices par lTngenieur-cn-ehef de la 
Compagnie, ou, a son defaut, par un chef de section responsahle. 

Yeuillez, &c. 

Le President de la Compagnie Universello du 
Canal Maritime de Suez, 

(Sigue) Prince AUGUSTE D’ARENBERG. 


Inelosure 3 in No. 25. 

Moustapha Fehmy to Prince (VArenberg. 

M. lo President, Le Caire, le l er Fe'vrier, 1902. 

EN rdponse a la lettre que vons m’avez adressee le l ir Pevrier courant comme 
commentaire de la Convention relative au cliemin de for a voie normale d’lsmailia a 
Port-Said et au port de Port-Said, j’ai l’houneur dc vous informer que le Gouverne- 
[1527] -II 
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mellt % y P tien adlifei'c onti— * ce —nt.dont les tevmes scat ^oduits 

Compagnie du Canal de Suez au mjet du 0! de quelques Articles rend 

r‘ fnfSV—eu ddvcloppe le sens et prdeise certains 

details. . .. , t l’Article 0 Le cliiffre aiiquel a etd limitde 

“Le premier de ces Articles esUArticle ^ ^ ^ ^ de servlC6j que 

la part de P s ddpenses d6ja fait f ei ? d’annuitSs au taux de 4 pour cent n vest 

lo Gouvernement doit remboursei au moy l Gouvcmem ent aura ainsi a verser h. la 

mi *« tout 1 1C materiel fixe et roulant de la dite voie 

et pourra en disposer a son §re. rfaite c larle,mais il ne dit pas, il lie pouvait pas 

« L 5 Article 7 est eu lui-meme d un 1 1 attache au service de la voie ferree. Il a 

dire ce que deviendra le personnel ac n d’etablissement de la ligne a ecarte- 

conlenu que, peudant “Ti"spositt,u de 1' Administration des Chemins 
raent normal, tout ce person _ c assurer P exploitation do la -voie existante. 

£££ SSTi— 1 VE S. i— 

VCSta ^Lfm C que e toute diffljiilt^ pa r'la CompagSe sm-sa voie de service 
employes et des ouvners oceupes .1 ^ q e l’JStat, avec 1’indication pour 

1 era remise d rAdministration de C ^ Il ^e7avakage^ acccssoires auxquels ils out 
eh ac un d’eux, des traitemen , b ‘ i dvesses sur la base de ce document, a la fin de 
droit. Les etats de paiemcnt seiout dresses ^ ^ de mat et vises par un 

cliaque mois, par 1 ] / Y^T 1 Comivvnne Tout lc personnel dont il s’agit sera 
Commisaire Lelegue de , j , vdminis tration des Chemins de h er de 1 Ltat 

nientauxordresetsousla ^ consei . V er autant que possible pour le 

Le Gouvernement songagedoie } rouvcrture de la nouvclle ligne, les 

service des Chemins de 1 ei de UAL f l^ Q ^ ^ Compagn i C) a vec un traitement 
employes et ouvners attaches a accessoires compris. Il fera savoir a la 

analogue a celui dont lls ^rmwerture’de la voie nouvelle, quels employes et ouvners 
Compagnie trois mois ava Compamiie aura la charge de rdgler la situation 

il gakera et quels il lui rendia. La P d Gouvernement ne gardera pas a son 

ultdricure des employes et : contormement a ses rtglements, la situation 

service; elle devia < lv1s J P1 . rm taux Chemins de her de 1 Ltat, de manic re que lc 
anbh'ieure des agents qui t c ‘ G>e | 0L q e re vendication it eo sujet. 

Gouvernement Egyptian soit 0 a < ' le 1{J GoU vernement devra transporter 

“ L’Article 9 de la Conv t M et q Suez 1,300,000 voyageurs-lalomcHres 
gratuitemeut entre Port-Said, a ^ guifc cntrc l es trois classes: 

qui, d’apres les previsions, J,j assc SO o,000 voyagcurs-kilometres de 2 1 ' classe, et 

40,000 vogageurs-kilometies daw . Cette repartition n’est ton tel on pas 

100,000 voyageurs-kilometies dc J das&0 i aisse sur les chid res ei-dessus un 

absolue, en ce sens que si line cci ^ deverse sur les classes inleneures, sans 
excedent uisponihle cet exce c a<1 C uis-Ivilometre S puisse depasser 1,300,000. LI a 
que jamais le nombre toh - A, service ou agents d’un grade el eve de la 

do libi« circulatioo ou * classed 

dc la Convention relative au port, deux Articles, 1’Artielc 10 et 

PArticle 11, out seuls ii 6tro expliques. rt cn 6hlt , k . suffire aux 

“ L’Article 10 porte que la P -> Convention. Cette redaction a paru la 
tosous du commorec, anroa 1» glourc ' oilo necessite toutefois uno explication 
plus goneralc et par m ^ 

imp0 '“graudis,emont du bassiu Cheril fait l>" S „nS?Ts 

lieu • il faut toutefois pour 1 entveprendre quo . . " Oouvernemcnts Anglais et 

Compagnie ^^^Liutves ^occupants; * mais l'appui aotit du Gouvernement Egyptien 

peulAl fairo about* de douane outrera en vigueur du 

‘our InoL^C terte b rexploitatiou, * la condition que 
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la Compagnie, ayant ontrepris les travaux d’am61ioration du port, soit en mesure de 

sitisfaire aux nouveaux besoins du commerce. . , , 

“ Afin que le Gouvernement soit constamment renseigu6 sur ldtat du port, U 
Compagnie s’empressera de lui remettre le plan detaille quelle en fait dresser cliaque 

»rmde nour dclairer le Couseil d’Administration. _ . T 

« Aucun doute ne peut existcr au sujet de rinterprdtation deil 4^ lc le ^ L 
droit de police, l’un des droits souveraius (le l’Ltat, ne saurait ctre limite. Si done iL 
arrivait jamais que les particuliers, par fraude ou contrehando, voulussent etendie a 
lem profiUe sem de 1* Article 11 jusqu’a pretendre qu’il cr6e une sorte d’asile, la 
Compagnie tient a dire qu’elle ne l’admettrait pas plus que le Gouvernement Im-meme. 
Si nar exemple, des exportateurs peu scrupuleux parvenaient a fane p6netiei 
marcliandise dans la zone tranche sans payct les droits rdguliers, ils pourraient y etre 
reehcrchee; si quelqu’un tentait d’introduire par cette zone une marchandiso piohibee 
il devrait M^poursuivi. Le port de Port-Said forme une zone francho au point de 
vue douamer, mais il reste soumis, sous tous les autres rapports aux low du pays - 
tous impdts et droits pourront y etre perpus eommo sur le reste du temtoire Lgyptie , 

’““Aue^LteA^utexfsteLnon plus sur la port6e limitative de l'cxemptiou 
des droits de douane accord6e a la Compagnie. Il n’ost question ici d aucune favrnir 
pour son personnel, mais uniqnement d’une facilitd pour les travaux 
Ces travaux et cette exploitation ndeessitent des appareils; ils ndeessitent aussi 
nomhreuses matures, consommecs sur ces appareils, dans le port et dans les ate 
omdcposdcs dans les magasins. Ces matures et objets divers ne oiroutent; pw dun 
atelier a l’autre, ou d’un magasin a un autre, ou encore d un magasm a un apparul, 
sans une lettre de voiture inscrite dans les comptes de la Compagnie, facilement 
verifiable et qui fait foi dc 1’usage auquel ils sont destines. Les lettres de voiture 
les connaissements a l’arrivee en Lgypte, &c., sorvont aujourd hui 
la douane ; ces memes pieces y pourront encore servir sous le regime de 1 exemption 
sans qu’il y ait rien a changer aux habitudes. Toutefois, pour ajouter a 1 autonte de 
ces pieces,k est entendu qu’elles devront toujours etre certifiees par 1 Ing6meur-en- 
chef de la Compagnie, ou, a son defaut, par un chef do section responsabie. 

Yeuillez, &c. 

Le President du Conseii des Ministres, 

(Signe) MOUSTAPHA PEHMY. 


No. 26. 

The Earl of Cromer to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received February 24.) 

(HM ^okbie ^ P Cairo, February 24, 1902. 

( ' G f 1 RECEIYED a visit this morning from Ahmed Arahi, who came to ask 
whether he mi^lit go to Loudon. I told him that he was perfectly at liberty to 
do so He theu said that his object was to pay his respects to His Majesty, an o 
express his thanks to His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales. I replied that, on 
tlie question of whether he would or would not receive, I could give him no assu ^^: 
It would, however, I think, he most undesirable that be should he received It would 
give great offence to the Khedive, and, though I cannot make out that ^ 

legitimate complaint, I fancy that his real object is to compiain 

meat he has received from His Highness. He is also anxious to agitate tor an 

increase of his present allowance. u nn , 0 n,of if lip wpto 

It is possible that Arahi would abandon the idea of a visfi alto^ther if he^ve e 
informed now that he would not he received either by His Majesty o y y 

Highness. Mr. Blunt’s inspiration is probably responsible tor the idea. 


No. 27. 

The Maiquess of Lansdowne to the Earl of Cromer. 

I Tele il lie ) P Foreign Office, February 25, 1902. 

L HAVE received your telegram No. 20 of the 20th Eelmiary, referring to the 
Admiralty property at Port Said. 
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The Admiralty have no w ish to raise unnecessary difficulties, and would not 
oppose measures for the widening of the canal, provided that they have the same 
amount of water frontage as they now possess and that its position is equally 

favourable. 

I will send a Memorandum to you by the next mail, which fully explains the 
views of the Admiralty. 

Should more he required, the Admiralty Director of Works, who is going at 
Easter to Malta, could, if it is really necessary, then proceed to Egypt to see you and 
assist in arranging a compromise, or he could see the officers of the Suez Canal 
Company at Paris and confer with them. 


No. 28. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to the Earl of Cromer. 

(No. 25.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, February 25, 1902. 

1 HAVE received your telegram No. 2o of the 24th instant, relative to Arabi 
Pasha’s desire to visit London to see the King and convey his thanks to the Prince of 
Wales. His Majesty will on no account receive him, and hopes that you will dissuade 
him from his intention of paying a visit to this country. 


No. 29. 

The Earl of Cromer to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received February 27.) 


(No. 28.) 

(Telegraphic.*) P. Cairo, February 27, 1902. 

AT a further interview this morning with Ahmed Arabi, he has informed me that, 
under the circumstances, he will abandon his proposed visit to London. I cannot say 
how far he may subsequently be influenced by Mr. Blunt to change his mind, but I 
think that at present he intends to adhere to this decision. 


No. 30. 

Admiralty to Foreign Office.—-(Received February 28.) 

Admiralty, February 27, 1902. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 20th instant and previous correspondence 
relative to the proposed railway extension and harbour works at Port Said, I am com¬ 
manded by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit herewith, lor the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, a Memorandum respecting the 
Admiralty property facing the Canal front which the Suez Canal Company have proposed 
to acquire in connection with their scheme. 

It will be seen that the Admiralty have always attached special importance to its 
retention for naval purposes. 

2. My Lords have carefully considered the proposals, and, while anxious to in no 
way prevent the carrying out of the proposed widening of the Canal and the improvement 
scheme generally, it appears to them that the scheme can be modified so as to still 
enable the Admiralty to retain a corresponding area of land along the Canal front 
to that they at present possess without impairing the efficiency of the Company’s 
proposals. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 
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Inclosure in No. 30. 
Port Said. 


Memorandum in respect of Admiralty Land. 

THE Admiralty acquired this land in 1870. It was bought as a matter of 
policy. 

No particular use of it has been made up to the present by the Admiralty for special 
naval purposes, but it has been leased to an engineering firm, and the Admiralty have 
the right of resumption whenever required. Wc are able to have repairs executed as 
necessary. 

Its acquisition or retention has never been considered from any commercial point of 
view. The Admiralty have always attached the greatest importance to its commanding 
position on the Canal front and to its retention in case it should at any time be required 
for naval purposes; and although offers to buy it have been made in the past, they have 
never for a moment been entertained. 

The Admiralty have no wish in any way to prevent the carrying out of the Canal 
Company’s schemes for widening the Canal for dock extension and for improving the 
railway facilities. They are anxious, if naval interests permit, to nice! the Company’s 
views. 

Three proposals have been made in this matter:— 

(a.) For a money payment; 

( b .) A site on the east side opposite Port Saul; and 

(c.) The area in the rear of Navy House. 

With regard to (a), no equivalent in money value can be considered, as it is 
essential that the Admiralty shall have land in exchange equivalent in area and position 
to that existing. 

(b) Is in no seme an equivalent ; it, is on the opposite side from the town, and could 
not be accepted. 

(c.) This is better situated than (b), but it has this considerable disadvantage: that 
it does not face the main front of the Canal, and that the Dassin Cherif is shallow. The 
only way in which this site could be made of any use would he to dredge the basin to ;i 
depth of at least 28 feel to enable vessels of heavy draught to come alongside the quay 

wall. 

The Admiralty fully appreciate the importance of the widening of the Canal at the 
point facing Admiralty land. But at Port Said physical and engineering difficulties do 
not necessitate any particular “ form ” of docks and basins to suit peculiarities of ground 
The Admiralty quite agree to give up their land for any widening of the Canal which L 
necessary at this point, but they do not see wli} they should not have equivalent 
frontage to the widened Canal and equivalent area at the point where the widening 
ceases, immediately in rear, i.e., to the west of their present land—the general arrange¬ 
ment of the docks being redesigned to allow for this, possibly by moving the new basins 
further south and by leaving the Bassin Cherif in its piesent condition. This would 
involve some alteration in the connection between the proposed terminus and the basins, 
but this seems only to be a question of rearrangement of sidings, and involves no real 
difficulty. 

The Admiralty, therefore, consider that this aspect of (lie case should be pointed 
out to the Canal Company, and that they should be asked to thoroughly consider it. 

It is believed that it will be quite practicable to replan the basins to give the 
Admiralty an area of land at the rear of their existing land occupying a corresponding- 
position on the Canal front, without in any way impairing the general efficiency of the 
proposed scheme. 

If this proposal is carried out, it is to be understood that all embanking and 
revetting walls and re-erecting buildings, as on the present Admiralty land, must he 
included in the arrangements. 

Admiralty, February 27, 1902. 


[ 1527 ] 
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No. 31. 


The Earl of Cromer to the 


Marques* of Lansdowne.—(Received March 3.) 


(No. 21.) Cairo, February 20, 1902. 

M ' T WTTH reference to previous correspondence, letter‘Tddre^sed’by 

b-thn’s date, I bavc the honour Certain proposals for the exchange of land at 

f “ 0ther l )iCCCS ° f knd 5 (3) " plaU eXplammS 

P,, nlf^e S t e o this plan will show that 

Admiralty should give up lots 2 and 3, con ain^ g ^ J rficies 0 f 13,000 square metres. 

in exchange for lots marked A,. ] ;> 9* ^J^mmcdiately^at the back of Navy House, 
The ground offered in exchange s situated a ^ o4hirds 0 f that which the 

and incloses it on three sides, t i ‘l uU ^ lmmcs po i n ts out that the Admiralty would 

S™"” 1 ’ in; ‘ ead of - “ at i> res “ t ' occ "' ,yins d " 

Sue. Canal Company, whose altiluJe SNXhood ttat 

'l % Mthlr L ° tdSWP " M ' ld aiCati " n 

, ho iloeiaion which the Admiralty iuf.li to take m this matte . ] ^ 

(Signed) OKOMER. 


Inclosure in No. 31. 

M. Charmes to Mr. Gorst. 

olu! qui so trouvo demere to. hoi hue,its. Ahius vousk 

esivraiTais ,o « I ulus on,•ore. o’est mon ddsir d’aeeuminodoi tout 
„V:A oeeoiuiiiodnblo; do ooutiuoov avoo vous cos n-liitions do himno qrneo qui, 

' ... o imdoxislos onlro le Gouvernemout Huypt.oil et la <un • nio 

.. doni ^ ;r,^r. 

'' esi pneoccvipe do menu'. Nous sommes tons 

osposds :i vous donuoi salisfnotion. ,nal..,r les f.v.s opposes, dans trade la 
no are on nous le pouvons laiio. , , un terrain vous sera code 

dh 'lone, cher Monsieur, vous 1^, ■> >^Xrai *, 

^ , d i?‘;;f U e ; les n t dans une situation trop dillieile, jo vous 

g - -X l“K : S; 

.eiit'clairo pour >Z.“Tl ^‘“ut oUigd dSuontietcmr Lord 
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Cromer. S’il acceptait mon iddc, il aura, j’en sms s4r, la complaisance d ecrire dans ce 

sens a l’Amirautd, ce qui sera du plus grand poids. 

Comme Lord Cromer m’a souvent demandd oh nous mettnons 1 Amirautc 1 ran- 
caise, ie tiens a dire que, do me me qu’elle ost aujourd’liui derriere lAiniraute 
-Vrmlaise, do memo notre pensee serait de la placer a l’oxtremite du bassm Chert . 
j e tiens a dire aussi que, comme dans l’ancien terrain, l’Amiraute Anglaise doviendrait 
uronridtaire du quai qui est devant ses batiments et donne sur le canal, our lo 
bassm, nous garderions un quai de 10 metres pour le service du port, mans il on etai, 
a iubi sur le terrain a coder par 1’ Amirautd. 


No. 32. 


The Earl of Crown tc ,f < ^^rquess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 3.) 

Mv Lord Cairo, Fehuary 21, 1902. 

I HAVE the honour (<■ mbmi' m, Report on the progress made in the various 
Ad Jutotive Depadx'm.d • I Eg;, ptian Government during the ycar 1001. 

The affairs of the ded m a separate despatch. 


Accounts for 1901. 

The estimates Tor the year 1901 were as follows 

£ K * 

T , ... 10,700,OOOt 

Kcvcmie .. .. •• '* 10,630,000 

Expenditure .. • • • - • * _ 

Surplus. <*'000 

The accounts show, in round numbers, the following icsults . 

£ E. 

„ .... 12,160,0001 

lunenue •• •• ** '* “ . 11,306,000 

l‘,\p l 'U<lltUI<‘ . • •• •• •• '■ ^ _ 

Surplus. 7til -000 


The revenue was, therefore, £ K. 1 , 100,000 in excess 01 the estimates. 

The excess appears under every head of account. Eor instances customs, 

0 E. 412,000; tobacco, £ E. 221,000; oetroi £ E. 3|),000; salt, £ ^ o *W00; 
fisheries, CE. 12,000; stamps and registration, £ E.L0 0°; r.i’ 
telegraphs, C E. 8,000; port of Alexandria, £ E. o;,000; 1 ost OtUei, C L. ^3,000, 
q.,1,7 .lues C M. 10,000; judicial ices, EE. 187,000; interest, EE 31,000; redemp¬ 
tion of military service, C E. 01,000; miscellaneous, C E. 01,000; and rent ot 
<imeminent lands, E E. 10,000. 

Pro in the figures given above, it would appear as it the expenditure lad exceeded 
ih<-. donates In C E. 700,000. The increase, however, is mainly due to the tact that, 
to the iarge excess of revenue over the estimates, the amount paid to the 
Uussn do la Dette, to he erediied to the General Reserve j’utui, was larger by 
C E. 058,000 than was anticipated. The real excess mer tin' evmutes was, therefore, 
onlv C E 102 000. This is nimost wholly accounted lor by tne excess m the expendi¬ 
ture of ilie Railway Administration, which shows an increase ot £ 15. 100,000 over the 

estimates, due to increased traffic.$ . , . 

Hi,. m .t linaneial result of the year is that, the surplus exceeded the estimate by 

E E. 700,000. 

I 0 111 die ! auruu h Jin, ,i, uunlq uu-iu(K, >.U th.- lUMuue side, u gnmt ot ubuut £ E. 216,000 made by 
, til), lie. _ 

1^1 s lt)j '( l, llil* J lUtlks Ill'll* i\iC \iC l 1 * G v ' ' 






I should mention that on the expenditure 

appear:— 


Conversion economies .. . 

Payment to General Restore Fund 


side of the account the following items 


£ E. 
265,000 
1,143,000 


Total 


1,408,000 


If from the revenue side of The account is deducted the grant of £ E. 210,000, 
made by the Caisse do la Dette, and if from the expenditure side of the account is 
deducted the figure of £ E. 1,108,000, given above, flic figures of the past year would 
stand as follows :— 

£ E. 


Revenue 

Expenditure 


11,944,000 

9.988,000* 


Surplus ., ,. .. . • • ■ l 956,000 


Those latter figures represent the true financial position of the Egyptian Treasury. 
Were it not for the peculiar system imposed by the international obligations of the 
Egyptian Got eminent, the accounts of last year, after providing lor administration, 
interest on debt, sinking fund to the extent of £ E. 04,000, and Soudan exp-m 
diture to the extent of £ E. 417,000, would still show a surplus of little less than 
£ E. 2,000,000. 


General Resen e Fund. 


On tlie 31st December, 1000, a sum of £ E. 3,520,000 stood to the credit of the 
General Reserve Fund. 

During the course of the } ear £ E. 1,700,000 was paid, under various heads of 
account, into the fund. 

On the other hand, payments from the fund wore made to the extent ol 
£E. 1 ,494,000. Of this amount £ E. 13!,000 was m the nature of advances, which 
will eventually be repaid. 

The net result of these operations is ilia! the balance standing to the credit oi ihe 
fund on the 31st December, 1001 , amounted to 0 E. 3,705,000. 

Of this amount £ E. 2,830,000 is pledged to expenditure ol various sorts, thus 
leaving an unpledged balance of 0 E, 050,000. 

Special Reserve Fund. 

This fund is, it will he remembered, entirely at the disposal of the Egyptian 
Government. 

On the 31st December, 1900, a sum of £ E. 800,000 -hood to the credit of the 

fund. 

During the course of the past year £ E. 705,000 was paid into the fund. 

On the other hand, payments amounting to C E. 287,000 were made from the 

fund. 

The net result of these operations is that, on the 34 st December, 1901, a sum of 
£ E. 1,287,000 stood to the credit of the fund. 

Of this amount £ E. 507,000 is pledged to future' expenditure, mainly in the 
Soudan, thus leaving an unpledged bnhuiei oi C E. 720,000. 1 should observe that 

the money spent on railways, telegraph extension, barracks, Ac., in the Soudan, is 
treated as an advance repayable at some future date'. 


Comers ion Econ o m ies. 

On the 31st December, 1900, a sum of £ E. 1,002,000, representing the Conver¬ 
sion Economies, had been invested by the Commissioners of Ihe Debt. 

3he amount invested on the 31st December, 1901, was C E. 1,185,000. 


* In tlas figun is u diulf'il a Mini i f £ E. 6i,ui 0, bung the sinking fund ul the Gu.unntted Debt 
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The Conversion Economies, therefore, were increased by 6 E. 483,000 during the 
course of the year. 

I gather, from comments which I occasionally read in the British press, that 
some little misapprehension prevails as to the position of the “ Caisse do la Dette ” in 
respect to the large funds which they administer. T take, therefore, this opportunity 
of stating how the case really stands. 

Eew impartial people would, I conceive, he found to defend the financial system 
with which the “ Caisse do la Dette ” is identified. There cannot be a doubt that 
that system is very defective. The Commission of the Debt was, in fact, created to 
deal with a condition of affairs which has long since ceased to exist. But I wish to 
point out that the main defects of the system, such as the arbitrary limit imposed on 
administrative expenditure, the low restriction placed on the working expenses of the 
Railway, the impossibility of keeping open a Railway Capital Account, and the 
accumulation of the Conversion Economics, are organic defects fir which the 
Commissioners of the Debt themselves are in no degree responsible. They have 

to administer flic law as it stands. They arc powerless to change it. 1 wish, 

moreover, to state that, within the latitude which is allowed to them by law, the 

Commissioners of the Debt have recently done their utmost to mitigate the evil 

effects of the system. Eor some while past, the most friendly relations have existed 
between the Egyptian Government and the Commissioners. 

The principle, on which I always strongly insisted when I was myself a Com 
missioner, that the interests of the bondholders and those of the Egyptian people 
are identical, seems to have been more fully recognized than heretofore. Liberal 
grants have been made from the Reserve Fund for the construction of public works, 
and, generally, a disposition lias been shown to consider any proposals made by the 
Government in a very friendly and conciliatory spirit. 

Whilst on this subject, 1 may mention that perhaps the feature of the present 
system which from a financial point of view, is the least capable of any rational defence is 
that under which the economies resulting from tlie conversion of the preference stock 
in 1889-90 are allowed to accumulate in a special fund. I have pointed out on 
previous occasions that the practical result of this plan is to create a had form of 
sinking fund. The Government buys its own stock at a premium, and, to a certain 
extent, aids in maintaining an artificial price. ■ For the moment, an adventitious 
circumstance prevents the full effects of tlie system from being felt. 

Some little while ago it was decided, with the consent of the Powers, to issue 
1,800,000/. of preference stock, the proceeds of which arc being employed on railway 
improvement. Up to tlie end of 1900 stock to the extent of 996,000/. had been issued, 
but none of this was placed on the market. It was taken up by the Commissioners 
of the Debt, on account of General Reserve Fund and Conversion Economies investments. 
When, however, the whole of this stock has been issued, purchases of stock in the 
open market must, I conceive, ho resumed. The Conversion Economies, which, 
as I have pointed out above, amounted to £ E. 4S3,000 in 1901, will increase every 
year. The money accumulates at compound interest. It is easy to foresee that, if 
the present system is allowed to continue, a situation will eventually be created which 
will be little short of absurd. 


Egyptian Debt* 

On the 31st December, 1900, the outstanding capital of the Egyptian Debt 
amounted to 103,710,000/., of which 7,273,000/. was held by the Commissioners of the 
Debt, leaving a balance of 90,437,000/. in the hands of the public. 

Debt to the extent of 445,000/. was paid off during the past year, of which 
77,000/. was Guaranteed Stock, 208,000/. Domains, and 100,000/, Daira. 

On the 31st December, 1901, the outstanding capital of the Debt amounted, 
therefore, to 103,265,000/., of which 8,265,000/. was held by the Commissioners of the 
Debt,t thus leaving a balance ol 95,000,000/. in the hands of the public. 


• The figures dealing with tlie capital of the Debt .ue given in steiling, not in Egyptian currency, 
f The Commissioners also hold Unified and Piefoieuce Stock to the amount ol 379,000/., to meet charges 
for law-suits which, at the time of the Law of Liquidation in 1880, weie pending against the Government. It 
is certain that these claims will eventually he settled for a sum iar mfeiioi to that which is held in order to 
cover thorn. 

[ 1827 ] 
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I may mention that in 18SS, that is to say, prior to the conversion ot the Pre¬ 
ference Stock, the capital of the Debt amounted to 103,028,000/. 1 ho whole ol this 

amount was held by the public. The conversion, although it diminished the charge 
on account of interest, naturally added to the capital. In 1891 tire Debt rose to its 
maximum figure, namely, 100,802,000/., of which 1,193,000/. was held by the Com¬ 
missioners of the Debt, leaving 105,009,000/. in the hands of the public. Since that 
time it lias been steadily diminishing. It will be seen that, in spite of a recent issue 
of 990,000/. fresh Preference Stock, the total outstanding capital on the 31st December, 
1901, viz., 103,265,000/., is only very slightly (237,000/.) in excess of that in 1888, 
prior to the conversion, viz., 103,028^000/. iloreover, if flic amount now held by the 
Commissioners of the Debt, viz, 8,265,000/., be deducted, there has been an absolute 
reduction of debt, compared to 1888, of no less than 8,028,000/. 

The charge on account of Interest and Sinking Pm id amounted, in 1888, to 
£ E. 1,251,000. On the 31 st December, 1901, it amounted to £ E. 3,850,000 on the 
total outstanding capital, and to only about £ E. 3,561,000 on the capital in the hands 
of the public. The real reduction in the interest-charge since 1888 amounts, there¬ 
fore, to £ E. 090,000 a-year. 


Estimates for 1902. 

For several years successively, the Egyptian revenue has been considerably in 
excess of the estimates. Under the special conditions which existed in this country, 
cautious estimates were not only justifiable hut absolutely necessary. As Mr. Curst 
has pointed out in his note on the Budget for the current year, it was essential to 
ascertain by experience whether the growth of revenue was based on any abnormal or 
precarious conditions, or whether, on the other hand, it was the natural result of an 
increase in the wealth of the country. More than this, until the value of the irriga¬ 
tion works, which have been in course of construction for some years past, had been, 
thoroughly tested, it was difficult to state with confidence what financial results might 
he produced by a failure of the ordinary Nile flood. Various circumstances, to which 
I need not allude in detail, point to*the conclusion that a steady and progressive 
increase of the revenue may now he confidently anticipated. In every direction there 
are signs that the wealth of the (ouutry is growing. The real value of the irrigation 
works has been attested hv the experience of 1899, when, in spite of an exceptionally 
low Nile, the harvests were abundant. Moreover, the completion of the dams at 
Assouan and Assiout affords an additional guarantee against drought. Under these 
circumstances, the caution exercised in framing the estimates during t he last few years 
may, to a certain limited extent, be relaxed. In spite of a remission of taxation to 
the amount ef £ E. 00,000, and of the fact that, as a result of the operations of the 
cadastral survey, a loss of £ E. 25,000 is anticipated, the revenue of 1902 has been 
estimated at £ E. 300,000 in excess of that of 1901. 

The figures of the Budget are as follows :— 

£ 15. 

l£o\Gimp .. .« .. .. ,. ,. .. 11,060,000 

Exiiunliture .. .. .. ,, .. .. »* 10,850,000 

Sm plus .. .. .. .. .. .. 210,000 

1 have little doubt that, in spite of the relatively liberal estimate which has been 
made of the revenue, the surplus of the \ear will be considerably in excess of the 
figure given above. On the other hand, it is to he borne in mind that the Egyptian 
Treasury will shortly have to commence payment of the annuity due for the construc¬ 
tion of the Nile reservoirs. This annuity amounts to about £ Ik 160,000, hut, as 
1 ha\e frequently explained in former Deports, for every 1/. added to the administra¬ 
tive expenditure, another ]/. has to be paid to the Caisse do la Detto. The additional 
charge on tin* Egyptian Treasury will, therefore, amount io the double of 0 E. 100,000, 
that is to say, to £ E. 320,000. That this charge can he met with ease 1 do not 
doubt, but the fact that provision has to lie made for so large a sum in the near future 
affords an ample justification for not moving further at present either in the direction 
of remitting taxes or of increasing expenditure. 

In the figure of £ lk 11,060,000, given above as the estimate of revenue for the 
current year, is included a sum of £ E. 210,000, which, undo rt r arrangement made 
some years ago in connection with a reduction of the land Oix, the Commissioners of 
the Debt agreed to pay for a term of years from the General Reserve Fund. 


On the other hand, the expenditure figure, viz., C E. 10,850,000, includes the 
following items :— 


Rodi'Hiption of Debt 
Convi'r-ion Economies Fund . . 
(tenoral Uc'-orve Fund 


£ E. 

.. 66,000 
.. 265.000 

.. 619,000 

.. 950,000 


Thus, if Egypt were not hampered by tlio peculiar system of accounts and 
estimates imposed by its international obligations, the figures of 1902 would stand as 
follows :— 


Revenue 

Expenditure 


£ E, 

,. 10,8-14,000 

9,900,000 


Surplus 


It follows that, on estimates which may still he characterized as very cautious, a 
surplus of nearly a million is, or, perhaps, I should say, ought to he, available either 
for increasing expenditure or for the relief of taxation. 

I proceed to state the principal changes which have been made in connection with 
the Budget of the current year. 

I mentioned in my Deport of last year that the navigation dues on the Nile had 
been abolished. A small fee was, however, levied on all boats moving from one 
station to another. It only realized a revenue of £ E. 1,200 a-year, and was, 
without doubt, a source of annoyance to the owners of boats. It lias noiv been 
abolished. 

A few years ago an octroi duty was levied, not only in the towns, but in many of 
the villages throughout Egypt. It is a bad form of raising revenue. I fully concur 
in the following remarks, which I quote from Mr. Gorst’s note : “ The octroi duty,” 
lie says, “is levied equally on all articles of consumption, including the necessaries 
of life, and therefore presses unduly upon the poorest classes of the population. 
Moreover, there is i.o'hix among those at present existing in this country, 
where the prevention of maud and removal of abuses are attended with so much 
difficulty.” 

The first step taken in the direction of reform in this matter was to abolish the 
octroi in the villages. At a subsequent period it was abolished in the small provincial 
towns, it has now been decided to abolish it in the eleven provincial towns in 
which, until recently, this duty was still levied. This measure involves a loss of gross 
revenue to the extent of £ Ik 09,000, but, owing to the abuses to which, as I have 
already mentioned, this method of collecting revenue was particularly liable, the 
relief to the taxpayers will probably he considerably in excess of this sum. On the 
other hand, the loss to the Egyptian Treasury will be only £ E. 1-5,000, for the cost of 
collection was £E. 15,000, or no loss than 25 per cent, of the gross revenue—a figure 
which, I may observe, is by itself almost sufficient to condemn the system. 

The octroi duty is, therefore, now abolished everywhere save at Cairo and 
Alexandria. The net revenue collected at Cairo amounts to about £ E. 150,000; that 
at Alexandria to about £ E. 50,000. 'flic Alexandria Municipality, at whose disposal 
the octroi revenue collected at that t nvn is placed, has recently made certain proposals 
with a view to the abolition of the duly on corn and meat, and the substitution of other 
luxes in its place. These proposals are now under consideration, hut it will not 
improbably he found advisable to make no change at present. 

The following are (he principal changes introduced on the expenditure side of the 
estimates. 

The grant to the Ministry of Public Instruction has been increased by £E. 5,500. 
It is estimated that some changes recently made in the tees payable at the Primary 
schools will increase the revenue by £ E. L3,500. 'finis an additional sum of 
<£lk 19,000 will he available for educational purposes. 

The Sanitary Department receives an additional grant of about £ E. 5,000, in order 
to provide for improved inspection in the provinces, and the establishment of a 
Veterinary School, 

The grant to the Prisons Department has been increased by £E. 5,000, to provider 
for the food and clothing of prisoners. 
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Fresh credits, to the extent or £E. 10,000, have been accorded to the Ministry of 
Justice to enable various improvements in the judicial system to bo 

The Public Works Department receives an additional £ E. 8,000 ioi yiiious 
services, such, for instance, as the lighting and maintenance of the streets of Cairo and 

Port SUid^e Qf various changes in the Coast-guard Service, an economy of 

^ E * The telegraphs* and Post Office receive additional grants of £ E. 6,000 and 
£ E. 4,500 respectively, in order to enable these services to lie extended and 

imP The d expenditure on pensions has been reduced by £ E. 18,000. This reduction is 

due to commutations. „ , „ , , , . 

One Soudanese battalion lias been disbanded, and the camel-transpoit con- 
panies have been abolished. The military expenditure has thus been reduced by 
£ E 29 000 

The net result of these, and of some other changes, the details of which arc given 
in Mr. Gorst’s note, is that the estimated expenditure for 1902 is £E. 77,000 m excess 
of that of 1901. It is greatly to the credit of the financial Department that it has 
been found possible to carry out the various administrative reforms, to some ot wiucli 
allusion is made above, at such small additional cost. 


The Soudan. 

The total charge borne bv the Egyptian Treasury on account of the Soudan 
amounted, in 1901, to £ E. 417,000. The Estimates for 1902 provide for a diminution 
of this charge by £ E. 27,000. The total amount borne, under this head, by the 
Egyptian Budget for 1902 is £ E. 390,000, distributed as follows 

jE E 

p; v{1 . 267,000 

Military" * V. .. !. .. 

Total.. .. .. •• •• •• 390,000 

I should add that, in reality, the Soudan costs the Egyptian Government less than 
the figure given above. About £ E. 43,000 is collected at Egyptian ports on account 
of duty on goods destined for the Soudan. This amount is credited to the Egyptian 
Treasury. 


Summary of the Financial Situation. 

The financial position of the Egyptian Government, on the 31st December, 1901, 
may ho summarized as follows :— 

The revenue of 1901, including a grant of £ E. 216,000 from the Caisso de la 
Dette, amounted to £ E. 12,160,000. This is the highest figure on record. 

The expenditure of 1901, after devoting £ E. 64,000 to sinking fund, and after 
paying £ E. 1,408,000 to the General Reserve and Conversion Economies Eunds, 
amounted to £ E. 11,396,000. 

There was, therefore, a surplus of revenue over expenditure, in 1901, amounting 
to £ E. 764,000. 

The balance to the credit of the General Reserve fund, on the 31st December, 
1901, was £ E. 3,795,000, of which £ E. 2,839,000 was pledged to future 
expenditure. 

The balance to the credit of the Special Deserve Eund, on the 31st December, 
1901, was £ E. 1,287,000, of which £ E. 567,000 was pledged to future ex¬ 
penditure. 

The accumulated economies arising from the conversion of the preference stock 
in 1880 amounted, on the 31st December, 1901, to £ E. 4,485,000. 

The outstanding capital of the Egyptian debt amounted, on the 31st December, 
1901, to 103,265,000/. Of this amount, 8 , 265 , 000 /. was held by the Commis¬ 
sioners of the debt, thus leaving a balance of 95 , 000 , 000 /. in the hands of the 
public. 

The revenue of 1902 is estimated at £ E. 11,060,000, and the expenditure at 
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£ E. 10,S50,000, thus leaving an estimated surplus of £ E. 210,000. It is probable 
that this surplus will be exceeded. 

The Soudan charge, military and civil, on the Egyptian Treasury amounted, in 
1901, to £ E. 417,000. Tho estimated charge for 1902 is £ E. 390,000. 

The most satisfactory features of the Egyptian financial are (1) that the revenue 
is steadily growing; and ( 2 ) that the growth of expenditure is far less rapid than that 
of revenue. 

I give below the figures of revenue since 1890 :— 


1890 






£ E. 

10,237,000 

1891 






10,539,000 

1892 






10,297,000 

1893 






10,242,000 

1894 






10,161,000 

1895 ■.. 






10,431,000 

1896 






10,694,000 

1897 




• • ■ • 


11,093,000 

1898 






11,132,000 

1899 






11,200,000 

1900 




• t • • 


11,447,000 

1901 




mm m • 

.. 

11,944,000 


During the period covered by these figures taxes to the extent of £ E. 1,408,000 
per annum have been remitted. The salt tax has been reduced by 40 per cent. 
The postal and telegraph rates have been reduced by 50 per cent. Large reductions 
have been made in the railway rates. The only increase of taxation has been in the 
tobacco duty, which has been raised from P. T. 14 to P. T. 20 per lcilog. The house 
tax has also been imposed upon European residents in Egypt. 

In spite of these changes, it will he seen that, during the twelve years from 1S90 
to 1901, both inclusive, revenue has increased by £ E. 1,707,000. This fact is most 
encouraging for the future. 

During the same period the expenditure has been as follows :— 


1890 








£ E. 

9,590,000 

1891 








9,607,000 

1892 




. . 




9.552,000 

1893 








9,555,000 

1894 




. , 




9,470,000 

1895 




, , 




9,421,000 

1896 




, , 




9,005,000 

1897 




• . 




9,709,000 

1898 




, , 




9,800,000 

1899 




. . 




9,929,000 

1900 




. # 




9,895,000 

1901 




. . 




9,924,000* 


It will he seen, therefore, that, during the twelve years under review, the expendi¬ 
ture has only increased from £ E. 9,590,000 to £ E. 9,924,000, that is to sav, bv 
£ E. 334,000! 

The working expenses of the railway, which naturally grow with the increase of 
revenue, more than account for the difference between the total figures of 1890 
and 1901 respectively. In 1890 the working expenses were £ E. 610,000. In 1901 
thoy were £ E. 1,057,000. There has, therefore, been an increase under this head, in 
twelve years, of £ E. 447,000. This is £ E. 113,000 in excess of the total increase of 
expenditure under all heads. 

During this period improvements, involving large extra expenditure, have been 
effected in every department of the State. Moreover, it has recently been necessary to 
provide for a heavy annual charge on account of the Soudan. Nevertheless, it has 
always been found possible to compensate for increased expenditure in some directions by 
economies effected in other directions. I should add that, so far from efficiency having 
been sacrificed to economy, I entertain a strong opinion that the efficiency of every 
branch of the service has been greatly enhanced by the steady and constant cheek 
which has been maintained by the Financial Department on any tendency to 
extravagance. 

* From this figure are, of course, excluded the payments on account of Sinking Fund (£ E. 64,000) 
General Reserve Fund (£ E, 1,143,000), and Conversion Economies Fund (£ E. 265,000). 
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Indebtedness of the Fellaheen. 

I have explained in mv previous Reports that the distinctive feature of Ihe 
Effvptian plan for dealing villi this interesting and important subject is that a ccita n 
amount of co-operation is established between the Government and the ISationallUk. 

The Bank maS the advances, and incurs the whole financial responsibih y of e 
undertaking The Government, through the agency of its tax-gnthercis collects tlm 
Znc v d^to the Bank at the same time as the land tax Thus the Bank hen g 
relieved if the necessity of maintaining an expensive staff of' subordinates, is able to 
advance money to the peasantry at a relatively low late oi mteiest. 

From October 1900 to September 1901, IS,191advances, 

070 100 were made. Of these, 13,030, amounting to an aggregate ol ^ •'' » . ’ 

were loans repayable within the year The remaining Bjl«l ^ 
all to £ E 197,700, were loans repayable m five years. Of the IffiO JO lo _ P } 
within the year more than half, namely, 7,427, were for sums below £Ko; the total 
™“ { Ranees below £ E. 10 was 10,116. Of the 

vpniN more than half (2,604) were for sums not exceeding £ E. 20.. 1 hesc tallies cicauy 
show’that the main object of the scheme has been attained : assistance has been given 

10 Sm staerthe e Bank commenced making these loans in 1809, over 31.000 loans have 
been contracted; relief has, therefore, been afforded to an equivalent number of small 
proprietors. There are now 15,269 loans outstanding, for an aggregate amount of 
£ E. 402,000 ; of these, 3,326 are repayable within the year, and 11,9 43 repayable m 

fiVC The'amount that fell due in 1901 was £ E. 146,000. This sum was due from 
over 21 000 borrowers. The whole amount, with the exception of L E. 600, had been 
recovered on the 31st December last, and the small sum still owing w ill probably be 

C ° Ue TUo olSoT to the plan adopted in Egypt is that the class of operation inuilved 
is more properly the work of a Land Bank than of an ordinary hank l ie National 
Bank of Egvpt cannot reasonably be expected to lock up more than L L. 10 1,001 
canital in Undertakings of this nature. Bor the moment, the ddheully has been met. 
Try the Government advancing C IS. 250,000 to the Bank. This u .11, at all menu, ri One 
the operalions to continue for the time being. Whether any inure complete mange, 
of system will be necessary must be a matter for subsequent consideration. 1 here can, 

I venture to think, be no question of abandoning the experiment which ha;, so lar 
proved eminently successful. There can bo no doubt .hat the Egyptian hdlaluvi, 
to realize the advantages of getting money at a moderate rate ol interest, and t hat 
thev are willing to take the opportunity now afforded to them oi shaking themsehes 
free from the -rip of the village usurers. From all 1 hear, .1 do not doubt that it would 
be unite possible, were the capital nailable, to ex'end very considerably the operations 
of the Hank Butina mat ter of this sort it is as well to move slowly, more especially as 

careful supervision is an essential element to the attainment of the object.m \lew. 1 
think thevoloie, tied lor the time being it is not necessary to arrange lor any more 
extended operations than those which maybe covered by the additional 6 E. 250,000 

which the Government has advanced to the Bank. . Iie ... . ., 

1 lane in previous Reports, mentioned that the real test ol success winch should 
eventually lie applied to the experiment, which has now lven going on lor three y ears, 
is whether the fellaheen will, or will not, me tie* advant iges olleml them io mem- 
fresh debts h is ini traHv difficult to obe.ii, precise information on I ms subject, 
ybceovir -iiiilicient tune has not elapse-1 6. en .hie the experiment to have a bur trial. 
So lar however, as 1 have been able to judge, I lie alleged irremediable extravagance 
of the* fellaheen iris, as 1 anticipated would be tin* ease, been gredlv exaggerated. 
Ill) to the present tune, tin* number ol those* who lane used tin ii inipio\(*d ciedi. in 
order to incur fresh «i < * I > t has, to the best of my iieliel, been \tiy small. 

Post Office Savings Banks. 

On the 1st March, 1901, Postal Savings Banks were opened at twenty-seven Hrst- 
class post-otfiees. lln* rate of interest allowed is 21 percent per annum. 'L'lie 
deposits are limited io C F. 56 in one year, and to a total ol C F. 200. 

l’lie sum d“p‘)- ited from tin* 1st March to the 31st December was £ K 87,000, and 
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the amount withdrawal, £ E. 39,000, thus leaving a balance of CE. 48,000, due to 
depositors at tlie end of tbe year. 

The total number of depositors was 6,740, of whom 4,197 were Egyptians 
and 2,543 foreigners. Of tlie foreigners, 1,274 were Italians, 390 British, 373 
Greeks, 227 Ercncli, 145 Austrians, 48 Germans, and tbe remainder of other 
nationalities. 

It will not be without interest to state the various professions to which tbe 
depositors belong :— 


GoxumnouL oilicials .. •• 

a . 


.. 1,3:39 

Magistrates 



.. 13 

Sheikhs .. 


. . 

18 

Clergy 



.. 13 

Soldieis and sailors .. 


. • 

.. 138 

5fenchants.. 



.30 5 

Manufacturers 


• a a a 

. . 8 i 

Fai mors .. 



.. 88 

Authois and journalists 



., ^8 

Liberal professions .. 



.. 899 

Schoolmasters, S.c. ., 


. a 

.. 120 

Students . .. .. . • 


. . 

292 

Mn chants’ clerks .. 


. . 

.. USo 

Workmen .. .. . • .. 



838 

Sciv. lilts .. 


a a 

398 

( hildteu .. 



721 

Mi-cellancous (without pi of. wms) 


a a • * 

181 

benevolent Institutions, S^c. .. 


. a 

10 

Total .. 

, , 

. . 

9.740 


On tbe whole, T think it may be said that so far the experiment of establishing 
Savings Banks lias proved as successful as could reasonably have been expected. It is 
clear,"however, from the classification of the depositors which is given above, that the 
rural population generally have not as yet availed themselves of the facilities for 
investment now offered by the Government. This may, to some extent, lie due to 
the fact that tin* existence of tin* Savings Banks is as yet only partially known 
throughout the coumry But another, and possibly more* seiious. obstacle xxhieli 
stands in tin* way' ol success is the fooling which exists amongst Muhomiucdans 
generally e-ainst imostm<*iits of this nature. During the course of last year, 390 
depositor., .ill Mahommedaus, renounced the interest on their deposits. 

Tin barge number of Dalian investors is probably duo to the fact that a great 
manv Italians have recently been employed by Mcs'-is, Aird on the works in progress 
at Assouan and Assiout. 


Domains 1 'ministi alien. 

Ij.iikI to the e dent ol 13,76 4 acres was sold in the oour.e ol list year. Out of 
this area, 10,602 acres wen* sold in small lots averaging 60 ( acres. The* remainder 
(3,162 acres) was sold in two large lots. Tlu* axerage price realized per acre on the 
small lots was 2 I/. 16.*., and on the two large lots, 19/. 15s. 

The estimated \ulueol the whole* of the land oh! was 219,049/., but the prices 
reali/id at Hi * offis by auction amounted to 320,153/., or 107,404/. (49 percent.) more 
than tb< \aiuetion Mr. Gibson, the British Commissioner ol the Domains, remarks: 
* £ Those high prices were due, partly to the sudden rise m the price ol cotton in the 
year 1900, and partly to the extension of tin* system wo adopted in the previous year, 
of selling tin* laud in small lots. Tin* stiudivision of the land enabled small local 
proprietors, who eultis ate land by their personal labour, to compete, at the auctions 
sucewsl nilv w ith the larger capitalists, who imest money in land with tlu* object of 
letting, or cultivating it by hired labour.” Mme, for a long time past, persistently 
advocated the adoption of the system of selling in small lots, as I ax as desirous to see 
tlie land return into the bands of tbe peasant, proprietors. I am glad to note that it 
appears to have produced satisfactory results. 

The area of land still remaining in tbe bands of the Commissioners on the 
31st December, 1901, xvas 165,051 acres, valued at 3,330,154/. 

At the same date, the outstanding capital of the loan, xvliieh originally (i.c., in 
1879) amounted to 8,500,000/., was 2,630,060/.; this amount, however, includes a sum 
. f 500,777/. due on account of land already sold and delivered, and xvliieh is payable 








by instalments extending over periods varying op to fifteen years. The outstanding 
capital, therefore, amounts in reality to only 2 , 129 , 283 ?. 

From these figures it is clear, unless something should occur to firing afiout a 
heavy fall in tlic value of land in Egypt, not only that the defit is amply guaranteed, 
but also that, when it is completely liquidated, a considerable area of land will revert 
to the Goverment. 

Only a small portion of the estates are cultivated direct by the Administration. 
During the year 1901, 128,386 acres were leased, at a rental of 130,906/. Practically 
the whole of the rent was collected. Of the total area leased, afiout one-third is waste 
land. This accounts for the apparently low average rental per acre. 

The Domains surplus for the past year will probably amount to afiout 43,000/. 

Further experiments have been made by this Administration in the cultivation of 
Indian wheat. Out of a total area of 6,529 acres sown with wheat, t,559 acres, or 
afiout 70 per cent., were cultivated with this variety. The yield of Indian wheat was 
at the rate of afiout 32 fiushels, against 22 fiushels per acre of native wheat. 


Bair a Administration. 

The accounts for the year 1901 have not yet been closed, fiut it is certain 
that there will fie a surplus of receipts over expenditure of not less than 
£ E. 60,000. 

During the past year Daira bonds to the extent of about 100,000/. were 
redeemed, thus reducing the total outstanding capital of tlic debt to afiout 
6,017,000/. 

Crookshank Pasha, writing to me on the 22nd January, says:— 

“The good results of the land improvements carried out in 1900 and 1901 arc 
now beginning to have effect, and the rents for 1902, all hough the acreage of land 
has been sensibly reduced by sales, have increased by £ E. 45,000. The rental 
payable for 1902 is no less than £ E. 686,000, and I fully expect that hv 1905, when 
all the improvements now in hand are completed, the yearly rent-roll will exceed 
£ E. 800,000. 

“ Amongst other improvements carried out in 1901 may fie mentioned the sale 
of nearly all our ploughing cattle, and replacing them by Messrs. Fowler and 
Qo.’s latest improved steam ploughs and ridging machines, all of which have 
produced the best results and given the greatest satisfaction to our tenants. 

“ By the expenditure of £ E. 60,000 in the purchase of pensions, the yearly 
pension credit for 1902 has been reduced by nearly £ E. 6,000. 

“ The financial prospects for the year 1902 are very bad, and unless the sugar 
market improves considerably in the next few months (which is most improbable, 
with the increased production in Cuba and the maintenance of the bounty system in 
France and Germany), the Administration will possibly wind up the year with a 
deficit. 

*• Since 1877 the lowest price ever obtained for Daira sugar was P. T. 43J^ per 
kantar* in 1895, which resulted in a deficit of the Daira account of more than 
£ E. 100,000. At the present moment, when usually we have already disposed of 
half our new stock, we have sold nothing, the only offer we have had being 
at P. T. 33 per kantar, each piastre per kantar representing a difference of 
£ E. 11,250. 

“Further administrative economies have been decided on, and, by the strictest 
economy in every branch of expenditure, and the careful development of every 
source of income, I hope we may satisfactorily tide over this crisis in the sugar 
industry.” 


Railways. 

The net earnings of the railways in 1901 amounted, according to the published 
accounts, to about £ E. 1,222,000,f being £ E. 56,500 in excess of those of 1900. 
Owing, however, to a change in the form of accounts during 1900, this comparison is 
misleading. The real increase in the profit actually made is at least £ E. 150,000. 


* 1 kantar = 99 *05 lbs. 
t Exclusive of the Keneh-Assounu line. 
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River competition, which was to be anticipated on the abolition of the navigation 
dues, formerly payable on the Nile traffic, does not, so far, appear to have 
affected the railway receipts. It is, however, capable of further development. It 
would, therefore, be premature to express an opinion on this subject for the 
present. 

Tt has been found impossible to keep down the working expenses of the railways 
to the limit of 45 per cent, of the gross receipts, which is imposed by the Law of 
Liquidation. I have frequently alluded to tlic radical defects in the system under 
which the Egyptian railways arc administered. Of these, one of the most notable is 
the endeavour to impose by law a low limit to the working expenses. Negotiations 
arc now in progress with a view to the removal of this artificial restriction. It is 
greatly to be lioped that they will lead to some satisfactory result. 

Another serious defect is that no convenient method has been provided for keeping 
open the capital account. The arrangements made with the Commissioners of the 
Debt have, however, partially, but also, I should add, only temporarily, mitigated this 
evil. 

£ E. 440,000 was spent last year in purchasing rolling-stock, improving the 
permanent way, &c. A programme of new works for the current year has been 
authorized by the Commissioners of the Debt. It includes the doubling of the Upper 
Egypt line as far as Wasta. 

I annex to this despatch (lnclosure 1) an interesting Memorandum, prepared by 
Major Johnstone, the President of the Railway Board, explaining how the contracts 
of his Department were placed during the past year. 

A good many complaints in connection with the administration of the railways 
appear from time to time in the local press. I frequently make personal 
inquiries as to the justice of these complaints, and I always find that the Railway 
Board are most anxious to do their utmost to remedy any proved defects. As usually 
happens in these matters, some complaints are exaggerated, but others are legitimate. 
The travelling and mercantile public naturally only look to results. They can 
scarcely bo expected to understand fully the special circumstances which hamper 
the administration of the railways in this country. Neither can they be expected to 
appreciate the fact that much which is laid to the fault of the Board is really due to 
the faulty system which the Board is obliged to administer. 

I cannot in this Report enter into very full detail, but I may allude briefly 
to one or two of tbe principal points which have formed the subject of complaint. 
It will he seen that, in connection with each of these points, considerable improvement 
has already taken place, though, in most directions, it cannot yet be said that the 
arrangements are by any means perfect. 

The first point to which I wish to allude is the want of goods waggons. I have 
on former occasions pointed out that, mainly owing to the very defective system 
which precluded capital expenditure, the Railway Administration failed to keep pace 
with the growing prosperity of the country. N owhere was this more apparent than 
in the very inadequate provision of rolling-stock. The inevitable result ensued. 
A moment came when the whole trade of the country was hampered by the impossi¬ 
bility of moving the large quantity of goods awaiting transport. Great and successful 
efforts have been made, within the last two or three years, to cope with this evil. In 
1899, only one out of every five trucks, for which application was made,* could be 
supplied. In 1900, the proportion was one out of three. In 1901,1 am informed that 
ten out of eleven trucks were, on the average, supplied on the day on which they were 
asked for. 

“We have now, I think,” Major Johnstone writes, “enough waggons for all 
ordinary purposes, except in the case of covered waggons, and our stock of these 
latter has been largely increased.” 

Next, there has been a considerable improvement in the time taken by goods in 
transit. 



* It .should bo noted that, as a proportionate distribution was to some extent made, merchants often applied 
for a considerably laieei number of trucks than they could have used. 
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I give below tlie figures of up-traffic for, 1900 and 1901 on the Upper Egypt 

line:— 



* 

1900 . 

1901 . 

Saving. 



Hour-. 

Hours, 

Hours. 

Luxor to Alexandra 

(Gabari), 542 miles .. 

731 

63-k 

10 

Sohag to „ 

„ 416 „ 

fio 

50 * 

4 3“ 

Minieh to „ 

to 

00 

361 

291 

6| 


Perishable and urgent goods travel considerably faster. Through goods from 
Alexandria to Assouan are, for instance, timed to reach Luxor in thirty-two hours. 

As regards the punctuality of the trains, I regret that I am unable to give full 
statistics. It appears, however, that, in November 1900,121 per cent, of the ordinary 
trains were twenty minutes or more late in arriving. In November 1901, the propor¬ 
tion was only 3^ per cent. 

The following figures, as regards the express trains running between Cairo and 
Alexandria, are also of some interest:— 

November 1899 .. .. .. .. 36 per cent, over 10 minutes late. 

„ 1900 . 25 „ 

„ 1901 .. .. .. 10 „ 

Manifestly, the unpunctuality tends to diminish; but there is still much room for 
improvement in this direction. A good deal is, however, duo to unavoidable causes, 
such as high winds and the delays caused by repairs to the line. 

The following remarks, written by Major Johnstone, refer to some Hungarian 
carriages which were recently ordered by the Railway Administration, and which have 
formed the subject of some adverse criticism:— 

“The new corridor carriages were built by the Hungarian Waggon and Machine 
Company at tiaab. Lt was Mr. Trevithick’s first attempt al designing bogie carriages, 
and the manufacturers had no previous experience of constructing woodwork for this 
climate. It was inevitable that there should be a certain number of minor delects in 
the carriages under these circumstances, and such is the case ; but tlie firm appears to 
have spared neither money nor trouble to give us satisfaction, and both Mr. Trevithick 
and Colonel Western did all in their power to contribute to this result. It is too early 
to report definitely whether the carriages will prove satisfactory, as they require, 
various small alterations, and have not been at work long enough to sIioay how they 
stand an ear and tear. They are, I think, good carriages, hut they need to he modified 
in various details to suit the peculiar conditions of this country, as has also been the 
case with carriages built in England. The goods Avaggons supplied by the Hungarian 
firm also gave some trouble at first; but the principal defects lime been discovered 
and remedied. In this case the defects Avcre due to precisely the same cause as in (he 
carriages, viz., want of experience in this particular class of waggon. Tlie material 
and Avorkmanship compare favourably—especially the Avorkmanship—with the waggons 
obtained from the United States, and the designs are satisfactory. Roth carriages and 
waggons sutler from one delect—they are heavy. The Hungarian Company point to 
the weight as evidence of their solidity, and no doubt our American contractors Avent 
to the opposite extreme in the Avaggons they supplied; hut I should like to see 
whether a good Eritisli firm could not give us the strength of the Hungarian work 
with something like the lightness of the American.” 

Many ot (lie passenger carriages, particularly those of (lie third class, are in a bad 
condition; tilty new third class carriages arts howe\er, in course of construction, and 
tenders AA'ill probably be invited belore long for an additional J00. The number of 
carriages is also insufficient. 

A good deal lias been done in tlie direction of improving the permanent way, but 
there are still sections on some* of the branch lines which can scarcely be characterized 
as safe. 

The system of signals, Avhicli Avas dofecthe, is about to be improved. About 
L E. 35,000 will be spent during the current year on appliances intended to insure 
safety. 
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On the Avliole, I think it may fairly be said that the Railway Administration is 
steadily improving. 


Keneh-Assouan Line. 

The traffic on this line during the last three years has been so largely affected by 
the reservoir works that it affords little guidance as to the probable traffic in the future. 
A satisfactory feature is ihat the goods traffic northwards, from Sliellal to Luxor, 
increased from 2,823 tons in 1900 to 7,933 tons in 1901. This is due to the export of 
gum from the Soudan. 

£ E. 90,000 has been granted to repair tlie line, which is liable to constant inter¬ 
ruption from floods. The expenditure of a far larger sum would, however, he necessary 
to place the line in a thoroughly satisfactory condition. 


Agricultural Railways. 

There are now 632 miles of narrow-gauge raihvay open to traffic in Egypt. Until 
recently, these were owned by four different Companies, viz.:— 

1. The “ Chemins de Per Economiqucs; ” 

2. The Delta Light Railways ; 

3. The Mansourali-Matarieli Company; and 

4. The Eayoum Company. 

The number has norv been reduced to three, as an amalgamation lias been effected 
between the “ Chemins do Ecr Economiqucs ” and tlie Delta Light Railway Company. 
The result seems to have proved satisfactory. In 1901 the combined Companies 
realized a net profit of 28,000 1. 

The Mansourali-Matarieli line also did avcII in 1901. A net profit of nearly 
9,000k Avas realized, and at the same time the working expenses Avere kept down to 
50 per cent, of the gross receipts. 

Owing mainly to defective management, the Eayoum Light Raihvay Company 
has so far not been so successful as could be wished. This is more especially to be 
regretted as the concern is wholly Egyptian. Even here, liOAvever, the Company 
is Avorking its traffic at a profit, although its system of lines is as yet incomplete. 

The transport of manure is becoming a very important item in the traffic of all 
these Companies. 

Passenger traffic lias everywhere increased very largely. On the Mansourali- 
Matarieli line in 1901 it Avas 25 per cent, in excess of that of the previous year. 

IVeiitv miles of iicav telegraph lino wore laid down, in 1901. The total length 
of tclegrapn and telephone lines uoav exiting is 105 miles. 

SuliAA'ays or overhead bridges are being almost everywhere substituted for level 
crossings. 

The folloAving Table gives a brief comparison between tlie receipts and expenditure 
of the three Companies :— 


llnil way. 

Length 
Opened to 
end of 1901. 

Number 
of l\iwngeri 
t in nod. 

Goods 

carried. 

j 

Gross 

Receipts. 

Total 

Working 

Expenses. 

Rates 

of Wot king 
Expenses to 
Gross 
Receipts. 


Miles. 

j 

Tons. 

£ K. 

£ E. 

Per cent. 

Mdnsour.ili-M.itaiich .. 

68 

5s7.U0 

43,863 

20,079 

11,222 = 

58 

llelta Light Railways.. 

184 

2,977.787 

1 12,838 

99.081 

72,033 = 

72 

Fuyoum 

80 

386,516 j 

x 1,573 

10,610 

8,577 = 

80-8 


Upon the whole, these Railways appear to have a satisfactory future before them. 
Their short leads place them at some disadvantage, hut the steady yearly increase of 
the net receipts upon the different systems, as a Avhole, is encouraging. The conserva¬ 
tism of the people seems to he dying out, and the competition of camel and donkey 
transport is diminishing. 
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There can he no question as to the benefits which these railways confer upon the 
land-owners. As an instance, I may mention the village of Dclingat, some 25 Idiom, 
from Damanhour, the principal town of the 11 oh era Province. Previous to 189^, the 
transport of cotton from Pci in gat to Pamanliour cost 12 piastres per Pan tar. TV ith 
the construction of an agricultural road between these two places, this rate fell to 
8 piastres the kantar, and, with the advent of the light railway, this transport now only 
costs 4 piastres the kantar, and can be made in any weather. 

Port Said Railivay. 

After examining the various possible methods of connecting Port Said with the 
general system of the State Railways, the Egyptian Government has, on the advice of 
the Railway Administration, decided in favour of that solution which consists in sub¬ 
stituting a broad gauge for the present tramway from Port Said to Ismailia. Rat 
before this scheme could he carried out, a preliminary Agreement was necessary 
between the Government and the Suez Canal Company, within the limits of whose 
Concession the proposed line is situated. Negotiations have been entered into tvitli 
the Company, and an arrangement is on the point of being concluded, of which the 
principal provisions are as follows :—- < 

The Company is to convert its present tramway into a broad-gauge line, and to 
connect it with the general railway system. 

The actual work of converting the line is to be carried out by the Railway 
Administration at the cost of the Company ; the latter to be reimbursed by means of 
annuities, calculated at 4 per cent, including interest and sinking fund. These 
annuities run until the expiration of its Concession in 1968. 

The capital sum which has thus to be reimbursed includes, in addition to the 
cost of converting the line, compensation for the original expenditure on the existing 
tramway. 

The new line will he worked by the Railway Administration as part of its general 
system. 

The total cost of the work, including compensation for the present tramway, will 
amount to between £ E. 850,000 and £ E. 400,000. The amount of the annuity will, 
therefore, be from £ E. 14,000 to £ E. 16,000. 

The Railway Administration anticipates an increase in receipts of about 
£ E. 90,000 from'the new railway. Taking the working expenses at 50 per cent, of 
the gross receipts, this estimate would give a net profit of about £ E. 30,000, after 
deducting the amount of the annuity. 

By the Agreement, the Company also undertakes to provide at its own expense 
all increased accommodation which may become necessary at Port Said, by reason of 
the commercial development which is likely to take place in that town ; and, in 
return for this expenditure, which may reach a considerable figure, the Company will 
he exempted from the payment of customs dues on articles imported for the use of 
the Canal service. 

It is expected that the Port Said line will be finished and open to traffic in about 
eighteen months’ time. 


Telegraphs. 

The receipts of the Telegraph Administration during the past year amounted to 
about £ E. 64,000, and the expenditure to about £ E. 52,000, thus leaving a net 
revenue of about £ E. 12,000. These figures are almost identical with those of 1900. 

The number of telegrams sent in Arabic shows a steady tendency to increase. 
The figures for the last two years are :— 

1900 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 678,000 

1901 3 , .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 753,000 

Increase .. .. .. .. .. 75,000 

On the other hand, the “urgent” telegrams, which pay three times the ordinary 
rate, fell from 9 per cent, of the total traffic in 1900, to 44 per cent, in 1901. The 
reason is to he found in the comparative cessation of speculation in cotton. 

The plantations of trees for telegraph poles continue to thrive. It will probably 
be possible to begin cutting small poles for single wires in 1905. 
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The total length of new lines constructed in 1901 was 294 kilom., carrying 
880 kilom. of wires. 


Port of Alexandria. 

The improvements which were made some few years ago with the object of 
enabling ships to enter the port of Alexandria during the night, appear to have 
produced the required result. In the conrso of last year, 645 steam-ships entered the 
harbour between sunset and sunrise. This is 108 in excess of the figure of 1900. 
There were no accidents. 

At present, ships of a maximum draught of 26 ft. 6 in. can with safety enter the 
harbour. Tn view of the great increases which has taken place of late years in the 
size and draught of commercial steamers, I do not doubt that the entrance-pass into 
the harbour will eventually have to be deepened. Indeed, sooner or later, the question 
of improving generally the port accommodation at Alexandria will have to be taken 
up.* If, however, a broad-gauge railway is constructed to Port Said, and if the 
harbour at this latter place is also improved, the congestion at Alexandria will, to a 
certain extent, be reduced. The seaborne trade of Egypt is, in my opinion, now quite 
sufficiently great to require two principal outlets. 

Great progress has been made in the construction, by the Ivhedivial Steam 
Navigation Company, of the now dry-dock at Alexandria. I am informed that there 
seems a reasonable prospect of its completion in about eighteen months. I have not, 
however, as yet heard of any steps being taken to excavate the channel leading up to 
the dock. The execution of this latter work is absolutely necessary before the dock 
can be used. 

I may mention that, although the number of steam-ships entering Alexandria 
increased from 1,834, with an aggregate tonnage of 2,204,626, in 1900, to 1,443, with 
an aggregate tonnage of 2,413,222, in 1901, the proportion of British tonnage to the 
whole decreased from 46-4 per cent, in 1900 to 42T per cent, in 1901. There was an 
increase in the tonnage of German, Austrian, and Italian steam-ships. 


Lighthouses. 


The gross revenue derived from light dues in 1901 was about £ E. 95,000. This 
was £ E. 9,000 in excess of the revenue of 1900, and £ E. 6,000 in excess of that of 
1899. The increase is mainly due to the resumption of commerce with China. 

A careful inspection of all the lied Sea lighthouses was made in October 1901 by 
Commander Gedgc, R.N. He reported them all to be in good order, but he recom¬ 
mended certain additions and improvements, most of which are in course of 
execution. 

A sum of about £ E. 4,000 is about to be spent with a view to improving the 
lighting and beaconage of the Suez roads. 

A proposal to erect a lighthouse on Moresby Shoal, a small coral patch lying 
nearly in mid-channel in the gulf of Suez, has recently been under consideration. A 
lighthouse at this spot would, 1 am informed, be very expensive to build and difficult 
to maintain. Moreover, some difference of opinion exists amongst competent 
authorities as to its necessity. The project has, therefore, for the time being at all 
events, been abandoned. 

I have on previous occasions frequently alluded to the necessity which exists for 
improving the lighting of the eastern coast of the Red Sea, and I have also indicated 
the obstacles which have so far stood in the way of any effective measures being taken 
with a view to the attainment of this object. It is satisfactory to knoAV that at last 
some progress is being made. I understand that lighthouses are in course of construc¬ 
tion at Jebel Teir, Jebel Zubayir, and Jebel Zukur. I am, however, unable to afford 
any detailed information on this subject, as the construction of the lighthouses 
in question has been undertaken, not by the Egyptian, but by the Ottoman, Govern¬ 
ment. 

Communications have recently been passing between the Egyptian Government 
and Lloyd’s Agency, with a view to the erection of wireless oethcric telegraph signal- 
stations in connection with the lighthouses at various points on the Egyptian coast, 
both in the Mediterranean and in the Red Sea. As yet, however, nothing definite has 
been decided. 


* I am iu hopes that a commencement in the way of improvement may be made very shortly. 
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The Reassessment of the Land Tax. 

The reassessment of the land tax in the province of Ghizch was begun in January 
and finished in August of the past year; those districts of Gharhieh which remained 
over from 1900 were finished by December. 

The following Table shows the detail of the year’s work:— 


Name of Province. 

Acreage. 

Present Tax. 

New Tax. 



£ E. 

£ E. 

Gharbieh 

293,026 

381,932 

357,199 

Ghizeli 

166,224 

107,264 

159,935 

Total 

459,250 

l 

549,196 

517,134 


The total number of acres assessed is thus 459,250, and the monthly average 
about 38,271. In both these provinces the total of the tax, according to the new 
rates, will be less than the present total; on the other hand, the provinces in which 
the work was finished in the course of 1900 showed a considerable increase over the 
present totals, and this will also be the case in the two provinces which arc being 
taken in hand in 1902. 

The total number of villages in Gharhieh and Ghizeli is 637; from only 170 of 
these were appeals presented against the decisions of the Valuation Commissions. The 
total number of appeals was 468, of which 257 were, upon examination, rejected. It 
is evident that the work of reassessment, notwithstanding the many interests involved, 
is meeting with hut little opposition. 

The work has now been finished in Sliarkicli, Bclicra, Gharhieh, and Ghizch. The 
three first named of these provinces are, owing to the inequalities of the land they 
contain, probably the most difficult in the whole country. A beginning has now been 
made in Menoufieh; it is hoped that the work will be completed in this province, and 
also in the Fayoum, in the course of 1902. 


Paper Currency. 

The notes appear to be in somewhat greater demand lhan was formerly the case. 
I am informed that the average circulation in 1901 was about £ E. 20,000 in excess 
of that in 1900. A considerable iimo will, however, probably elapse before the public 
generally becomes accustomed to the use of notes. 


Salt. 

The sale of salt is now in the hands of a private Company. The amount sold in 
1901 was 52,221 tons, as compared to 48,691 tons in 1900. The total revenue collected 
was £ E. 223,000, being about £ E. 16,000 in excess of the revenue of 1900. 

These satisfactory results are, without doubt, due to general prosperity, which has 
enhanced the purchasing power of the people. 


Trade and Customs. 

ihc total value of imports and exports during the past year amounted to 
£ E. 30,975,000, viz.:— J 

T £E. 

*»!*"* .. 

Exports .. .. ,, .. .. .. .. 15,730,000 


These figures, compared with those of 1900, show an increase of £ E 1 133 000 
m the value of imports, and a falling-off of £ E. 1,036,000 in exports. 
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It is satisfactory to observe that, in spite of the notable fall in prices and freights 
which occurred during the past year, the difference has been more than made good by 
an increase in quantities. The importation of material in connection with works of 
public utility in 1901 has, without doubt, helped to swell the import trade, but it can 
fairly be said that the main causes which have contributed to the result attained are 
the steady growth of trade and the opening-up of the Sondan. 

The following are the principal increases in quantities during the year 1901, as 
compared with 1900:— 





Quantities 
imported in 

Quantities 
imported in 

Increase in 
1901. 




1900. 

1901. 






Per cent. 

Wheat 


Tons 

11,135 

17,378 

56 

Flour of all sorts .. .. 



52,173 

71,181 

36 

Eice 



30,409 

44,258 

45 

Sugar .. .. .. 


• • J> 

6,041 

7,425 

23 

Soap 


• • JJ 

3,545 

4,746 

34 

Cattle, including sheep and goats 
Cotton goods .. 


.. Head 

82,100 

121,500 

48 


f Metres 

11,746,000 

17,885,000 

52 


1 Kilog. 

• • u 

19,103,000 

21,887,000 

14 

Cotton yarns .. 


2,936,000 

3,439,000 

17 

Alcohol 


.. 

850,000 

1,353,000 

59 


The increase in the importation of wheat and flour is due to the insufficiency of 
the Egyptian crop. The greater part (about 64 per cent.) of the flour imported in 
1901 came from France, where a drawback is given on wheat imported to he ground 
and re-exported. 

There has been an unusual demand for rice during the past year, owing to the 
restriction of the area cultivated in 1900. It is interesting to note that certain 
facilities, which have been made by the Bonded Warehouse Company in connection 
with the storage of rice, have attracted large quantities to this country; in fact, 
Egypt has become an important rice dep6t for the supply of the Mediterranean ports. 
During the month of September last year, the stock of rice in bond was 164,770 sacks, 
or more than double the highest quantity reached at any time during the preceding 
year. 

A rise in the price of sugar was expected in 1901, and a tendency to augment 
stocks with bounty-fed sugar from Austria and Russia was, without doubt, further 
influenced by the high prices for which the more important of the local factories 
decided to hold out. The expectations of ilie importers, however, have not been 
realized; there has been a serious over-importation ot‘ sugar, and a corresponding drop 
of about 20 per cent, in the price. 

As regards soap, the quantities imported in 1901 came almost entirely from. 
Mitylene and Greece. This soap is of an inferior quality and can be placed on the 
market at sufficiently cheap rates to enable it to compete with the locally-made 
article. 

The scarcity of native cattle for slaughter accounts for the increase under this 
heading. 

The increase in cotton goods and yarns may he attributed to the general 
prosperity of the country and the opening-up of the Soudan. 

The increase in the quantity of alcohol imported is due to the local fabrication of 
alcoholic drinks. 

In addition to the above, there has been a notable increase in the following 
articles. Taking values, these increases are:— 


Paper. . . . 





Increase in 1901. 

29 per cent. 

Furniture ,. 


0 • 

## 

• • ♦ ♦ 

20 „ 

Wooden articles 


, , 


• • . , 

62 „ 

Marble and stone 


, „ 

m # 

, , , , 

35 „ 

Clothing . . 


•• 

•• 


23 „ 
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The value of articles imported hv Parcel Post was £ E. 386,325 in 1901, as 
compared with £ E. 310,978 in 1900. 

The only important items of decrease are worked iron and steel, butter and 

maize. 

There was an abnormal importation of worked iron in 1900, and this fact accounts 
for a decrease of 26 per cent, in the value imported in 1901. 

As regards butter and maize, the former shows a decrease in quantity of 28 per 
cent., which is due to an increase in the local production. The quantity of maize 
imported in 1901 was 10,845 tons, as against 32,455 tons in the preceding year. The 
decrease is to be attributed to the good crop of 1901. 

The falling-off in the total value of exports is almost entirely due to the price of 
cotton; the quantity exported shows an increase of 13 per cent, in favour of 1901. 
The average price declared for export was £ E. 1'952 per kantar in 1901, as against 
an average of £ E. 2372 in 1900. 

It is probable that, in consequence of the low prices, a considerable quantity of 
cotton was held back. In view, however, of the fact that the crop of 1901 was far 
superior in quantity to that of 1900, it will probably be found by the end of the 
season, if there is no further drop in price, that the total value of the two crops has 
not differed to any very great extent. 

There has been an abnormal exportation of beans during the past year, owing 
to the good crop and high prices which prevailed. The exports amounted to 
679,000 hectol., valued at £ E. 260,500, as against 563,000 hectol., valued at 
£ E. 205,000, in 1900. 

Another increase worthy of mention is that of glim Arabic, which comes almost 
entirely from the Soudan. The quantity exported in 1901 was 6,709 tons, valued at 
£ E. 254,800, being an increase of 260 per cent, in quantity and 171 per cent, in 
value on the figures of 1900. Two other products of the Soudan also show considerable 
development: 



Value of Exports 

Value of Exports 


in 1900. 

in 1901. 


£ E. 

£ E. 

Ivory .. .. .. .. ,, 

8,476 

19,062 

Ostrich feathers .. ., ., .. 

12,227 

24,623 


The principal decreases in exports were in eggs, 21 per cent., sugar, 6 per cent., 
and onions, 15 per cent. The price of onions fell so low at one time that it was scarcely 
thought worth while to risk the freight. 

A comparison of the value of imports and exports, from and to each country, 
shows that the respective positions of each in degree of importance were approximately 
the same in 1901 as in 1900, with the exception that an increase is noticeable in the 
exports of cotton to Russia. 

The quantity of tobacco and tombac imported into the country during the past 
year, compared with the imports of 1900, is : 



Quantity 
impoited in 
1900. 

Quantity 
imported in 
1901. 

Difference in 
1901. 

1 


Kilog. 

Kilog. 

Per cent. 

Tobacco, of all sorts 

5,787,149 

6,120,548 

+ 6 

Tombac .. .. . J 

328,444 

325,661 

- 1 

Total 

6,115,593 

6,146,209 

+ H 


The exportation of cigarettes shows an increase of 19 per cent. The quantity 
exported amounted to 529,034 kilog., which is equivalent to about 380,000,000 
cigarettes. 


The stock of tobacco in bond in the Government Stores on the 31st December, 
1901, was S4,579 bales, as compared with 84,359 bales at the end of 1900. This stock 
represents the consumption of about 7 months. 

The following were the Customs receipts in 1901:— 



Receipts in 

Comparison between 


1901. 

1900 and 1901. 


£ E. 

£ E. 

Imports .. .. .. 

1,174,909 

+ 93,812 

Exports .. .. •. 

Tobacco, of all sorts, and tombac .. 

154,159 

- 9,955 

1,221,483 

+ 61,602 

Miscellaneous receipts .. .. .. 

12,642 

- 241 

Total 

2,563,193 

+ 145,218 


Seven new warehouses have been constructed on the quays of the port of 
Alexandria during the past year, with funds voted by the Caisse de la Dette for the 
purpose. Two others are in course of construction. The import trade has, until 
now, suffered considerable inconvenience owing to the want of storage accommodation 
on the quays. When all the new sheds are in use, this inconvenience will have been 
removed, inasmuch as it will be possible to place all damageable goods under shelter, 
pending their clearance through the Customs. 

I cannot close this portion of my Report without expressing my high appreciation 
of the valuable services which Chi tty Bey, the Director-General of Customs, continues 
to render to the Egyptian Government. 


Post Office. 

The gross revenue of the Post Office during the past year amounted to £ E. 143,000, 
and the expenditure to £ E. 115,000. The net revenue was, therefore, about £ E. 28,000, 
or £ E. 1,000 in excess of that of 1900. 

There has been a considerable increase in the number of letters, newspapers, 
&c., sent through the Post Office ; all branches have shown a steady development. 

The commission for transmission of specie packets was j per cent, until 1895; it 
was then reduced to -|tli per cent.; it has now been still further reduced to -j^th per 

cent. 

An arrangement has been made with the British Post Office for an exchange of 
money orders by telegraph. 


The Administration of the Wakfs. 

Affairs in this Department have been steadily improving since 1897, when, for 
the first time, the accounts of the Wakf Administration were placed under the 
control and supervision of the Ministry of Pinancc. The revenue, which was 
£ E .212,000 in 1898, has been steadily growing. In 1901 it amounted to £ E. 245,000. 
The money has been devoted more exclusively than heretofore to the purposes for 
which the various endowments were originally created, namely, charity and the 
maintenance of mosques and schools. The cost of the Central Administration remains 
the same as in 1898, viz., about £ E. 58,000, but the grants to mosques have been 
increased by £ E. 21,000, those to schools by nearly £ E. 3,000, and those to various 
charitable institutions by about £ E. 5,000. 

In 1896, the deficit of this Administration amounted to no less than £ E. 27,000. 
During the five succeeding years the aggregate surplus has amounted to £ E. 270,000. 
A sum of £ E. 86,000 stood to the credit of the reserve fund on the 31st December, 
1901. Of this, £ E. 40,000 was pledged to expenditure of various sorts, leaving an 
available balance of about £ E. 46,000. 

The arrears of rent which, in 1897, amounted to £ E. 52,000, have now fallen to 
£ E. 3,500. 

A classification has been made of all the mosques in the country, showing their 
state of repair. They will be gradually taken in hand as funds are available. 
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Also, something is being done to improve the condition of the Readers, Muezzins, 
Imams, and other functionaries attached to the mosques. In a large majority of cases 
they at present receive a bare pittance. 

As regards schools, a sum of £ E. 1,000 has been added to the grant paid 
to the Ministry of Public Instruction for extending the inspection over certain 
“ Kuttabs.” 

The new Poor-house at Tourah has now been finished, and will be opened very 
shortly. A similar institution is about to be created at Alexandria. 

The exchange of “ Hikrs,” a point to which I have alluded in previous Reports, 
proceeds but slowly. Out of a total of 10,000, exchange has only been effected in 
642 cases. A project for rendering these exchanges compulsory is now under the con- 
| sideration of the Grand Cadi. 

The steps taken in order to insure a regular payment of the sums due to the 
beneficiaries of the private Wakfs have put an end to the frequent and legitimate 
complaints of the public on this subject. "With the exception of sums required for 
the maintenance of the property, or the payment of which is retarded for legal pro¬ 
ceedings, the beneficiaries receive the full amounts accruing to them, partly in the 
form of monthly instalments, and the balance when the accounts are finally 
closed. 

These results, Harari Pasha, to whose advice and perseverance the recent pro¬ 
gress is in a great measure due, truly says, “ are worth recording, or else the public 
interested in the Wakfs may be led to forget the past, and think that the Administra¬ 
tion has always existed in its present form. Every year marks an advance in the path 
of progress, and gradually the Wakfs Administration will really bo able to fulfil, 
in an intelligent manner, the numerous obligations for which it was originally 
created.” 


Irrigation Works and Improvements. 

A large sum of money was expended in 1901 upon remodelling the irrigation 
systems of both Upper and Lower Egypt. By far the greater portion of these 
works was connected with the scheme for the redistribution of water, which w ill 
of necessity take place when the extra supply is obtained from the Nile reservoir at 
Assouan. 

In addition to the expenditure on the new weirs at the Barrage, and on the 
new dam at Zifta, a sum of about £ E. 490,000 was expended upon irrigation 
improvements, about £ E. 430,000 of the amount being granted by the Caisse de la 
Bette. 

Of the above expenditure, Upper Egypt accounted for the larger share, about 
£ E. 361,000 having been allotted to the new works in progress in that region. 

The following arc the principal projects upon which money was expended in 
Upper Egypt:— 

1. Remodelling of the Basins lying to the West of the Youssufi Canal. —Nearly 
£ E. 06,000 was spent upon this work. Its object is to improve the flood supply of 
these basins, and to give them their due allowance of the silt-laden water. The 
project includes, besides earthwork, the construction of two very important 
regulators and locks on the Youssufi Canal. It will be completed early in 1902. 

2. Conversion of the Assiout Basin System into Perennial Irrigation .—This work, 
which involves a new canal system over a large area, was practically completed in 1901, 
at a cost of about £ E. 103,000. 

3. In the Minieh province, a commencement was made with similar work, and 
an expenditure of some £ E. 21,000 was incurred. The Ibrahimleh Canal requires 
widening throughout its length, in order to enable its future discharge to meet the 
requirements of the new irrigation system. 6 11.1>,000 was expended upon this work 
in 1901. 

4. In the Eayoum province extensive remodelling works were put in hand, the 
principal of which were upon the ilassan Massif, Balir Nazlali, and Bahr Seilah 
Canals. In all, some £ E. 97,000 was spent upon irrigation works in this province 
in 1901. 

5. Of the remaining new works in Upper Egypt, the most important were the 
construction of the new Hamad escape, which replaced that which failed at the end of 
1900; the Taliliat regulator, and the regulating head on the Sohagiyeh Canal. Upon 
these three works a sum of £ E. 27,000 was expended. 
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6. In addition to the expenditure under the special credits, some £ E. 25,000 from 
the ordinary Budget was devoted to the construction of minor works and to the repairs 
and maintenance of existing works. The projects mentioned above involved the 
construction of about 415 kilom. of new irrigation channels. 

The following are the main irrigation improvements executed in Lower 
Egypt:— 

1. The Rayah Behera Head. —This is the last work in connection with the Delta 
Barrage, which remains to be remodelled. The work consists of additions to the old 
regulator, a new lock, and two more openings. The whole structure will be provided 
with iron gates and winches, of a similar pattern to those used upon the Barrage. Good 
progress was made with this work in 1901; nearly £ E. 21,000 was expended. It is 
hoped that it may be completed in the course of 1902. 

2. The NiJdah Regulator on the Rayah Behera. —This is a large regulator of five 
openings, with a lock for navigation purposes. The object of this work is to give control 
over the water at the time of discharging the Niklah Basin. This operation has hitherto 
been one of considerable difficulty, and even of danger, as the discharge at present 
takes place into, and across, the Rayah Behera, on a level crossing. Once the regulator 
i& completed, these difficulties will disappear. £ E. 17,000 was spent upon this work in 
1901. It will be completed in the course of this year. £E. 3,000 was also expended 
upon a syphon under this canal, constructed with a view to improving the irrigation 
of the Um Dinar lands. 

3. The Ismailia Canal-head and Lock. —The old lock, at the head of this canal, 
failed some years ago. Attempts were made to repair it, hut the foundations, as 
originally designed and built, were so faulty that the project was abandoned, and it 
was decided to construct a completely new work. Good progress was made with the 
foundations in 1901 ; £ E. 28,700 was expended. 

The Syriakos regulator, on tlie same canal, is to be widened, in order to permit 
of its having an increased discharge of water. Over £ E. 3,000 was expended on this 
work in 1901. 

4. Improvements to Irrigation in the Gharbieh and Menoufieh Provinces. —These 
works consisted of lowering the sill of the Kodabali Lock, widening the Bagourieli 
canal, and remodelling the Dimcrah regulator. The total cost, in 1901, was about 
£ E. 85,500. 

5. The Khatutbah Flood-feeder. —This important work was constructed in 1901, at 
a cost of £ E. 15,700. "When the flood reaches a certain height, the water supply for 
(he Behera province is taken in by this channel, and the head of the canal at the 
Barrage is closed in order to reduce the deposit of sill Previous to the construction 
of this feeder, the channel was closed by an earth-work dam, which was cut when 
necessary. 

¥$ 6. The Navigation Bridges on the Mahmoudieh Canal at Alexandnu. —’These bridges 

are to be renewed; a sum of £ E. 3,250 was expended on them in 1901. 


Lake Victoria Nyanza Gauges. 


The subjoined Table shows the height of Lake Victoria Nyanza on the 1st October 
during the past four years:— 


Dates. 1 

Port Alice 
(N’tcbbe). 

Ports Victoria 
and 

Ugowe (Ki&uinu). 

Lubwas (Usoga). 


Ft. in. 

I‘t. HI. 

Ft. in. 

October 1, 1898 .. ..! 

3 2 

3 21 

3 g 

„ 1, 1890 .. 

2 Cl 

o o : 

1 5 

,. 1, 1900 .. 

1 7 

i ii 

1 0 

September 30, 1901 

Not yet recei\cd 


1 6 


Sir William Garstin makes the following remarks on this subject:— 

“At one period during 1901 (lie lake rose very considerably, as the following’ 
maximum levels, taken from the register, prove:— 















Port Alice. 


Ports Victoria and Ugovre. 
5th June. 


Lubwas. 


19th to 21st May. 


Ft. in. 
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Ft. 

3 
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“ These show a total rise, over the levels of the same dates in 1900, of 2 ft. 7 in. at 
Port Alice, 1 ft. 8-J in. at Port Victoria, and 1 ft. 81 in. at Lubwas. The differences 
between the gauge readings at Port Alice (both as regards date and height of maximum 
levels) and those of the other two stations is very remarkable. It is possibly due to the 
action of wind and to local storms. The result of the information received up to date 
shows that, although there was a considerable rise about the end of May 1901, the 
levels, at the end of September, were only G or 7 inches higher than those of the same 
date in 1900; also, that they were very similar to those of 1899, and were some 
18 inches lower than those of the same period in 189S. It would be unadvisable to 
draw any conclusions from the above. The period for which the records exist is very 
short, and but little is known as vet of tlic relation between the levels of this lake and 
the summer supply of the White Nile. All that can be definitely stated is that at the 
end of the year 1900 the lake levels were abnormally low, and that those of 1901, at 
the same period, were not much higher.” 


The Sudd in the Bahr-el-Gebel. 

A very full account of the sudd in the Balir-el-Gebel was given in Sir William 
Garstin’s Report, which was attached to my despatch of the 19th June, 1901 (see 
“Egypt No. 2 ” of 1901). I need now merely add that a length of only 23 miles of 
river still remains to be cleared of the obstruction. Work was commenced upon this 
reach in November last, after the rainy season had passed. A credit of £ E. 4,000 
was granted by the Ministry of Finance for this purpose. No reports as to the 
progress made have as yet (the 21st February) reached Egypt, but this is not 
surprising, as the locality is extremely remote and communications are few and far 
between. 


Irrigation Projects on the Upper Nile. 

The condition of affairs as regards irrigation projects on the Upper Nile was fully 
described in my despatch to your Lordship of the 19tli June, 1901, and in Sir William 
Garstin’s Memorandum of the 7th June (see “ Egypt No. 2” of 1901). Since writing 
that despatch, the situation lias undergone no change. I may mention, however, 
that Sir ’William Garstin is about to travel in the region watered by the Blue 
Nile. His main object is not so much to arrive at any definite conclusion as to the 
course which should be adopted in the future, as to make a preliminary examination 
on the spot with a view to ascertaining, generally, the direction in which further 
inquiry may with advantage be made. Sir William Garstin’s attention will be 
specially directed to the question of whether it may not be possible to construct some 
irrigation works within Soudanese territory, and thus obviate the political objections 
which would, in any case, bo involved were it arranged to construct a reservoir at 
Lake Tsana, or anywhere inside the Abyssinian frontier.* 


The Nile Reservoirs. 

At the end of 1900, the only foundation work remaining to be done on the 
Assouan dam w r as that of the western channel. The temporary dams were completed 

* I regret to say that, since this was written, I have received a telegram from Ithaitoura informing me 
that, acting on medical advice, Sir William Garstin has most reluctantly been obliged to abandon his intended 
visit to Lake Tsana. This is much to be regretted. The work which Sir William Garstin had intended to 
undertake is, however, merely postponed. I may mention that the Emperor Menelek readily granted his 
consent to the proposed visit. 
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early in 1901, and excavation commenced early in March. The hopes entertained, that 
the rocks in the bed of this channel would turn out to bo sounder than in the others, 
were not realized; the foundations had to be can’icd down to an average depth of 
0 metres below that shown on the original contract drawings. The work was carried 
on so vigorously that, before the Nile flood, the masonry in the western channel was 
completed to a height of 4% metres above low-water level. In other portions of the 
dam, the masonry was in progress throughout the year. By December, more than half 
the length of the dam was completed, and the remainder was brought to an average 
height of 6 metres below final, or road, level. The total amount of masonry laid 
during the year was about 227,000 metres cube, making a total of 467,000" metres cube 
completed by the end of tlic year. This left about 75,000 metres cube to be laid in 
order to complete the work. 

Cast-iron grooves have been erected in sixty-five deep sluices, and in thirty-five 
higher-level sluices. The masonry of the locks was nearly completed in 1901. The 
steel lock-gates, in two of the recesses, are in course of erection. 

The value of the permanent work executed during the year was about 
£ E. 900,000, and that of the total, up to the end of 1901, £ E. 1,900,000. A 
further sum of £ E. 140,000 was advanced, under the contract agreement, to the 
contractor, for preliminary works, materials and plant. This advance will he 
recovered in the course of 1902. 

There appears to be no reason to anticipate that this work will not be completely 
finished, and ready for use, before the end of the current year. 

Mr. Fitzmauriee, the Resident Engineer, to whose energy and ability so much of 
the progress made is due, resigned his post in December 1901, in order to take up 
that of Engineer to the London County Council, llis place has been taken by 
Mr. May, his senior assistant. 

Equally good progress can be reported as regards the Assiout dam. At the com¬ 
mencement of 1900 a short length of foundation in the middle of the river remained to 
bo completed. In spite of the considerable difficulties of inclosing it and of laying dry 
the river bed, this work was successfully accomplished before the arrival of the flood ; 
by the end of the year, with the exception of a portion of the parapets and roadway, 
the whole of the superstructure Avas completed. The lock also Avas finished, and the 
gates Avere hung. 

On the Ibrahimieh canal-head the foundations of the regulator and lock Avere 
completed, and the superstructure built to within 2 metres of the springing of the 
arches, before the flood. The amount spent on this work up to the end of 1901 * 
reached the figure of £ E. 800,000. It is expected that regulation upon this Aveir 
Avill commence early in the current year for the purpose of assisting navigation.* 

The very excellent progress made upon these Avorks in 1901 is largely due to the 
exertions of Mr. Webb, the Director-General of Reservoirs, and of Messrs. Fitz- 
maurice and Stephens, the Resident Engineers. An equal amount of praise is due to 
Messrs. Blue and McClure, the representatives of Sir John Aird, at Assouan and 
Assiout respectively. Jt is certain that, without the untiring labour of these tAVO 
gentlemen, the Avorks could not possibly have been so effectively carried on, and Avould 
not have been completed a year before the contract time, as now seems almost certain 
to be the case. 

Annexed to my Report for the year 1897 (“Egypt No. 1” of 1898, p. 44), will 
be found a Memorandum prepared by Sir William Garstin, in Avbich the probable 
benefit to be derived from the construction of the reservoirs i\as fully discussed. 1 
had hoped in the present Report to deal Avith this question again by the light of the 
furl her information Avhicli has now been obtained. On the ivliole, liOAvever, I have 
come to the conclusion that a statement of this nature will be more satisfactory and 
complete if I wait until the reservoirs arc entirely finished aud in use. I postpone, 
therefore, the treatment of this question until next year. 


The Barrage. 

The subsidiary weirs ivhicli, as I have stated in previous Reports, Avere commenced 
in 1S98, Avere finished in 1901. The estimate for these Avorks Avas £ E. 530,000, but 
they actually cost only £ E. 431,000, thus realizing a saving of £ E. 90,000. The Aveirs 
have now been used through a Avliole season, and have proved thoroughly efficient and 


* Since this wn9 written I hme visited the Assiout dam. Regulation has already commenced. 
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sound. Thanks to their construction, it has been possible to raise the level of the 
water, up-stream of tlie Barrage, to a considerably greater height than would have been 

practicable without them. . 

The maintenance charges for the Barrage itself amounted, m 1901, to £ E. 12,b90. 


The Zifta Weir. 

I mentioned in my last Annual Report that, in order to assist the distribution of 
water in the northern portions of the delta, it had been decided to construct a weir 
similar to that in progress at Assiout upon the Damietta branch of the Nile. The 
point selected is about half-way between tlie Delta Barrage and the sea. In the future 
the main canals which supply the southern tracts of the deltaic provinces will, as at 
present, obtain their supply of water from the river up-stream of the existing Barrage; 
but tlie areas lying to the north will be supplied directly from the new Zifta weir. 
The advantages of the new arrangement are obvious. The length of the existing 
canals is very great, and they traverse large tracts of country. It is consequently, 
even with the most perfect system of rotations, extremely diiiicult to force the water 
down to their northern reaches in sufficient quantity to give the lands dependent upon 
them their fair share of water. With the completion of the new weir, the lengths 
of the supply-canals will be much reduced, and the distribution of water to the 
northern tracts will be greatly facilitated. The Zifta weir uas commenced in 
1901. The total estimated cost of this work is £E. 450,000. This includes a lock for 
navigation. 

Tlie design is, as I have stated above, practically identical with that of the Assiout 
weir. The foundations at Zifta, as at Assiout, consist of a thick bed of concrete inclosed 
between cast-iron sheet piling. The weir, when completed, will consist of fifty openings 
of 5 metres each, with a lock of 12 metres in width. The total length of weir from 
bank to bank will be 373 metres. 

A good start was made with the work in 1901, and the progress has heen so rapid 
that it is confidently hoped that the entire work will be completed by the end of the 
current year. It is true that at this place the soil of the river bed, upon which the 
foundations are laid, turned out to be much better than was expected, and this naturally 
assisted the rapidity of the work. Nevertheless, Sir William Garstin writes: “ Very 
great credit is due to Mr. E. Hurley, the Resident Engineer. Mr. Hurley is a 
-young officer of great energy and considerable ability. Had it not been tor his 
excellent arrangements, it is certain that such a good out-turn of work would have been 
impossible.” 

The total expenditure upon the Zifta weir in 1901 amounted to £ E. 120,000. 


The Corve'e. 


The following Table shows the number of men called out to guard the banks of the 
Nile during the season of flood since 1S95 :— 
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The total number of men called out in 1901 was distributed as follows:— 


Upper Egypt 
Lower Egypt 


8,602 

161 


Total 


8,763 




Sir William Garstin makes the following remarks on the subject 
“ A remarkable fact is that, in 1901, no corvee at all was called out to guard the 
Nile banks in Lower Egypt north of Cairo. The 161 men shown above were all 
employed in the basins of the province of Ghizch. This gives great hope for the 
future, as, although the flood of last year was a low one, it was by no means the lowest 
on record; and never before in the history of Egypt has a flood season passed, however 
low, without the corvee of the northern provinces having been called out. The figures 
for Upper Egypt still remain high, this being chiefly due to the extent of the. basin 
banks in that'region. At the same time, there ought to be a regular reduction in the 
numbers, which is not yet observable. Thus, in the year 1899, the total for Upper 
Egypt was only 6,596. It is true that this was a year of very low flood, but those of 
1900 and 1901 were very little higher, and were certainly not in any way dangerous 
floods. The figures for these years were 14,656 and 8,602 respectively, and these are 
assuredly higher than should have been the ca^c. In this respect the Irrigation 
Inspectors of Upper Egypt would seem to cling too closely to precedent, and to be too 
conservative. The Ghirgeh Directorate and tlie 5th Circle are responsible for by far 
the largest numbers. As these two irrigation charges are under the superintendence of 
Egyptian Inspectors, it would almost seem as if they were unable to shake off the old 
tradition of Egypt, viz., that immense numbers of men are indispensable to the safety 
of the banks. This may lie true in a year of dangerous flood, but certainly not in one 
of poor levels like that of 1901. 

« The Irrigation service is at present studying the best means for abolishing the 
corvee, or, at all events, for reducing it to a very large extent. Proposals will be 
submitted for this purpose, but it is certain that the changes will be best introduced 
gradually.” 

Drainage. 

About £E. 227,000 was spent upon drainage works last year. Eor this sum, 
398 kilom. of new drains were constructed in Upper and Lower Egypt, and 166 kiloin. 
of existing drains were remodelled. The expenditure includes the cost of land, earth¬ 
work, dredging, masonry, and timber works; also the pay of the special staff 1 intrusted 
with carrying "out the works. £ E. 5,500 was expended in collecting materials for the 
Etsa pumping-station, which will eventually affect the drainage of the Assiout and 
southern Minieh basins, when converted to perennial irrigation. The Mex pumps, which 
drain Lake Mareotis, which again receives the drainage of a large portion oftheBehera 
province, raised, in 1901, the largest amount of water hitherto recorded. The quantity 
lifted was 316,135,869 metres cube, the maximum amount pumped in any one day 
(25tl\ Eebruary) being 2,903,190 metres cube. The cost of pumping, in 1901, reached 
the heavy figure of £ E. 15,836, or some £E.50 per 1,000,000 cubic metres of water 
pumped. The excessive amount of water raised in 1901 is largely due to a heavy 
winter rainfall, but it is also to be accounted for by improvements in the drainage 
system of this province, whereby more water is discharged into the lake than used to 
be the case. 

Water Supply of Alexandria. 

The project for improving the water supply of Alexandria is still under conside¬ 
ration. In the meanwhile, the construction of the new filter-beds, which must in any 
case form an essential part of the scheme, is progressing. These works will, it is 
thought, be completed in rather less than three years. 

f Pater Supply of Provincial Towns. 

Arrangements have been made to supply the towns of Keneh and Assouan with 
good water. Borings have been made with success, and good supplies of water have 
been found at Beni-Souef, Mit-Ghamr, and Zifta. Permanent pipes have been laid 
down, and drawings are being prepared with a view to the erection of the necessary 
buildings and machinery. 

The Town of Cairo. 

The total road surface of the city of Cairo is 2,803,482 square metres, of which 
1,376,848 square metres are metalled, the rest being in earth. 22,808 square metres 
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of new metalled road were constructed in 1901, at a cost of £ E. 1,910. 52,718 square 

metres of basalt road were reconstructed, at a cost of £E. 3,663; and 75,217 square 
metres of the same class of road were repaired, costing £ E. 2,915. In all, a sum of 
£E. 10,772 was spent upon the upkeep of the Cairo roads in 1901. 

The Caisse de la Dette has granted a credit of £ E. 20,000, in order to enable a 
commencement to be made with paving the roads of the native quarters of the city 
with asphalt bricks. If this matter is to be taken seriously in hand, a further 
very considerable sum of money will be required. 

A drainage system for getting rid of the rain-water, which formerly used to flood 
the streets after every storm, was introduced last year. The total length of sewers 
laid, including the branches, is 8,051 metres. The total expenditure has been 
£E. 20,500, out of a sum of £E. 22,000, which was furnished by the Caisse. The 
drains will discharge their water into the Ismailia Canal. An engine and pump worked 
by electricity have been erected at the outlet, in order that, even when the canal is 
full, the drains may be worked. M. Reboul, who was in charge of this work, deserves 
great credit for the energetic way in which he has pushed it to completion by 
carrying on the work by night as well as by day. 

As regards the Scavenging and Watering service, there has been no change in the 
area cleaned since 1900. As in that year, 61 per cent, of the total is cleaned and 
watered daily. The remaining 39 per cent, is cleaned once in even four days. 
The total expenditure for 1901 was about £ E. 25,000. An arrangement has been 
made by which this service, with its entire staff and plant, was handed over to the 
Sanitary Department from the 1st January, 1902. 

There are now 3,233 gas-lamps in the town, or an increase of 62 over the number 
in 1900. Arrangements are being made for the installation of 295 new lamps in 
portions of the city where lighting is most urgently required. A special grant ol 
£ E. 2,000 has been given for this purpose, with effect from the 1st January, 1902. 

The prospect in the near future of telephonic communication between Cairo and 
Alexandria lias decided the Telephone Company to establish metallic circuits in 
Cairo itself. The former system (with return current through the earth) has proved 
insufficient to transmit the sound to a great distance. This change in the system 
having doubled the number of wires, the Company asked for, and obtained, the per¬ 
mission of the Government to substitute subterranean for overhead wires. This work 
was practically completed in 1901. 


Public Buildings. 

Demands for the construction of new r public buildings arc springing up on ail 
sides. It is quite impossible to meet all these demands at once. The question is not 
merely one of money. With the existing stall' of the Public Works Department 
there is a limit to the amount of expenditure which can he adequately supervised. 
Some considerable time must elapse before all the public buildings, vdiich*are required, 
can be constructed. In the meanwhile, the facts which I give below will show that 
steady progress is being made. 

About £E. 127,000 was spent upon new public buildings in 1901. 

These do not include buildings for either the Prisons or the Sanitary service. 
Noth these Administrations, although their expenditure is still borne upon the Public 
\\ orks budget, now r employ their own engineers and carry out their own works, merely 
referring to the Public Works Ministry in special eases. 

In Upper Egypt ten new r buildings-were completed in the course of last year, at a 
total cost of about £ E. 17,500, of which £ E. 9,500 was expended in 1901. Those 
comprised police barracks, slaughter-houses, and Tanzim (Roads and Buildings Depart¬ 
ment) < dlices. In addition, a new elephant-house and a lion-house were built for the 
Government Zoological Gardens. 

Siwen new buildings were commenced last year, the estimates for which 
amounted to £ E. 32,671, and the expenditure upon which was £ E. 11,900. Those 
huihlmgs consisted chiefly of police oilieos, police barracks, and Tribunals. The 
most important w r as the new Agricultural College at Ghizeh, which is estimated to 
ooA £ E. 17,900, and upon which £ E. 5,500 w r as expended in 1901. 

In Dower Egypt, a great deal of work was in progress. Twenty-six buildings 
were either completed or in progress representing an estimated cost of £E. 471,651. 
Ol tiiis amount, 1‘ E. 219,275 was expended previous to 1901, while £ E. 91,505 repre¬ 
sents last year’s expenditure. A 
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I give below' a brief account of the more important of these buildings. 

The Egyptian Museum (Cairo). —The interior of the building, with the exception of 
a few r details, is practically completed, and it has been handed over to the Museum 
authorities, Avho have commenced the transfer of the collections from the Ghizeh 
Museum. The Exhibition space is 15,000 square metres, as compared Avith 9,700 square 
metres at the Gliizeh Museum. 

The boundary fence for tlie new building is still in progress. 

About £ E. 19S,000 had been spent upon this building up to the end of 1901. 
£ E. 23,000 w r as expended in that year. 

The Arab Museum and Khedivial Library ( Caiio). —This building is well advanced, 
and it is hoped that it will very shortly be completed. The cost, up to date, has been 
£ E. 4/, 000, of which £ E. 12,500 was spent in 1901. The total area of the Exhibition 
rooms is 1,510’ square metres, as against 630 square metres in the present Arab 
Museum. 

The Geological Museum (Cairo). —This building lias been completed at a cost of 
£ E. 4,500. The collection of minerals gathered by the Geological Department has 
been placed in the Museum. 

Boulac Stables (Cairo). —These are for the Scavenging and Watering service, 
and are intended to replace the buildings handed over to the Army of Occupation, 
under an agreement made regarding the land in the vicinity of the Egyptian Museum. 
These stables will, when completed, have cost £ E. 10,000, of which £ E. 2,500 was 
expended in 1901. 

Residence for the Director-General of the Antiquities Department. —This building is 
to cost £ E. 4,400, of which about £ E. 1,000 was spent last year. 

Customs Buildings at Alexandria. —These consist of new sheds, and of an addition 
to the tobacco store. They will, when completed, have cost £ E. 28,500, of 
which £E. 18,800 was spent last year. They will be finished early in tlie current 
year. 

Port Said Gouvernorat. —This building will cost £ E. 13,000, of which £ E. 2,400 
w'as spent in 1901. It will be ready by the end of 1902. 

Cairo Central Fire Station. —A commencement has been made with this work, and 
about £ E. 1,100 w r as expended last year. It will cost, when finished, £ E. 25,000, but 
it cannot be ready until 1903. 

Cairo Post Office. —This building was completed in 1901, at a cost of £ E. 12,100, 
of which £E. 8,200 represents tlie expenditure for last year. 

Cairo Native Court of Appeal. —Although this building (including the prison) was 
taken over in 1900, several additions demanded by the Ministry of Justice are in 
progress. These will cost some £ E.4,100, and will be finished in the course of this 
year. About £ E. 1,200 was spent last year. 

Port Said Post Office. —This w r ill cost £E. 25,000, of which £E. 4,800 was spent 
in 1901. It will be completed in 1903. 

The School of Law (Cairo). —A commencement was made in 1901, but the building 
cannot be ready before 1903. The estimated cost is £ E. 22,100, of wdiicli £E. 1,600 
was spent in 1901. 

The Sanieh School (Cairo). —This building was also commenced last year, and 
will be completed in 1903. The estimated cost is £ E. 27,200, of which about £ E. 1,700 
w r as spent in 1901. 

Schools of Moubtedian and Dar-el-Oloum (Cairo). —These two schools, w'hich have 
cost in all £ E. 30,000, were completed in April 1901. £ E. 6,000 Avas expended in 

that year. 

The Government Printing Press at Boulac. —The additions to this building are being 
carried out by Clielu Bey, the Director, under the supervision of the Public Works 
Ministry. Their estimated total cost is £ E. 12,000, of which £ E. 7,000 w r as expended 
in 1901. 

Several other buildings were put in hand, but none of them are of sufficient 
importance to warrant special mention. 

Repairs to existing Buildings. —About £E. 40,000 was expended in 1901 upon 
repairs to the buildings belonging to the various Government Administrations, which 
number many hundreds. This sum includes a grant of £ E. 4,000 to the Prisons 
Department, and of £E. 3,500 to the Sanitary service, for the upkeep of their 
buildings. 
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Inspection of Steam Engines 

I stated in ray last Report that, after some lengthy delays, a new Law for 
licensing and regulating engines of all kinds had at last been enacted. It had been 
in operation since November 1900, and has yielded satisfactory results. 

323 demands for engine licences were received in 1901, as against 153 in 1900. 
These, with 79 which remained over for consideration at the beginning of 1901, 
make a total for the year of 402. Of this number, 336 were granted, and 6G remained 
over for consideration at the end of the year. 

The total number of engines now duly licensed in Egypt and in good working 
order is 869. This does not include irrigation engines and pumps. 836 visits of 
inspection were made in 1901. One boiler explosion occurred, caused by the negligence 
of the driver, but fortunately no one was injured. 


The Survey Department. 

During the year 1901, this Department has been mainly occupied with the 
revenue survey. 

The triangulation of the provinces of Galioubieli and Dakahlieli has been com¬ 
pleted, and a commencement made with that of Upper Egypt. The detail survey of 
the provinces of Gharbieh and Ghizeb was finished, and the reassessment of the land 
tax was completed before the end of the year. 

About two-thirds of the area of the Mcnoufieli and Payoum provinces have been 
surveyed. 

In order to utilize the large quantity of unpublished maps already existing, a 
survey party was, during the last five months of 1901, engaged in revising them and 
bringing them up to date. A commencement was made with the province of Behera; 
900 square kilom. have been completed in the field, and the two first sheets have 
been published. Others will quickly follow. It is anticipated that these maps 
will prove of great general utility, as no topographical maps, on a large scale, exist in 
Egypt. 

The Meteorological Service. 

Daily Avcather reports continue, as in 1900, to be published at Cairo, and tele¬ 
graphic information is daily exchanged between Egypt and different stations on the 
Mediterranean. These bulletins are send to Port Said and Alexandria, and the 
information is furnished to the Shipping Companies. Meteorological stations in the 
Soudan have been extended, and arrangements have been made for observations to be 
regularly taken at Wadi Haifa, Khartoum. Kassala, Wad Medani, El-Obcid, El-Duem, 
Taufikieh, and Suakin. 

The construction of a neAV Observatory at Hclouan is to bo commenced in tin; 
course of this year. 

The automatic time-signal has been transmitted regularly from the Cairo 
Observatory since the commencement of 1900, but, during that year, only the Port 
Said time-ball was dropped by it. In 1901, the Alexandria time-ball was also put in 
electric connection Avith the Observatory at Cairo, as Avas the mid-day gun at the Cairo 
Citadel. The signal is sent at mean noon of the 30th meridian east of Greenwich, or 
at 10 A.w. Greenwich mean time. 


The Geological Survey. 

The work done by this branch of the Public Works Department has principally 
consisted in the preparation and publication of Reports upon the Avork done in previous 
seasons. 'Three Deports have been published, viz,, those on the Kharga, Dakhla, and 
Earafra oases. Six more Deports are in the press. 

" The geological collection has been removed to the ucav Museum: it is uoav being 
arranged and classified 

A most important find of fossil vertebrata was made by Mr. H. Ueadncll in the 
Avcstorn desert during 1901. A considerable collection of new forms Avas made. These 
are uoav being determined and described at the British Museum (Natural History 
Branch). When tins work lias been completed, they Avili be returned to Egypt. Tavo 
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pamphlets relating to this subject, Avritten by Mr. AndrcAv, of the British Museum, 
have already been published. 

Recruiting. 

The necessity for a thorough revision of the law relating to recruiting in Egypt 
has, for a long time past, been felt. In the course of last year, a Commission was 
appointed to examine into this important qnesiion. A hnv, based on the recommenda¬ 
tions of the Commission, has now been drafted by Mr. Brunyate, Avlio, in this, as in 
other matters, has rendered most valuable services. The neAV hew Avili shortly be sub¬ 
mitted to the consideration of the Legislative Council. Its provisions may he briefly 
summarized as folloAvs : 

The persons liable to military service arc reclassified 

The laAV regarding exemptions from military service is systematized and simplified. 
I may mention that it is proposed to exempt men volunteering for service in the police 
for a period of ten years. 

The procedure prior to enlistment, as well as the llegulations affecting the period 
and conditions of service, have been revised and simplified. 

Legal sanction is given to calling out the reserves under certain circumstances. 

The very faulty system, hitherto in force, of imposing vicarious punishment on 
the families of deserters, is to he abolished. In its place, it is proposed: first, to 
impose a cess on any village in Avhich the absentees exceed a certain percentage of those 
called to the colours ; secondly, to increase the term of service of conscripts fraudu¬ 
lently attempting to evade service. It Avili, however, he possible to obtain, by good 
conduct, a remission of the increased term of service. 

Another important change, which is proposed, is that for the future only persons 
subject to military law Avili he tried by court-martial. Other offenders against the 
Recruiting Lhav aa ill be dealt Avilh by the ordinary Tribunals acccording to the gravity of 
the offences, Avhich have been classified and for Avhieli penalties have been fixed. 
Heretofore, civilians offending against the Recruiting Lrav Avcre liable to be tried by 
court-martial. 

Crime. 

In reading the following remarks, taken from a Memorandum prepared by- 
Mr. Corbet, the Procuveur-General of the Egyptian Government, it has to be borne in 
mind that the Avord “ crime” is used in the technical sense of the Egyptian Code. It 
ansAvevs aa ith tolerable accuracy to the English Avord “ felony ” :— 

“ In 1901 there Avcre 2,382 crimes denounced, as against 1,977 in 1900. Of these 
denunciations, 831 (or 35 per cent.—exactly the same proportion as in 1900) were filed 
as being unfounded in fact, or not relating to facts constituting an offence in law, thus 
leaving a total of 1,548 real crimes, as against 1,290 in 1900. Already in 1900 there 
had been a slight increase of 39 in the number of crimes over that of 1899. Avhieli Avas 
lower by 91 than tlie lowest ever before attained. The number tins year is larger than 
any since 1896, Avhen the real crimes reached the much higher total of 1,866. The 
increase is general. Only in Alexandria, Port Said, and Payoum is there any decrease, 
Avhile the smallest increase is found in Cairo city and the province of Keneh. namely, 
3 per cent. each. 

“An analysis of (he figures sIioavs the following results:— 

“ c Brigandage,’ so called, figures for 11 cases, in place of 12 in 1900; that is, it 
still keeps doAvn, the figures counting back from 1900 to 1896, inclusive, having been 12, 
17, 21, 28, 47. These figures are eminently satisfactory, as shoAving that the most 
serious of all crimes, from the point of vieAV of public security, and that Avitli Avhich 
the authorities may fairly he expected to he able to cope, is not on the increase. 

“Excluding the cases of ‘brigandage 4 ,’ robbery Avith violence sIioavs a slight 
increase—306, as against 280. 

“ Homicide of various kinds stands at 186, as against 120, a considerable increase, 
being the highest number since 1896, Avhen it reached (96. 

“ H may he of interest to remark on the cause's of those homicides, so far as they 
are knoAvn, especially in comparison to (hose of the previous year. The most 
important headings cf the classification adopted in 1900 (Avhen this subject was first 
gone into) are— 

“ 1. Vengeance; 

“ 2. Cupidity ; and 

“ 3. i Crimes passioimels.’ 











“ Under the first heading- wo have 103 cases in 1901, against 150 cases in 1900 ; 
under the second, 79 in 1901, against 73 in 1900; under the third, 09 in 1901, against 
50 in 1900. ‘Miscellaneous ’ accounts for 91 in 1901, against 61 in 1900; causes quite 
unknown are 76 in 1901, against 78 in 1900. The most marked increase is, therefore, 
in the ‘ crimes passionnels/ a class of case where the authorities can do nothing in the 
matter of prevention. Among these crimes are classed 35 cases of infanticide, against 
20 in 1900. I do not think it is to he concluded from these tigurcs that the crime ot 
infanticide’ (of hastarcl children) has increased m 1901, hut merely that more of the 
cases happening were brought to light. In the same way (speaking m terms of a 
different classification of homicides),"the cases of poisoning brought up in 1900 were 
66, against 16, 11, 40, 36, and 20 in the five previous years, counting backwards. 
That'"this increase in numbers merely means more vigilance or honesty on the part of 
the authorities is, to my mind, quite* certain, and it is quite probable that the apparent 
number of these crimes will continue to increase. 

“ As to the class ‘ cupidity,’ the sub-heading ‘ robbery ’ shows 45 cases, against 
46 in 1900; the chief increase is in the sub-heading ‘ quarrels about lands and boun¬ 
daries ’■—-20 cases in 1901, against 12 in 1900. 

“ On the whole, then, the analysis of the causes of homicides is satisfactory, in the 
sense that the increase is chiefly due to causes where the public security authorities 
cannot be expected to influence the numbers by direct prevention. 

“We thus see that the two categories of homicide and robbery with violence 
account for an increase of 92, leaving 166 to be accounted for by other crimes. An 
examination of the figures shows that, of these, no less than 70 are accounted for by 
cases of arson, which were, in 1900, 103, and in 1901, 173. These cases are for the 
most part confined to two or three provinces, and to a certain period-—-that of the 
ripening of the wheat—though there is a certain number of cases of burning of 
* sakias,’ or waterwheels. Most of these cases cause very little damage; in the ‘ salvia ’ 
cases, indeed, the damage is often practically none, but the nature of the crime is 
obviously very serious. The motive in every case is simple spite. Unluckily, proof is 
very hard to get, the crime invariably being committed at night, and, naturally, not in 
the presence of witnesses ; consequently, though suspicion generally points to some 
special person or persons, it is very seldom that a case can bo brought home to the 
offender. It is to be hoped that, in the coming season, the Public Security authorities 
may be able to take special measures of precaution in the districts where this crime is 
rife. 

“Of the 91 crimes remaining, ‘attentat aux moeurs ’ accounts for 21 (101 
against 83). There is no other detail which calls for special remark.” 

There has of late years been a steady annual increase in the number of misde¬ 
meanours (“debts”). During the last decade they have risen from 28,137 in 1892, 
to 48,981 in 1901. Neither Mr. Corbet nor Mr. Maehell, the Adviser to the Ministry 
of the Interior, is disposed to attach much importance to these figures. They think 
that the increase is mainly due to the growing tendency of the population to have 
recourse to the Law Courts in order to settle their disputes. I believe this view to be 
correct, and, if this be so, the symptom is in many respects healthy. I should add 
that the very large majority of the cases classed as misdemeanours arc of the most petty 
and trumpery description. 

Anthropometric Bureau. 


The Anthropometric bureau, inaugurated some years ago by Colonel Harvey, has- 
been doing useful work. The number of recidivists identified under false names since 
the system ivas fully established has been as follows:— 





Year. 



Number. 


1807 .. 





177 


1808 




. , 

330 


1800 .. 


, . 

, . 


384 


15*00 . . 


, . 

, # 


509 


1901 .. 

.. 

*• 



841 


Many of the identifications were made after condemnation. This Avas to be 
expected, oAving to the prisoners not having passed through the hands of the 
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measurers before sentence Avas given. As the service is still further developed, the 
identifications will be effected when the individual is accused, and, therefore, in suffi¬ 
cient. time to have his antecedents brought up against him. As it is, since the middle 
of August last year, in forty-five cases, prisoners under appeal have been detected 
under false names, and Avith antecedents, in sufficient time to call the attention of the 
Procureur-General to the fact, and enable him to take steps to have their real names 
and antecedents brought up against them. 

It has been decided to do away with classification by measurement, and to rely 

entirely on finger-prints. 


Prisons. 


I have mentioned in previous Deports that the two main defects of the Egyptian 
Prison Administration formerly Avcre : (1) that the accommodation Avas insufficient; and 
(2) that OAving to the adoption of the very faulty system of aliening many ol the 
prisoners to be fed by their friends outside the prison, the maintenance of proper 
discipline was a matter of much difficulty. . . 

As regards the first point, steady progress was made during the past year. A 
sum of about £ E. 25,000 was spent on building new prisons. Expenditure to the 
extent of £ E. 30,000 has been sanctioned for similar purposes during the current 

^' As regards the second point, rations were, during, the past year, issued to all 
prisoners confined in the central prisons, as well as to indigent prisoners in the local 
lock-ups. The cost of this change of system Aias partly covered by the prisoners 
earnings, Avhich, in 1901, amounted to about £ E. 6,600. _ 

The total cost of the Prison Administration to the State, exclusive of building 
grants, was about £ E. 60,000, or at the rate of £ E. 6*7 per prisoner, As more money 
becomes available, it is proposed to create, from the proceeds.of the prison industries, 
a fund for assisting discharged convicts to make a fresh start in life. 

The prison population increased during the past year. The numbers iiere 9,357 
(including 418 women and 103 juveniles) on the 31st December, 1901, as compared 
to 8,777 on the 31 st December, 1900. On the other hand, the penal servitude convicts 

decreased from 2,058 to 1,972. . . „ . . ■, 

Some important reforms are about to be introduced into the 1 enal and Criminal 
Procedure Codes. Without entering into, detail, I may remark that these reforms 
involve: (1) a reduction of costs in all criminal cases, and the adoption of a revised 
schedule as to imprisonment in default of payment of fine; (2) conditional 
sentences in the case of first offenders; (3) more severe penalties for old offenders 


Hitherto, the costs have been so heavy that offenders have generally iound it 
either impossible to pay them, or distinctly to their advantage to undergo a short 
term of imprisonment, rather than pay the sums in Avhich they have been mulcted. 
Once in prison they ran the risk of being contaminated by association with )ad 
characters. It is hoped that, with the change in the Law, payment of lines will become 
more frequent. Coles Pasha, the present very capable Director-General of the 
Prisons, anticipates a large reduction of the prison population, but thinks that, m 
future, heavier sentences Avill in general be imposed. He adds, in the note which 
he has addressed to me on this subject, “ With these reforms .1 consider that prison 
legislation may be said to have been exhausted, and the administration ol the Depart¬ 
ment in the future Avill depend entirely on the efficiency of its officers. 1 trust this 
may prove to be the case. The reforms, to Avhich allusion is made above, are all in 
the right direction, but, as a matter of personal opinion, I may say that 1 rather 
doubt whether in Egypt, or, indeed, in any other country, a perfect solution has yet 
been found for the very difficult problem involved in the treatment ot the criminal 
classes. I trust it may eventually be possible to move somewhat further in the 
direction of rendering punishment more reformatory, and someAvhat less punitive, m 
cases Avhere any real prospect of reformation may reasonably be entertained. How 
far the system, Avhich appears to be excellent in principle, of increased severity to 
hardened offenders, will work in practice, must depend very largely on the manner 
in Avhich the Judges exercise the discretionary poivers, Avhich must necessarily be 
conferred upon them, lily hope is that they will not hesitate to make use of those 
powers. 

[1527] K 
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The Reformatory. 

During the past year, forty-five boys were discharged from the Reformatory 
and forty were admitted. Of these latter, twenty-six came from Cairo. The Judges 
at some of the other large centres appear scarcely to make sufficient use of the powers 
conferred on them by the existing law, to send boys to the Reformatory instead of to 
prison. Attention has been drawn to this point. 

Of the sixty-two boys who have been discharged from the Reformatory during 
the past two years, thirty-five are doing well, eleven have been re-convicted, and 
twelve are classed as “doubtful.” Of the remaining lour nothing has been heard. 
The proportion of failures, or of cases where success lias only been partial, is thus 
somewhat high. 


Hashish. 


The campaign against the use of hashish continues, and was attended, duiing 
the oast vear, with as groat a degree of success as could reasonably be expected.^ 

"The best test of whether hashish is scarce in the country is the selling price in the 
Cairo and Alexandria markets. During the course of last summer it reached the 
hitherto unprecedented figure of 50 fr. a kilog. 

The total quantity of hashish seized throughout the country by the coast-guard 
in 1901 amounted to 12,061 kilog.; by the police, 2,722 kilog.; and by the Customs, 


1,126 kilog. 

Only 's5 hashish patients were admitted to the Lunatic Asylum at Abbassieh in 
1901, as against 128 in 1900. _ . 

The new law which enables a public establishment, of which the occupier lias allowed 
the consumption of hashish, to be closed temporarily, and, in cases of third offence, 
or where the occupier can be shown to have actually sold or supplied hashish, to be 
closed definitely, continues to produce good results. No less than 1,029 establish¬ 
ments were ordered to be closed in 1901, as against 975 in 1900, and 310 in lb99. 
I am informed, however, that many of the establishments which are closed reopen 
under another name. 

The contraband trade in hashish is carried on principally along the coast west of 
Alexandria. It is very difficult to stop it. Bedouins, who are thoroughly well 
acquainted with the coast where it is contemplated to land hashish, are carried _ on 
• hoard the ships engaged in contraband trade; the steamer, by day, lies some 10 miles 
off the shore, steams in at full speed just after dark, lands her contraband, and is 
10 miles from the shore again in a few hours. 


The Pihjrinuuje. 

The new Rules about the Mecca pilgrimage, to which I alluded at some length 
last year, seem to have worked well. 

The Khedivial Steam-ship Company alone accepted the conditions laid down by 
the Government, with the result that all the Egyptian pilgrims were conveyed by the 
steamers of that Company. 

The pilgrims were repatriated without any intervention lrom the Government. 
Idle long and wearisome delays which heretofore occurred at -Jeddah and Yemlio were 
avoided. The pilgrims themselves appeared to recognize that the journey to and iro 
had never been performed under such favourable circumstances. The mortality in the 
camp at. Tor, which amounted to ’61 in the case of non-Egyptians, was only *06 in the 
ease of Egyptian pilgrims. 

I think it may be said that the question of transporting the Egyptian pilgrims to 
and from Jeddah has at length been satisfactorily solved. 

Bakeries, store-houses, kitchens, and some other buildings have been constructed 
at Tor. The quality of tin* food supplied last sear was good, and the quantity 
abundant. 

Tin' precaution of insisting, before the issue of a passport, on a deposit of A E. 1, 
to cover the possible cost of maintenance, has resulted in reducing the number of 
indigent Egyptian pilgrims to sixty-one, or less than 1 per cent, o! the total 
number of indigents during tin* year. Out of a total of 18,900 foreign pilgrims. 


63 


no less than 6,000, or 31 per cent., had to be fed at the expense of the Egyptian 
Government. 

Hitherto the sick have been located in tents. During the past year two stone 
hospitals, each containing thirty beds, have been constructed. The accommodation 
for the sick is, however, still inadequate. 

The question of providing barracks for the pilgrims is under consideration. As 
the pilgrim season gradually falls back into the winter, the necessity of replacing the 
tents, in which the pilgrims are now lodged, by masonry constructions becomes more 
and more apparent. 

Further, if is very necessary to establish a pilgrim station at Suakin. Pilgrims 
from all parts of Africa cross the Red Sea on their way to Mecca, and on their return, 
under existing regulations, are required to go more than 500 miles north of Jeddah 
to undergo their period of quarantine or observation at Tor. The temptation to make 
their way back to the African coast by any sailing-boat that offers is too strong to 
be resisted, and the result is a wholesale disregard of Quarantine regulations by the 
Soudanese pilgrims, with proportionate risk to the Soudan. The matter is now under 
consideration. 


Slavery. 

The main interest of anti-slavery operations has now been shifted from 
Egypt to the Soudan. In Egypt proper it may be said that, for all practical 
purposes, the institution of slavery no longer exists. All that is required is a 
certain amount of care and watchfulness to maintain the position already acquired. 

In the Soudan the case is different. In that country we are only at the com¬ 
mencement of the anti-slavery campaign. That success will be eventually obtained I 
cannot doubt. But it must lie admitted that the difficulties are considerable. The 
most notable of these arise from the vast extent of territory which has to be 
guarded. 

Erom all I hear, I am led to believe that, in spito of all the clTorts of the 
Soudan Government, slave raids, accompanied with bloodshed, still occasionally take 
place in the southern districts of Kordofan and along the Balir-el-Arab. The slaves 
are either sent westward or else eastward across the White Nile into Abyssinia, where 
they are easily sold. It appears, also, that the Baruu tribe of negroes, whose 
country lies to the west of the Beni Shangul district, are periodically raided by the 
Abyssinians. 

On the other hand, Captain McMurdo, the Head of the Anti-Slavery Department, 
reports;— 

“The very considerable kidnapping business, which took place in the vicinity of 
all large towns in the Soudan shortly after the reoccupation, has much decreased. 
This is to be attributed to the energetic measures employed by the Soudan Govern¬ 
ment.” 

Notably, there are now but few cases of kidnapping at Suakin, which, Captain 
McMurdo says, “used to be a hot-bed ” for offences of this description. 

An important administrative change was made during the course of last year. 
It was decided to transfer the greater portion of the Slavery Camel Corps to the 
Soudan, with a view to operating along the Atbara, from its junction with the Nile 
as far as Assobri on the Atbara and Kassala on the Gash, whilst the Camel Corps at 
Suakin is to guard the Red Sea coast north and south of that district. The 
two Camel Corps are to co-operate in guarding the south-eastern exit of the 
Soudan. 

An English Chief Inspector (Mr. N. Wilkinson! lias been brought into the 
Department, and appointed to Khartoum, to collect all possible information con¬ 
cerning the slave traffic in the Soudan, and to organize the Atbara cordon. 

In January 1901, a camel company, of about 3 00 strong, marched from Upper 
Egypt to the Atbara and made their head-quarters at Adarama, where a system of 
patrols up and down the river was carried out. This measure appears to have had 
the elfeet of arresting the traffic, and also of diverting it to the south and east. 
In more than one case, caravans of slaves have been driven into the hands of the 
Native Camel Corps of the Soudan Government in the lvassala district. It is certain 
that, in the Suakin district, the traffic has of late been much less active than 
formerly. 

Captain McMurdo is noAV engaged in a tour through the eastern and south-eastern 
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districts of the Soudan. lie will subsequently visit Ivordofan. 1 do not doubt that he 
will be able to gain information which will be useful in connection with future opera¬ 
tions against the slave raiders. 

Before concluding this portion of my Report, I trust I may be allowed to add 
that, according to information received by Captain McMurdo, the Government of 
Erythrsea has been more successful during the past year in its endeavours to suppress 
the traffic in slaves than at any former period. Tire Italian Government has always 
taken the greatest interest in this matter, but they have had to cope with difficulties 
as great as, and possibly even greater than, those which have been encountered by the 
Egyptian and Soudan Governments. 


Alexandria Municipality. 

The Alexandria Municipality, with the approval of the Egyptian Government, 
recently raised £ E. 500,000, at 4 per cent, interest. The money is to be spent on 
sanitation. 

The National Bank of Egypt took up the loan at par. 


Provincial Municipalities. 

Local Commissions have now been established in twenty-four provincial towns. 
With the exception of Mansourah, all these towns depend on the Government for their 
receipts, which vary from £ E. SOO to £ E. 2,500 a-year. 

At Assouan, arrangements have been completed for the supply of water from the 
foot of the Cataract to the principal parts of the town. Similar arrangements are 
contemplated elsewhere. At Ziftah and Kafr-el-Zayat, the question of sinking 
artesian wells is being studied. Contracts have been signed for lighting the towns 
of Ilelouan, Tantah, and Ziftah by electricity. At Bcni-Souef, Luxor, and Kcnch, 
the Croizat system of lighting has been adopted. Other towns are following their 
example. 

On the whole, I think it may be said that the first steps in the direction of local 
self-government have been attended with results as favourable as could reasonably be 
expected. 

The case of Mansourah is exceptional. Rather more than three years ago the 
inhabitants of this town voluntarily imposed on themselves a tax to supplement the 
Government grant. In 1901, the total receipts amounted to £ E. 7,320, of which 
£ E. 2,750 was contributed by the Government; the balance of £ E. 1,570 was derived 
from the voluntary tax. The first period of three years, for vhicli the inhabitants 
engaged themselves, expired on the 15th November, 1901. It was a matter of some 
interest to know whether they had been sufficiently satisfied with their experience to 
feel justified in engaging themselves afresh. Not only is this the case, but the 
budgetary provision for 3 902 amounts to no less than 0 E. 10,400. The future of 
Mansourah is, therefore, insured for a further period of at least three years. 

I am informed that the inhabitants of Eayoum and Tantah have recently 
expressed a desire for the introduction of the Mansourah system into their towns. 


Medical Adminishation. 

The number of admissions to Government hospitals continues to increase. 
During 1901, 23,447 persons were treated as in-patients, as against 22,572 in 1900. 

The steady increase in the amount of money received from treatment fees is a 
proof that the native population is beginning to appreciate the advantages of hospital 
treatment. The fees received at the Kasr-el-Aini Hospital in Cairo have risen from 
£ E. 349 in 1896 to £ E. 1,247 in 3901. 

A process of administrative decentralization, which appears to have been attended 
with good results, took place in connection with the Sanitary and Medical Department 
in the course of last year. Heretofore, the construction and repairs of all hospitals, &c., 
were carried out by the Public Works Department. This work is now intrusted 
to the Director-General of the Sanitary Department, w ho employs his own staff of 
engineers, &c. Under his direction, about £ E. 16,000 was, during 1901, spent on 
enlarging or improving the hospitals and other buildings at Port Said, Tantah, Minieh, 


and Alexandria, and about £ E. 3,500 on erecting slaughter-houses at various 
spots throughout the country. Extensive repairs to existing hospitals were also 
carried out. 

Infectious Diseases. 

Independently of plague, 3,622 cases, and 682 deaths from infectious diseases 
were notified during 1901, against 4,144 cases, and 1,027 deaths in 1900. Small-pox 
accounted for 1,883 cases, and 220 deaths. Cairo was comparatively free from this 
disease during the year, only twenty cases and four deaths occurring against 172 cases 
and forty-one deaths in 1900. This immunity Avas, without doubt, due to the very 
thorough re-vaccination of a large proportion of the population during 1900. The 
good result^ of efficient vaccination in preventing the spread of small-pox cannot be 
better illustrated than by Avhat took place at Port Said in 1901, Avhen an outbreak of 
the disease occurred in that town. 

The population of Port Said is 47,500, of whom 35,000 are natives and 12,500 
Europeans. 174 cases and 56 deaths from small-pox were reported from this 
town during 1901. Of these, 129 cases and 3S deaths occurred among Europeans, 
and 45 cases and 18 deaths among natives. This enormous disproportion Avas, 
without doubt, due to the lack of A'accination among the European population 
It is possible to enforce vaccination among the native population, but among 
the Europeans, though vaccination is compulsory by the laws of the country, it is 
impossible to enforce it, as the Egyptian Sanitary Department has to depend on the 
Consuls of the various countries for the notification of births in their respective 
colonics, and these notifications arc either sent with no information as to the residence 
of the parents, or are not sent at all, so that it is impossible to trace the children and 
prosecute the parents in the Courts if they refuse to have them vaccinated. 

Over 30,000 of the inhabitants of Port Said Avere vaccinated between January 
and dune 1901. After the end of June, no further cases occurred. 

Small-pox, which in the province of Assouan Avas formerly very prevalent, has 
been almost entirely stamped out by more efficient vaccination. The Bisharin Arabs, 
Avho suffered greatly from the disease, especially in the camp at the south of the town 
of Assouan, are iioav free from it, and present themselves readily for vaccination, 
provided their names arc not entered in the registers ; this is not done. 

I venture to commend these facts and figures, Avhich are taken from a Report 
addressed to me by Mr. Pinching, the Director-General of the Sanitary Department, 
to those avIio are disposed to doubt the utility and efficacy of vaccination. 

The Vaccine Institute, established in Cairo some years ago, is doing excellent 
service. 

357 cases of diphtheria occurred in the toAvn of Cairo during 1901, as against 210 
certified during 1900. The difficulty of suppressing the ravages caused by this disease 
arises from the fact that many cases among the native population arc not brought to 
the notice of the Sanitary authorities until after death has taken place. In all houses 
infected aa ith diphtheria, and those in contact with them, the prophylactic treatment 
by the injection of anti-diphtheric serum has been practised on all surviving children, 
where the parents have accepted it. In houses where this treatment has been carried 
out, second cases of the disease have never occurred. It is regrettable that, in some 
cases, parents will not accept this treatment for their healthy children, avIio have been 
more or less in contact with the infection of diphtheria, as Avithout doubt it offers a very 
real protection against the disease. 

The general mortality in Cairo has shown a marked decrease during 1901, in 
comparison with 1900. 



1000. 

1 

1901. 

MoitaKty ., .. .. . 

36 per cent, j 

32 per cent. 

Excess of births over deaths 

1,190 

1 4,616 


I give these figures, as it has been occasionally stated that the death-rate increased 
in Cairo during 1901, OAving to the town being rendered unhealthy by the opening up 
of the streets Avith a view to laying the pipes required to carry off the rain water. 
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The Plague. 

I annex to tliis Beport (Inclosure 2) a Memorandum prepared by Mr. Pinching, 
in which a full account is given of the progress of the plague during the past year. 
The manner in which Mr. Pinching, and those serving under him, have combated the 
spread of “this disease deserves the highest praise. 


Quarantine. 

A strong and apparently almost universal opinion seems to exist in Egypt that 
the present condition of affairs as regards Quarantine Regulations is very unsatisfactory. 
Numerous and, in my opinion, justifiable complaints have been made on this sub ject 
by the various Commercial Associations which are established at Alexandria. This is 
not the proper place to enter into any full discussion of this difficult and complicated 
question. I confine myself, therefore, to an expression of opinion that a revision of 
the Convention of Venice is much to be desired. 


Village Sanitation . 

During the past year, 227 cemeicries were condemned and other sites selected for 
them. Very few villages now remain in which it will bo necessary to change (he 
cemeteries. 

The work of improving the sanitary condition of the mosques continues steadily. 
1,179 village mosques were dealt with in 1901. 

Mr. Pinching again draws attention to the fact that the birkets (ponds), which 
exist in the neighbourhood of nearly every village, constitute a danger alike to human 
beings and to animals. I trust that, sooner or later, it may be possible to deal with 
this important but somewhat difficult question. 

Mr. Pinching also lays stress on the importance of opening up some of the larger 
streets through the towns, in order to provide for a free circulation of air. 


Lunatic Asylum. 

Since 1895, a sum of £ E. 21,000 has been spent on alterations and improvements 
in the Lunatic Asylum at Abbnsieh. Of this amount, £ E. 5,000 was spent last vear. 
The sanitary condition and structural efficiency of the building have both been greatly 
improved, but there can be no doubt that the accommodation for lunatics is altogether 
insufficient. Another Lunatic Asylum is much needed. Some slight relief has, how ever, 
been afforded by removing to the convict establishment at Tourah all the criminal 
lunatics, who were formerly confined at Abbasieli. 

An increase in the European staff of the Asylum is also very necessary. T under¬ 
stand that an assistant to Dr. Mar nock, the present very capable Head of the Asylum, 
is about to be engaged. The question of engaging some more qualified attendants, which 
is one of much importance, may possibly be considered in connection with the 
Estimates for 1903. 

The most interesting medical work at present in hand at the Asylum is the 
observation of cases of insanity due to, or accompanied by, pellagra. A record of these 
cases is being published in European scientific journals. 


- Supply of Cattle. 

The question of the supply of cattle in Egypt is becoming one of great importance. 
On the one hand, the demand, both for agricultural purposes and for purposes of 
slaughter, is steadily increasing, and is likely to increase still further when, by reason 
of the completion of the reservoirs, a considerable impulse will be given to agriculture 
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generally. Moreover, I hear from many quarters that large numbers of people, who 
before lived on vegetable diet, are notv sufficiently wealthy to buy butcher’s meat. 

On the other hand, the supply so far has not kept pace with the demand. Severe 
restrictions arc placed on the importation of live-stock, in order to guard against the 
danger of disease. Many owners of cattle, tempted by the high price of meat, kill 
cattle which would otherwise be used for agricultural purposes. 

The matter has, I understand, occupied the attention of the Agricultural Society. 
The remedies w ould appear to consist in doing all that is possible to encourage cattle- 
breeding, and in arranging for the transport, during all weathers, of meat from the 
sea-ports to the inland towns. A trade in frozen meat has already sprung up. About 
800,000 lbs. of Australian meat was landed at Port Said in the course of last year. 


j Rabies. 

Twenty-two cases of rabies were reported amongst animals last year, as against 
nineteen in 1900. Over ISO persons were treated at the Anti-Babies Institute, which 
is under the direction of the Italian Benevolent Society. This is an increase of 
forty over the number treated in 1900. It is probably owing to the existence of this 
useful institution that the number of deaths from hydrophobia fell from ton in 1900 
to three in 1901. 


Justice. 

Mr. Mcllwraith’s Beport, which is about to be published, deals fully with the 
progress made in every branch of the judicial system. I can add nothing to what he 
says. 


C.itton Mills. 

In my Beport for flic year 1898, which was published in the spring of 1899 
(“ Egypt No. 3 ” of 1899, p. 14), I made the following remarks :— 

“During the last few years, several proposals have boon made to the Egyptian 
Government with a view to establishing cotton manufactories in Egypt. At present, 
1 need hardly say, Egyptian cotton goes to Europe—mostly to Manchester—paying a 
1 per cent, export duty, and is reimported in the form of yarn and piece-goods, which 
pay an 8 per cent, ad, valorem import duty. There can be no sort of reason why the 
Government should oppose any proposal which involves placing tin* home-made on 
precisely the same footing as the imported goods. On the oilier band, il would, for 
obvious reasons, be detrimental to both English and Egyptian interests to afford any 
encouragement to the growth of* a protected cotton industry in Egypt. This is what 
the proposals so far made involve. Whether the industry can thrive without protection 
is a point on which 1 am not qualified to express an opinion.” 

On the 21st September, 1899, the Egyptian Cotton Mills Company (Limited), 
issued a prospectus which contained the following passage:— 

“Up to the present time, no cotton mill has been erected in Egypt, but consi¬ 
derable quantities of yarn are woven into cloth by the natives by means of primitive 
hand looms. In order to erect the necessary machinery for a mill, formal authority 
must be obtained from the Egyptian Government. The necessary Concession or Act 
of Authorization was granted by the Ministry of Bublic Works of the Egyptian 
Government in 1893, and duly published in the “Official Gazette,” and will be 
transferred to the Company when the requisite formalities have been complied 
with. 

“ This Authorization or Concession contains no stipulation as to the payment of 
duties on the yarns and goods manufactured, while there is a duty imposed on all such 
goods imported into Egypt equal to 8 per cent, upon their value, and there is reason to 
believe that no other Authorization for the erection of a cotton mill will be granted 
which does not provide for the articles produced being placed, in every respect, on the 
same footing as imported goods.” 

I may mention incidentally, as regards the last sentence in this prospectus, that 
the statement that no Authorization for the erection of a cotton mill would be granted 
which did not provide for the articles produced being placed in every respect on the, 
same footing as imported goods, was quite correct. On the other hand, the inference 
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■wliicli might perhaps not unnaturally he drawn from the statement, to the effect that 
this Company would enjoy a monopoly of protection, would, under any circumstances, 
have been erroneous. If, for whatsoever reason, no excise duty had been imposed on 
the articles manufactured by this particular Company, a similar treatment would, of 
course, have been accorded to all other cotton-milling Companies. 

This, however, is not the main point at issue. 

In deciding to follow the precedent set by the Government of India, of placing 
home-made and imported cotton in exactly the same footing, the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment acted with my full concurrence and support. I do not consider that, in Egyptian 
interests, it would he at all desirable to imperil the considerable revenue derived from 
the customs duties on cotton goods by the creation of an industry which would very 
probably haA r e had to depend mainly on protection for its existence. I regret in this 
matter to have found myself, so far as I can gather, out or harmony with a body of 
local opinion for which I entertain a sincere regard. The matter is, I need hardly say, 
one on which very diverse opinions may reasonably be held. I do not propose to enter 
into a discussion on the economic aspects of the question. The arguments employed 
have, for the most part, been those usually put forward by the advocates respectively 
of free trade and protection. To free traders the action taken by the Egyptian 
Government requires no defence. 1 fear that nothing I can say will be likely to 
convince confirmed protectionists. 

Whilst in Egypt the measure now under discussion has been adversely criticised 
by protectionists, in England the Egyptian Government has been accused of acting in 
a manner injurious to British interests. This argument needs but little comment. 
The decision of the Egyptian Government was based solely on what it considered, 
rightly in my opinion, to be in the true interests of Egypt. Nevertheless, there 
cannot he a doubt that, incidentally, European—in this case mainly British—interests 
would suffer from the adoption of a protectionist policy in Egypt. 

I have only to add that by a recent decision of the Court of Appeal, wdiich 
reversed the decision of the Court of Eirsf Instance, the legality of the action taken by 
the Egyptian Government has been placed beyond all manner of doubt. Whatever 
may he thought of the economic aspects of this question, there can be no doubt that, 
from a strictly legal point of view, the Egyptian Government has throughout stood on 
very strong ground. Nevertheless, the satisfactory result wdiicli has been obtained is 
possibly, in no small degree, due to the clear and powerful manner in wdiich the 
Government case was put before the Court by if. Eocca Serra. 

I fear that the pecuniary interests of the small body of shareholders in the 
Egyptian Cotton Wills Compain will be adversely allected by the recent decision. 
This is greatly to be regretted, as many were not improbably in ignorance of the risks 
they wave running. So far as Egyptian investors are concerned, I take this oppor¬ 
tunity of repeating the warning I have given on many occasions, and notably in my 
Iteport for the year 1899 (“Egypt No. 1 ” of 1900, p. 32), when L said that Egyptian 
investors w'ould do w r ell to “ carefully examine for themselves, w ith the aid of com¬ 
petent friends, the merits of each special proposal, whether it be put forward by 
Europeans or by their own countrymen.” 


Education [General). 

For a long time past—indeed, ever since the days of Mehemet Ali—attempts have 
been made to provide for the instruction of the people of Egypt. The efforts of those 
wdio guided the reforms in this connection w ere always well intentioned, hut they were 
not unfrequently spasmodic and misdirected. The fringe of various educational 
questions wars from time to time touched, hut it cannot he said that anything 
approaching to a sound and feasible general educational policy w r as conceived; at all 
events, if conceived, it was certainly not executed, for, apart from the withering 
influence of bankruptcy, wdiich fell on the country in the days of Ismail Pasha, the 
frequent changes of personnel rendered any continuity of policy or administration 
impossible. 

Of late years the aim of the Government has been twofold. In the first place, 
it has wished to spread as widely as possible, amongst both the male and female 
population, a simple form of education, consisting of an elementary knowledge 
of the Arabic language and of arithmetic. In the second place, it lias wished 
to form a highly educated class suitable for the requirements of the Government 
service. 
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I shall presently show, in some detail, what progress is being made through the 
agency of village schools towards the attainment of the first of these two objects; and 
I shall allude more specifically to the conditions of the particular schools and colleges 
which form a necessary adjunct to the attainment of the second object. For the 
moment, however, I wish only to allude to an important step taken last year with a 
view to removing certain defects wdiich, as experience had proved, existed in the 
general educational policy of the Government, as previously practised. 

It was found that of late years the number of candidates who presented them¬ 
selves for the secondary certificate examination has been steadily decreasing. Only 
240 candidates presented themselves for examination in 1901, as compared to 272 in 
1900 and 287 in 1S99. On the other hand, in spite of the examination fee 
ha\ ing been three times raised, the number of candidates for the primary 
certificate examination rose from 1,560 in 1899, to 1,753 in 1900, and again to 1,915 
in 1901. 

From a consideration of these figures, if was abundantly clear that many Egyptian 
parents regarded the attainment of the primary education certificate as the final aim 
of education. 

The country in general- would inevitably suffer by a continuance of this 
condition of affairs, for, in the absence of a sufficient number of young Egyptians who 
have obtained the secondary certificate, the Government would necessarily be obliged 
to fall back, in appointing to the Civil Service, on those wdio have only obtained the 
primary certificate. Indeed, the diminution in the number of candidates at the 
secondary certificate examination may bo attributed to the regulation, wdiich placed 
the primary certificate on the same footing as the secondary certificate as qualifying 
for appointments in the Government service. The secondary certificate, like the 
primary certificate, admitted only to the lower division of the Civil Service, and the 
primary certificate sufficed for promotion from the lower to the higher division. 
Young Egyptians, who were not, specially attracted to professional careers, preferred 
to find any opening in the lower division of the Government service immediately on 
obtaining the primary certificate rather than to follow the long, arduous, and relatively 
expensive course of study in the secondary schools and higher colleges. 

It cannot, moreover, he doubted that many pupils have heretofore entered the 
primary schools wdiose parents could not afford the additional expense involved in 
continuing a secondary course of education. I do not doubt that in a great many cases 
it would be far more in the interests both of the boys themselves and of their country 
if, instead of attending the primary schools with a view to obtaining some subordinate 
Government employment, they were sent to the village schools, with a view eventually 
to gaining an honourable and useful Irving as arlizans, &c. The technical schools 
about to be instituted, to wdiich I av i 11 presently allude more fully, will, I trust, prove 
of special service to this class. 

A two-fold remedy has now been applied. 

In the first place, the fees in the higher piimary schools have been raised to £E. 5 
a-year for day pupils, with a corresponding increase in the case of boarders. 

In the second place, it has been decided that, for the future, candidates appointed 
to Government employment with only the primary certificate shall not be eligible for 
posts carrying rvitli them a salary of more than CE. 10 a-month. 

Both of these charges are, I venture to think, thoroughly sound in principle. I 
hope and believe that they will prove of benefit to the cause of Egyptian education 
generally. 

Now that the primary certificate examination is the main avenue to Government 
employment, it is of some importance to watch in wdiat proportion the different 
communities of the population are represented among the successful candidates. Of 
those successful at the examination last year, 483 were Moslems, 269 Christians, of 
whom 231 Avcrc Copts, and 5 Jews. It thus appears that, although 93 per cent, of the 
Egyptian population are Moslems, only 63 per cent, of those wdio may be taken to 
represent the class from wdiich the public service can be recruited, arc of that creed. 
This, I need hardly say, does not arise from any preferential policy in favour of Copts; 
the large majority o( the pupils in attendance at the Government schools are, in fact, 
Maliommedaus. It results from the greater interest and activity shown by the Coptic 
community in the promotion of the education of their children, and from the greater 
alertness and perseverance wdiich the Copts, as a class, seem to display. It is highly 
desirable that Malioinmedan activity in educational matters should be still further 
stimulated. 

It may he of some interest to state what have been the after-careers of the 895 
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students wlio, since June 3837, have obtained the secondary certificate. This informa¬ 
tion is given below:— 


Continuing .! oil cIncation cither in the Egyptian Government higher colleges or 


in private colleges in l'g> pt or abroad .. .. .. .. ..201 

In Government employment .. .. .. .. .. .. -107 

In piivato employuieut.. . - .. .. .. .. 1T2 

Unemployed .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 39 

Dead .. .. .. .. .. .. - , .. 30 

Unknown .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 13 


Total 


893 


These figures render it clear that, for the time being at all events, a young 
Egyptian who obtains a secondary certificate can readily find employment. In fact, 
the demand is at present in excess of the supply. 


Female Education. 

The rapidity with which the number of girls in the schools brought under the 
control of the Public Instruction Department has increased of late years is still 
maintained in a remarkable degree. Taking into account all classes of schools 
belonging to the Egyptian Government, or inspected by the Public Instruction 
Department, the total number of institutions at which girls were in attendance last 
year was IBS, with 8,279 girls, as against 271, with 2,050 girls, in 1900. 

The number in attendance at the two higher primary girls’ schools of the Egyptian 
Government last December was practically the same as in 39f)0, hut an improvement 
of 5 per cent, is to he noted in the number of paying pupils. This improvement, 
though slight, proves that, in the case of girls, some parents are beginning to appre¬ 
ciate the value of education. Last year, for the second time in the history of fhe 
primary certificate examination, girls presented themselves, there being 15 girl 
candidates, in addition to 1,900 bov candidates. Of the girl candidates, 18 (0 
professing English and 7 Ercnch as their foreign language) came from the two higher 
primary schools of the Egyptian Government; 7 Egyptian girls—5 English-speaking 
and 2 Erench-speaking—obtained the primary education certificate. 

The amount of the grant-in-aid gi\en to the village schools (“kuttabs”) is 
calculated on the average attendance. With a view to afibrding some special 
encouragement to female education, the attendance of one girl is counted as equivalent 
to that of two hoys. This differentiation of the grant-in-aid in favour of girls has 
already had an excellent effect in increasing the number of girls in attendance at the 
“ kuttabs.” 


Village Schools (“ Kuttabs ”). 

There are some 10,000 of those schools scattered over t he whole country, and 
attended by about 200,000 children, hut for the most part they are of little educational 
value. As a rule, they are kept by poor men, who earn a Jiving mainly as hired 
reciters of the Koran, The schools are olten housed m ill-lighted and unsanitary 
promises. The teachers are generally illiterate; many of them are blind; they 
frequently absent fJiemsehes from their duties. The teaching is purely by rote, and 
is in most cases limited to learning the Koran by heart. 

An endeavour to build up an efficient system of popular education upon such 
elements was certainly not promising. But it was the only practicable plan. To 
establish small Government schools in every village and quartern as, and is, beyond the 
resources at the disposal of the Government ; neither is it at all nvfitin that such schools, 
even were their establishment possible, would secure as firm a footing as the 
mdigonous"institutions, ft was, therefore, determined that some tentative efforts 
should he made to improve the schools a heady in existence. 

In 1897, in pursuance of this policy, the experiment of trying to bring a number 
of independent “kuttabs” voluntarily under Departmental supen ision, by means of a 
simple system of grants-in-aid, v a> initiated. The award of these grants was made 
dependent upon instruction being givai daily in reading, writing, and the iour rules 
of arithmetic, and upon the school placing itself under Depmf nenlal supervision and 
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being favourably reported upon by the Government Inspector. The number of private 
“kuttabs ” under Government inspection has risen from 301 in 1898 to 925 in 1901, 
and tlie total amount awarded in grants-in-aid from CE. 195 to CE. 2,188. 

The efforts of the Department of Public Instruction have been so far directed, not 
so much to testing the exact state of efficiency of the schools, as to helping the teachers 
to improve them and to interesting the people in their welfare. The number of 
teachers brought under supervision has increased from 499 (of whom 9 were women) 
in 1S9S, to 1,3G4 (of whom 12 were women) iu 1901. The number of pupils has 
increased during the same period from 2,531 (of whom 39S were girls) to 2G,83l (of 
whom 2,140 were girls). 

It cannot, I think, be doubted that a very general interest has been awakened in 
these schools. One danger, Avliieh was to some extent to he feared, has, I hope and 
believe, been averted. This danger consisted in the risk that native public opinion 
would condemn reform in these time-honoured institutions, on the ground that the 
introduction of secular education might diminish the value of religious teaching. So 
far as I can gather, the groundlessness of this apprehension is becoming daily more 
and more recognized. 

In addition to the 925 independent “ kuttabs ” under supervision, the Public 
Instruction Department had under its direct control, during the past year, 
87 “kuttabs,” with a staff of 1JG male teachers and 5 female teachers, and attended 
hv 3,771 hoys and 759 girls. 71 of these Government “kuttabs” are in Cairo, and 
1G in the provinces. 

A great improvement has been effected in the teaching staff of these schools. In 
the fifty-eight “kuttabs” which have been under the management of the Public 
Instruction Department for some twelve years, practically all the head teachers, and 
four-fifths of the assistants have passed the Departmental examination for teachers in 
“ kuttabs,” and similar progress may ho hoped for in the schools which have more 
recently come under the Department. The improvement in the teaching stall has 
been reflected in a marked degree in the tone and discipline of the schools, and in the 
work and attainments of the scholars. In spite of the serious defects in the buildings 
and their equipment, these “kuttabs” arc in all respects superior to the private 
“ kuttabs ” of the country. A child in attendance at any one of the former, besides 
receiving the usual instruction in the Koran and the principles of Islam, now 
obkiins a good vernacular primary education. Twenty-three of the pupils in these 
schools presented thonv-clus during the past year for the professional examination for 
assistant teachers in “ kuttabs.” 

The additional money vhi f *h has now been placed at the disposal of the ^Ministry 
of Public Instruction has enabled a decided advance to he made in the direction of 
improving and extending elementary education. The expenditure on “kuttabs,” 
both Government and private, for the current year has been fixed at £ E. 13,000. 
The money will he spent mainly on providing a competent stalf of Inspectors, and on 
increasing the sums available for subventions to schools which are held to come up to 
tin' requisite standard of efficiency. 

On the whole, it may he said that a fair commencement has been made in the 
direction of improving the village schools. 

The main requirements of the immediate future are (1) an improvement in the 
attainments ol the teaching staff; (2) the provision of suitable buildings. 


Training Colleges for Teachers. 

There is a pressing need in the higher primary schools throughout Egypt for 
trained teachers. The difficulty of meeting the demand has become greater owing to 
the transfer, last year, of trained teachers from the schools and “kuttabs” of the 
Public Instruction Department to the Soudan Education Department, and in conse¬ 
quence of the introduction, last October, of the teaching of English in the class ot the 
first year in the higher primary schools. The numbers in the training colleges for 
teachers are quite inadequate to the needs of the country, neither do they show any 
promise of increase. 

There are three training colleens in Egypt, namely, the Nasrich for male teachers 
of Arabic; the Towtikioh, for male teachers of English, &e.; and the Sanieh, for 
female teachers of both Arabic and English. This latter was only instituted in 
October 1900. 

















Only eleven male students obtained diplomas at tlie examination in June 1901. 
There were eightv-six male and six female students under instruction last December. 


School of Law. 

The total attendance of 119 (38 in the English and 81 in the Drench section) at 
the School of Law consists exclusively of paying students. Mr. Mcllwraith, who has 
been Presiding Examiner in the school for four successive years, reports as follows :— 

“ 1 had the honour, as usual, of presiding at the examinations of the School of 
Law on the 7th June last, and though I found that this time the candidates of the 
third year were not, in general, very satisfactory, those ol‘ the fourth year—who had, 
therefore, completed their curriculum—attained for the most part a very fair level of 
excellence.” 

Mr. Mcllwraith adds: “ The English section has now entered upon its third year, 
and is in a flourishing condition. The lectures in Civil Law and Civil Procedure are 
given by two Judges of the Court of Appeal (Messrs. IVillmorc and llalton), and their 
long experience in the Courts enables them to give a practical turn to their teaching 
which cannot fail to be of the greatest value to the students; while Mr. Sheldon Amos 
has proved himself an efficient and energetic auxiliary to the English section, both as 
a capable lecturer on political economy, and by rendering valuable assistance in the 
organization and supervision of the debates which now take place at the school.” 


Technical Education. 

I have, on several recent occasions, alluded publicly to the great importance of 
doing all that is possible to encourage technical education in Egypt. The great and 
increasing demand for skilled native labour is far in excess of the supply. The 
growing requirements of the Railway Administration, the establishment of light rail¬ 
ways, the introduction of electric tramways, the extension of irrigation, the more 
frequent use of machinery in agriculture, the development of the Soudan, the increase 
in building activity, the growth of private enterprise in manufactures and trade—in 
short, every step that the country takes in advance obviously leads to new demands 
for skilled native labour. The scope for its employment is thus becoming greatly 
extended. Any movement which tends to divert the natural inclinations of Egyptians 
from an office career to skilled industry is, therefore, calculated not only to benefit 
those who come under its influence, but to aid materially in furthering the develop¬ 
ment of the country. 

I am glad to be able to record that a remarkable impulse has been given to tech¬ 
nical instruction during the past year. 

In the first place, about tE. 0,000 has, on private initiative, been subscribed for 
the construction of a technical school at Alexandria. I welcome this movement very 
cordially, not only by reason of the intrinsic usefulness of the institution, which it is 
intended to found, hut also because I hope it may he regarded as some indication that 
the Egyptians are beginning to take some real practical interest in the management of 
their own affairs. 

In a country ruled as Egypt has been ruled in the past, it is but natural that 
undue reliance should he placed in Government initiative and action. Eurther, in a 
country where the reforming and progressive impulse is almost wholly supplied by an 
alien race, it is but natural and inevitable that, in spite of all appearances, a slight, 
hut, nevertheless, very pernicious tendency should exist to regard the action of "the 
Government as somewhat out of harmony with legitimate native aspirations, if not 
wholly antagonistic to them. There cannot, however, he a greater error. Much of 
the present prosperity of Egypt is due to the fact that, for several years past, mutual 
confidence has been established between the Egyptian Ministers and their British 
advisers and subordinates, who have thus co-operated heartily together. It is greatly 
to he desired that the circle in which this mutual confidence exists should he extended, 
and that the co-operation of other Egyptians who hold important, albeit often 
unofficial, positions, should he secured. The existing legime, \yhieh cannot, without 
great injury to the interests of the vast majority of the Egyptians, undergo any 
serious or radical change for a long time to come, affords ample scope, not only for 
Egyptian co-operation, but also for the exercise of Egyptian initiative. The move¬ 


ment in favour of technical instruction is a case in point. I trust that it may serve 
as a precedent for analogous movements in other directions. 

I have no wish whatever to interfere or to advise as to the special method which 
should be adopted in connection with the management of the school which is about to 
be founded at Alexandria. But I venture to express an earnest hope that great care 
will be exorcised in order to insure its success. A word of warning on this subject will 
perhaps not be taken amiss, for, bolding the views which I have enunciated above, I 
must confess to a feeling of some disappoint ment at the results occasionally obtained 
in connection with somewhat similar experiments. The management of the Eayoum 
Railway is a case in point. A failure of this sort is, of course, no reason for serious 
discouragement as regards the future, but it points to the necessity of care and 
deliberation in the initiatory stages of any undertaking at oil similar in character. 

In addition to the school at Alexandria, lo which allusion is made above, the 
Government has decided to expend £ E. 15,000 in the construction of a model work¬ 
shop in Cairo for the training of artisans in the different trades, such as iron-work, 
carpentry, leather-work, &e. It is proposed to confine the training entirely to 
the children of the poorer classes, and, if possible, to those of the artisan class. 
The course of instruction will bo gratis. The shops are designed to afford instruction 
for 200 boys. 

The Boulac Technical School, which has been in existence for some years, affords 
a higher class of education than those schools which are about to be founded at Cairo 
and Alexandria. It aims not only at giving the pupils who pass through it a sound 
workshop training as mechanics, smiths, founders, joiners, decorative painters, 
engravers, or telegraphists, but also seeks to give them further instruction in the arts 
and sciences, which underlie the various crafts they will eventually ply. Each pupil 
spends at least thirty hours per week in the workshop, and, except in the case of the 
telegraphists, six hours at the drawing bench. The demand for ex-pupils of this school 
is always in excess of the supply. All the seventy-eight pupils who completed their 
course of study last year immediately obtained employment at salaries ranging from 
£ E. 3 to £ E. 10 per month. Among them were three Turks sent by Ilis Imperial 
Majesty the Sultan to complete their studies in the school; these have returned to 
take up employment in the “ Rcolc dcs Arts et Metiers ” at Constantinople. Of the 
others, fifty-three found work in the Railway and Telegraphs Administration, ten in 
the Public Works Department, seven in other Departments of the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment, one under the Soudan Government, and four in private engineering works. 
The school has outgrown its present accommodation : new premises are required. 

The number of pupils in the Mansourali Technical School being insufficient to 
warrant the maintenance of an establishment on the Boulac model, the Public 
Instruction Department last year transformed it into an industrial school for carpentry 
and joinery. It is too early yet to say what effect the change will eventually have on 
the fortunes of the school, but it is believed that, by attracting a larger number of 
pupils, it will widen its sphere of usefulness. 


School of Agriculture. 

In October last, the beginning of the school year, there were twenty-six applicants 
for admission to the School of Agriculture. Eighteen new pupils were admitted, of 
whom eight were Europeans. Of the total number of pupils at present in attendance, 
41 per cent, are Europeans; the number of Europeans applying for admission to this 
school increases year by year, in spite of the fact that the school fees which they have 
to pay were raised a year ago. 

Thirteen pupils obtained the diploma of the school at the final examination in 
June 1901. Ten of these have been employed in various private capacities. One of 
the pupils, who obtained the school diploma in June 1900, has just been selected for 
a post in the Soudan Civil Service as agriculturist. Two other pupils of the school 
were appointed to that service in 1899. 

Good progress is now being made with the new school buildings, and probably 
by February of next year the school will be housed in a building specially designed 
for educational purposes, and properly equipped with chemical, physical, and botanical 
laboratories. 

There is no useful or trustworthy book in any language on Egyptian agriculture, 
and none at all in the English language. The school authorities have undertaken 
to remedy this defect in the course of next year by bringing out a book which 
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will be the work of experts working in collaboration, and qualified for this important 
task, not only by their scientific attainments, but also by their practical familiarity 
with the special conditions of Egyptian agriculture. 


School of Engineering. 

I have, on previous occasions, dwelt on the defects of this institution. It has, of 
late, somewhat improved. Mr. Webb, the Director-General of Reservoirs, who 
presided at the annual examination last June, reports : “ That considerable improve¬ 
ment both in the course of studies pursued and the standard of technical education 
acquired by the students, has taken place during the past two or three years, is 
apparent to any one who has read the reports of former examiners, and known 
the students who formerly passed out of the school into the Public Works Depart¬ 
ment.” 

At the same time the condition of affairs is still far from satisfactory. The 
school buildings are bad, but the main reform required at this institution is, in 
Mr. Webb’s words, that some “radical changes should be made in the teaching staff 
of the school.” 

The number of new entries in the Polytechnic School last October was smaller 
than in any other of the professional colleges. Ten students were successful at the 
diploma examination last June, and have all obtained Government, employment—six 
in the Irrigation Department, and four in the State Railways Administration at a 
salary of £ E. S per month with allowances. The demand for native engineers in the 
Public Works Department and in the Kail way Administration, as well as in private 
firms, is far in excess of the supply. It is not satisfactory that the annual output of 
the only civil engineering school in Egypt should show so little promise of becoming 
equal to the pressing needs of the country. 


School oj Medicine. 


The total number of students attending the school of medicine is sixty-eight. 
Eor the first time in the history of the school all the students who joined in October 
paid the full school fees. 

Under the old system, when students were paid, a number of young men joined 
the school with the sole object of obtaining the money whilst waiting for something 
else to do, or in the hope that they would be paid whether they worked or not. The 
unanimous opinion of the professors of the school is that the class of students is 
steadily improving. There is now very little trouble with students who refuse to work, 
while formerly the difficulty was to induce a small minority to take their medical 
e location seriously. 

The number of diplomas granted during the year 1901 was eleven. The demand 
for medical men being still mmowhat greater than the supply, these young men have all 
obtained employment in the Goa eminent service. As, however, there is every proba¬ 
bility of an increased supply of quail lied young men during the next few years, and as the 
supply has now almost equall 1 tlie demand, it is to he hoped that, -within the next 
two years or so, it may he possible to induce freshly qualified men to remain at the 
school lor a post-graduate year of study. One of the main objects in view in 
reorganizing the School of Medicine Avas to introduce' a system aa liieli Avould, by force 
of circumstances or, in other words, by creating a sufficient supply of medical men, 
oblige those a\ ho a\ ish to succeed in their profession to carry on their studies for a 
longer period. 


A great want experienced until lately by all engaged in original medical and 
allied scientific A\ork in this country, was the need for a library containing books of 
reference. -The library of the School of Medicine contained a fair number*of books, 
but they Avere mostly antiquated Avorks. This defect has noAV been in some measure 
remedied. During the last few years carefully-selected ■works in all languages 
have been acquired. The total number of books in the school library is now over 
5,000. 


On the Avhole it may he said that the reforms instituted in this school since lb97, 
Avhen Dr. Cooper Perry reported on the measures of reorganization required have 
proved thoroughly successful. 
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Veterinary School. 

I mentioned in my last annual Report that a school for the training of veterinary 
surgeons Avas much required in Egypt. Such a school has no ay been established. 
It accommodates eighteen students. Eorty-eight young men underwent a com¬ 
petitive examination to enable the authorities to decide wdio should be admitted. 
The students will pass through a course of instruction, extending over three years, 
before receiving diplomas. The instruction will be made as practical as possible. 


Agricultural Society. 

During the past year the number of members of the Society has been fully 
maintained; the amount received in subscriptions exceeded that of any previous 
year. 

The Annual Agricultural Show was held at Cairo in the month of January, and 
proved a decided success. The exhibits of machinery, animals and produce, showed 
an advance in comparison Avith previous years. Practical trials under ordinary con¬ 
ditions Avere held of pumps and ploughs. These latter trials sIioav that serious and 
successful attempts are being made to introduce improved ploughs, suitable to the 
agricultural conditions of the country. 

Eor the first time, a provincial show was held at Tantali. It Avas confined 
entirely to animals, and Avas very successful. It is proposed to extend the system of 
local show r s. 

The question of the improvement of local breeds of cattle has been occupying 
the attention of the Society. Owing to the considerable rise in the price of working 
animals it is thought that, by extending and encouraging breeding, great benefit will 
result, not only in increasing the number of cattle in the country, but also in improving 
their quality. With this aim in view the Society intends, as soon as its funds permit, 
to establish good hulls in the different districts, and to place them at the disposal of 
the agriculturists for breeding purposes. 

The Society has now two experimental farms completely stocked ; one at Ghizeh, 
of 100 acres, and one at Mit-el-Diba, in the Gliarbieli province, of 220 acres. During 
the past Avar farm buildings have been erected at the latter station. The results of 
experiments conducted by the Society have led to a very considerable demand for 
chemical manures. With a Aicu r to encouraging the use of such manures, the 
Society decided to import considerable quantities, and to place them at the di°posal of 
members at cost price. Orders luwc already been given to the extent of 0,000/., 
and there is every prospect of a much greater quantity being demanded in the near 
future. 

Eor some Avhile past the quality of Egyptian cotton has gradually deteriorated, 
d’liis is caused chiefly by the use of mixed seed. The Society'has, during the past 
year, distributed 10,000 bushels of selected seed to small cultivators. This has been 
of considerable bench!, hut it is felt that other steps are necessary. The seed of the 
different, varieties <>i eoI ton cultivated in Lower Egypt are not distinguishable by 
their appearance ; consequently, the only means of arriving at pure seed is to etil¬ 
th ate certain areas Avith the lies! med obtainable, and, during growth, to dig out those 
plants Avhieh are not of the variety sc w n. The Society has requested certain well- 
known and suecesMul growers of cotton, as avcII as the State Domains, to proceed on 
this plan. It is hoped that pure seed will thus he obtainable during the next season 
fora large area of i md, and that the quantity Avill be still further increased in future 
seasons. In a iew also of the important extension of cotton cultivation in Upper 
Egypt, tlu* Daira Sanieli Administration has consented to conduct a similar experiment 
on 70 acres of land in that district,. 

Another question Ailiioh is occupying the attention of the Society is a banana 
disease, w liich is causing great damage in the country, more especially in the 
neighbourhood of Alexandria, Avhere large areas arc planted Avith this fruit. From 
tin' evidence at picsent collected it appears that the disease is caused by largo 
numbers of Nematode worms. The matter is being studied, and attempts will be 
made to combat the pest. 

The journal of the Society, which is printed in three languages, continues to be 
much appreciated, and has an extensive circulation. 

The Government lias advanced to the Society a sum of £ E. 5,000, for the 
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purpose of providing more suitable accommodation for animals exhibited at the Cairo 
Agricultural Show, in addition to machinery sheds in which to place the machinery 
and implements whilst on view. 


Horticultural Society. 

During the past year three shows, under the auspices of the Khedivial Horti¬ 
cultural Society, have been held, viz., the General Horticultural Show in March, a 
Chrysanthemum Show in November, and a Hose Show in December. The latter show 
was a first attempt, and the result was sufficiently encouraging to justify the Society 
in deciding on its repetition. 

The results of the efforts of the Society are apparent in the inti’oduction of many 
new varieties of flowers, and a desire on the part of amateur and professional gardeners 
to improve existing varieties. 

The improvement in the cultivation of vegetables amongst the Egyptians is also 
very apparent, the quality of those exhibited at the Society’s Show attaining a higher 
standard every year. 


Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. 

I regret to say that during the past year the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to- 
Animals lost the services of their Honorary Secretary, Mr. T. B. Hohler, under 
whose auspices great progress was made in the furtherance of the objects for which 
the Society was created. On Mr. Hohler’s departure, his place was taken by 
Mr. Horace Rumbold. 

I must refer those interested in this subject to Mr. Rumbold’s annual report for 
detailed information as to the financial position, and as to the work performed by the 
Society. 

I need only here state that the efforts of the Society have certainly resulted 
in a great improvement in the condition of the donkeys and cab-horses employed in 
the large towns; that efforts are now being made to extend the operations of the 
Society to Luxor and other provincial towns ; and that a law has been framed, and 
will, it is hoped, shortly be passed, to put a stop to the cruelty with which animals 
not employed for domestic purposes are often treated in this country. 


Zoological Gardens. 

These gardens, which have heretofore been under the superintendence of 
the Ministry of Einance, have now been handed over to the Public Works 
Department. 

The elephant-liouse, commenced in 1900, was finished in March 1901. A lion- 
liouse, as avcII as a large aviary for African birds, were constructed during the past 
year. 

On the 6th October, 1901, 770 mammals, birds, and reptiles, representing 
179 species, were on exhibition, as compared to 670, of 169 species, on the same date 
in 1900. 

52,711 persons visited the gardens during 1901, as compared to 41,296 during 
1900. The gate-money amounted to £ E. 1,114 in the former, as compared to 
£ E. 976 in the latter year. 

Students and schools are now admitted free. 


Nile Fish Survey. 

The work of collecting has now been almost completed. It is certain that when 
the fish caught have all been examined, it will be found that a considerable number 
of new species have Leen discovered. So far, some thirteen new species, most of 
them coming fvom the White Nile, have been described by Mr. Boulenger, of the 
British Museum. The results of the collecting in that river were so satisfactory that, 
after a short trip up the Blue Nile, Mr. Loat has returned to the White Nile, and is 
now working at the sudd. 
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Satisfactory progress has been made with the drawing of the plates, but a con¬ 
siderable time must elapse, after the completion of the collecting, before the work 
undertaken by Mr. Boulenger can be published. 


The Antiquities Department ( Egyptology ). 

Under the able direction of M. Maspero, this service can show improvement in 
all its branches. 

At the beginning of 1901 a special credit of £ E. 578 was granted by the 
Ministry of Einance, in order to enable the inspectors to travel more continuously. 
The results have been satisfactory, as the monuments are now under far better 
supervision than was formerly the case. 

M. Maspero reports that he has observed a steady deterioration in certain of the 
older monuments, necessitating immediate repairs. This deterioration is chiefly due 
to the natural process of decay, but in some cases it is due to the fact of the 
earth covering the monuments having been removed, without repairs having simul¬ 
taneously been taken in hand. Amongst the monuments which have suffered 
thus, he instances the temples at Abyclos, Luxor, Gournali, and Edfou. This 
last is in a dangerous state, and measures are now in progress for its speedy con¬ 
solidation. 

At the Temple of Abou Simbel, M. Maspero deplores the habit of tourists of 
climbing on to the knees of the Colossi, with a view to taking photographs. This has 
caused the existing cracks to widen, and lie fears that large fragments will shortly 
fall. 

Repairs were undertaken upon many of the monuments, and a considerable 
number have now been provided with walls and gates. 

The tomb of Amenhotep II, at Thebes, was lately broken into by robbers, who 
burst the iron gate, and searched the Royal mummy in the hope of finding treasure. 
Not finding this, they contented themselves with removing the wooden boat, which was 
placed in the outer chamber. Fortunately, the mummy suffered little harm. It 
seems incredible that such an entry should have been possible without the con¬ 
nivance of the armed guardians permanently stationed at this tomb. The matter is 
at present under inquiry by the police, and several persons have been arrested on 
suspicion. 

The excavations are, as usual, mostly in the hands of private Societies or of 
individuals, who share their finds with the .Museum Service. The Department itself 
carried out excavations at a cost of about £E. 1,660 in 1901. 584 new objects 

have been added to the collection, some of them of much interest and value. The 
tourist fund brought in £ E. 3,213 in 1901, the Salle des Ventes, £ E. 913, and the 
sale of “sobakli ” (refuse on the sites of ancient towns and villages) £E. 525. 

£ E. 248 was expended on additions to the Museum library. 

At Karnak the whole of the fallen columns have been removed, and the founda¬ 
tions levelled and cleared. An experiment on a small scale is to be tried in the 
course of this year by rebuilding some of these columns upon a new and better 
foundation. In all £E. 1,992 was spent upon repairs at Karnak in 1901. Many 
important statues were discovered during the excavations. 

A project regulating the law for removing “sebakli” has been approved by the 
Government, and is now in force. Some modification in the law regulating the sale 
and transport of antiquities is at present under the consideration of the Government 
lawyers. 

Good progress was made during the past year in 1 he preparation of the catalogue 
of the Museum. Two volumes have been published, viz., those on Ostraca and on 
metal vases. Two others (on Coptic monuments and objects discovered by M. Loret 
at certain sites) will very shortly be published. Two more (stone vases and steke of 
Middle Egypt) are well advanced towards publication; and lastly, the proofs of three 
more (tombs of the Middle Empire, Grieco-Roman stela*, and votive tablets) have been 
sent to their authors for correction. 


The Philcc Temples. 

The construction of the Nile Reservoir at Assouan will involve the annua, 
submersion of a portion of the temples situated upon the Island of Bhilae. This is 
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much to he regretted, but it was unavoidable, as the Assouan Cataract presented such 
advantages over every other site as to render its selection imperative. The Egyptian 
Government decided, in consequence, to take all possible steps to preserve a record of 
these monuments as they existed prior to the rise in the water levels, and also to 
lessen any danger which might arise from the annual inundation. With the iir.st 
object in view, a volume, prepared by Captain Lyons, R.E., was published in 1897. 
It gives a full account of the temples and other structures on the island, and is 
furnished with photographs and detailed drawings of the buildings as they then 
stood. 

In order to attain the second object, a careful study of the foundations was made 
during the summer of 1901. Early in April a special staff was engaged for the 
purpose. Shafts were sunk alongside tho foundations of the different buildings, and 
the nature of the soil and the depth of the rock were examined and ascertained. This 
work was completed, at a cost of £ E. 1,000, before the arrival of the flood, and complete 
drawings and estimates were prepared. 

After a close study of the question, and acting upon the advice of Sir Benjamin 
Baker, the Government decided to underpin the foundations, the method employed 
differing in each case, according to the nature of the foundations. 

Briefly, the following plan has been adopted. Wherever cross walls exist, upon 
which to support them, steel girders are introduced under each column and wall. 
These girders are then built over with masonry, and, finally, cement grout is poured in 
to fill up all interstices. Where girders cannot be employed, the space between the 
bottom of the existing foundations and the permanent saturation level is filled up with 
masonry, laid in cement. As the foundations of the great Temple of Isis were proved 
by Captain Lyons to descend everywhere to the solid rock, it was decided to limit 
the operations to the consolidation of the following structures:— 

1. The eastern colonnade and the adjoining temples. 

2. The Temple of Neetanebo. 

3. The western colonnade. 

1. The Temple of Isis TJsret. 

5. The kiosk, commonly known as Pharoah’s Bed. 

The estimates for the above works amounted to £ E. 22,000, including £ E. 3,000 
for repairs to tho superstructure. This sum has been granted by the Commissioners 
of the Caisse de la Dette. 

In INiovember 1901, a special staff of experts arrived and commenced work. By 
the end of the year the whole of the eastern colonnade had been underpinned; as also 
the foundations of the Temple of Neetanebo. In addition to this, nearly two-thirds of 
the western colonnade were completed, and good progress was made with the foundalions 
of the kiosk. 

The expenditure for 1901, excluding the preliminary examination, was only 
£ E. 1,400, but this does not include the cost of materials and stores employed. 

Very great credit is due to Dr. Ball and to Mr. M. Talbot for the excellent work 
which they have done in this connection. Tho task before them is extremely 
difficult and delicate, but so far they have been remarkably successful. Mr. Lritz- 
maurice, the 'Resident Engineer of the Assouan dam, was in charge both of the 
preliminary work and of the preparation of the estimates, and it is largely due to his 
energy that such satisfactory progress has been made. 

It is expected that the work will be entirely completed by the end of 11 ay- 
1902. 

I have dwelt at some little length on this matter, as it has, from time to time, 
formed the subject of some controversy. Those responsible for tho Government of 
Egypt have been attacked from two opposite and antagonistic quarters, namely, by 
the engineers for paying too much attention to the artists and archaeologists, and by 
the latter for pa) ing too much attention to the engineers. My own opinion is that 
to have deprived the people of Egypt, by reason of the artistic and archaeological 
objections, of the enormous and unquestionable benefits which they will derive 
from the construction of the Assouan dam, would have been perfectly unjustifiable. 
On the other hand, I readily admit that all that is possible, consistent with the 
attainment of the main object in view, should bo done to meet the wishes of those who 
represent the archaeological and artistic aspects of the question. This, in fact, is the 
course which has been adopted. 
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Preservation of Arab and Coptic Monuments. 

The Committee, charged with the preservation of Arab and Coptic monuments, 
expended £ E. 7,300 last year. The expenditure was distributed over nine mosques 
and two tombs. 

A special grant of £ E. 20,000 was made by the Caisse de la Dette some few 
years ago, to aid in the work of preservation and restoration. The unexpended balance 
of this grant now amounts to £ E. 2,505, of which £ E. 700 for Arab, and the balance 
of £ E. 1,805 for Coptic monuments. Tho Committee propose shortly to apply to the 
Government for a fresh grant. 

Sir William Garstin writes : 

“It will be observed that very little has as yet been spent of the credit of 
£ E. 2,000 allotted to the repair and preservation of Coptic monuments. There are 
many difficulties in the way of progress in this particular branch of the duties of 
the Committee. The Coptic Community, as a whole, and particularly the Patriarch, 
still appear to view with disfavour any attempts of the Committee to repair these 
monuments, and considerable delay occurs whenever a proposal is made or an estimate 
submitted.” 

The attitude of the Coptic authorities in connection with this matter is greatly to 
be regretted. 

Before leaving this subject I may mention that an estimate is being prepared of 
the probable cost of restoring the important mosque of Sultan Ilassan. Great care 
will have to be exercised in dealing with this matter. 


Soldiers’ Club. 

An experiment, under somewhat novel conditions, has recently been tried in 
Cairo, with the twofold object of enlivening the ordinary life of the British soldiers in 
garrison, and of providing an antidote against drunkenness. Soldiers’ clubs exist, I 
believe, elsewhere, but the peculiarity of the club recently established in Cairo is that 
it differs but very slightly from clubs such as those of which officers, or others in a 
similar position in society, are members. The only important differences, in fact, are 
that no election is necessary and that members are not called upon to pay any sub¬ 
scriptions. 

Without going into the details of the rules, I may say that practically every one 
wearing the King’s uniform may make use of the club without paying any subscription. 
An officer is President of the club, and the finances are placed under the supervision 
of a Committee of officers, but the detailed management is entirely in the hands of 
the non-commissioned officers and men themselves. They are responsible for tho good 
behaviour and orderly conduct of the members. The only penalty imposed for 
misconduct is that the offending member may be precluded from using the club, 
either permanently or for a fixed period. I should add that alcoholic drinks are 
supplied in moderation. 

The spirit in which this institution has been created may best be explained by 
quoting the words addressed by Major-General Talbot to the members of the club, 
when it was first opened on tho 22nd December, 1900. “ This club,” lie said, “ is 

going to be started on the principle of trust and confidence in the British soldier ; as 
much liberty as is possible will be accorded; practically, you will manage the club 
yourselves; each man will be responsible for the good conduct and behaviour of those 
using it. 

“ All wearing Her Majesty’s uniform will have a right to use it, and the only 
condition is that nothing may be done which can dishonour that uniform. It is for 
you and your comrades to show that my confidence in you is not misplaced. You 
will have to maintain order and good conduct yourselves, and I rely upon your 
support and co-operation, for without it the club cannot be a success and cannot 
continue.” 

The soldiers belonging to the Cairo garrison have responded to General Talbot’s 
appeal, and have amply justified the confidence which he wisely reposed in them. 
Colonel Bowden-Smith, the President of the Committee, whose general guidance lias 
been of great assistance to the club, but who interferes very little in the management, 
writes that the institution has “ succeeded beyond all expectations in popularity and 
financially. There has not been a single case of trouble with any of the members.’* 
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The average daily attendance is over 200. On some days, more especially on Saturdays 
and Sundays, some 300 to 400 men use the club. About 100 meals are served daily. 
I am informed that since the creation of the club there has been a reduction of no less 
than 33 per cent, in cases of drunkenness amongst the garrison. 

An institution of this nature tvas very much required in Cairo. Previous to the 
creation of the club, the soldier, when once outside the barracks, was almost forced to 
go for amusement or refreshment to one of the numerous bars or public-houses, which 
abound in the town, where he was but too often supplied with the most poisonous 
liquor, and exposed to temptations of various kinds. My main object, however, in 
giving publicity to the facts, is that it seems to me possible that, even in other garrison 
towns where the special circumstances which prevail in Cairo do not exist, or exist 
in a less degree, it may be found expedient to try a somewhat similar experiment. 
I repeat that the special features of the Cairo institution are: (1) management 
by the soldiers themselves; (2) permission to supply alcoholic drinks in modera¬ 
tion. 

I need not in this place enter into the financial details connected with this subject, 
but the proper authorities would, without doubt, be able to furnish full information on 
these matters, in case it should be required. 


Strikes. 

Several strikes have taken place lately at Cairo. 

I took the opportunity, in replying to a letter which was addressed to me, last 
December, by the rollers of cigarettes, to explain the nature of the advice which I had 
thought it my duty to tender to the Egyptian Government. 

“ In the"first place,” I said, “ I consider that the Government should maintain a 
position of strict neutrality between the employers and the workmen, who, provided 
they conform to the laws of this country, should be left to settle their disputes amongst 
themselves. 

“ In the second place, I consider that public order should, at whatsoever cost, be 
maintained, but that recourse should not be had to any extraordinary measures until 
the necessity of such measures is clearly shown. 1 cannot doubt that, in the execu¬ 
tion of this policy, the Egyptian Government will receive the full support of the 
various Consular authorities in cases where any questions of exterritorial right are 
involved. 

“ In the third place, 1 consider that the Government should do all in its power to 
prevent any illegal acts from being committed with a view to hindering the freo liberty 
of action of any class of workman, or of any individual workman.” 

At one moment, I may observe, there seemed to be some danger of disturbance, 
but this was happily averted by the vigorous measures taken by the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment, acting in harmony with the Greek Consul-General, whose co-operation was most 
cordial and, I may add, most valuable. A few Greeks, who had been specially 
turbulent, were expelled from the country. 


Conclusion. 

The facts which 1 have stated in this Deport are sufficient to show that the past 
year was one of steady and normal progress. The Soudan naturally lags behind, 
neither, in view of the general character of the problem which has to be solved in that 
country, is it to be anticipated that any very striking results will be speedily obtained. 
But in Egypt proper it may be said that the foundations, on which the well-being and 
the material prosperity of a civilized community should rest, have been laid. It is, of 
course, obvious that, in every Department of the State, further improvements are 
both necessary and practicable. But these are, for the most part, matters of 
administrative detail. So far, at all events, as the purely Egyptian portion of the 
administration is concerned, no radical change of any kind appears to be required. 
The fiscal system has been placed on a sound footing. The principal irrigation works 
are either completed, or are approaching completion. Means of locomotion, both by 
rail and road, have been improved and extended. The institution of slavery is virtually 
defunct. The eorvde has been practically abolished. Although both the judicial 
system and the organization of the police admit of further improvement, it may be 
said that law and order everywhere reign supreme. The eourbasli is no longer 
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employed as an instrument of government. The army is efficient and well organized. 
The abuses which existed under the old recruiting system have been swept away. 
New prisons and reformatories have been built. The treatment of prisoners is in 
conformity with the principles generally adopted in Europe. The sick man can be 
nursed in a well-equipped and well-managed hospital. The lunatic is no longer 
treated like a wild beast. Means have been provided for enabling the peasantry to 
shake themselves free from the grip of the money-lenders. A very great impulse has 
been given to education in all its branches. In a word, all the main features of 
Western civilization have been introduced, with such adaptations as have been 
necessitated by local requirements. Broadly speaking, it may be said that all that is 
now required in Egypt is to persevere in the course which has been already traced 
out, and to gradually introduce into the existing system such improvements as time 
and experience may ’show to be necessary. , 

That system is, indeed, replete with anomalies and theoretical imperfections. 
Nevertheless, in practice, it has produced good results. It has assured the prosperity 
of Egypt and the contentment of the vast majority of its inhabitants. Habit and 
custom are, year by year, contributing to place that prosperity and contentment on a 
more and more stable basis. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 32. 


Memorandum bxj Major Johnstone. 

IN addition to numerous small orders, contracts have been made during the vear 


for material 
follows :— 


to the value of over 550,000/., and have been distributed as 


Contracts placed in Orcat Britain* 
Belgium* 
Austria* 
Germany 
Egypt .. 
Italy* .. 
France .. 
Turkey* 

Total 


£ 

342.500 
56,000 
50,000 
49,000 
32,000 
10,000 

8.500 

3.500 

551.500 


Of the above total, 201,000/. is for coal and coke, the whole of which was ordered 
in Great Britain. Of the balance of 350,500/., contracts to the value of 220,100/. were 
placed on the result of tenders submitted to the Commissioners of the Debt, and 
125,000/. by the Railway Board. These amounts were distributed as follows 





Caisse de la 






Dette 

Other Orders. 

Total. 




Competitions. 






£ 


£ 

Great Biitain .. 



51,600 

84,500* 

136,100 

Germany 



47,000 

2,000 

49,000 

Belgium 



46,000* 

10,000 

66,000 

Austria 



29,000* 

4,000 

33,000 

Egypt 



19,500 

10,000 

12,500 

32,000 

Italy .. 

. . 


Nil. 

10,000 

Franco 

# , 


Nil. 

8,500 

3,500* 

8,500 

Turkey 

•• 


17,000 

20,500 

Total 

•• 


220,100 

125,000 

345,100 


* N.B.—In the contracts placed in Great Biitain I lum included one placed with an Englishman whose 
office is in Belgium but his works in England. In the contracts placed in Belgium I included one tvith the 
“Societe Franco-Beige,’’ which is being executed at their Belgian uoiks. 01 the contracts in Italy and 
Turkey a huge poitiou were made with firms in Egypt, but the supplies weie specified to be obtained from the 
countnes named. 
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It will be seen that Great Britain beads the list in every case, but where there 
is keen international competition, Germany and Belgium run it close. In one 
case the Commissioners of the Debt allowed us to place a contract for 5,400/. in 
England, without competition, for certain special articles, which makes up the total of 
141,500/. for Great Britain, and £ E. 350,500 in all. In one competition, the Caisse 
allowed us to accept a tender from a British firm for about 1,000/. worth of material, 
on account of the excellent quality of the material supplied by it, although there were 
lower tenders from both British and German firms. 

The supplies included in the contracts sanctioned by the Caisse from Austria 
include locomotives and accessories for carriages and waggons; those from Belgium 
are exclusively iron-work ; those from Germany are iron-work and locomotives; those 
from Great Britain, rails and other permanent-way material, and a large amount of 
telegraph material. The only large contracts obtained by Great Britain in international 
competition were for copper wire, rails, and cast-iron chairs. 

It will be seen that Erancc obtained no orders from the Caisse de la Dette, and 
very few others. Out of the small total which went to Erancc, the greater part was 
for the supply of Russian oil, refined and mixed in Erancc; the oil was not, however, 
altogether satisfactory, and a share of the oil contract for 1902 has been given to a 
British firm. 

The results of the contracts placed in the United States of America have been 
disappointing, and no further contracts have been placed there in 1901. 

With regard to locomotives and waggons I have already reported fully, and will 
only add that the coal-conveyers are beautiful machines, and I trust they will prove 
successful, and save both time and money ; but their coal consumption so far has been 
more than 50 per cent, above that guaranteed by the contract. The excessive coal 
consumption of American boilers in this country is puzzling; I think the difference 
in the intelligence and muscular power of the firemen obtainable in Egypt and in the 
United States respectively has a great deal to do with it, and there can be no doubt 
that these factors are largely affected by the climate. 

In the case of the contract for American avaggons, I mentioned last year that a 
heavy penalty had been incurred for delay. It is unwise to deal too severely with such 
cases, as it leads to work being scamped to save time, and my Board decided to remit 
the greater part of the penalty : as, however, the work was unsatisfactory as well as 
late, the substantial sum of 2,000/. was deducted from the price paid. In the case of 
the floating crane for Alexandria, also referred to last year, the circumstances were 
very similar; the work, supplied by a Scotch firm, was not altogether satisfactory,* and 
the time taken excessive. This the firm attributed to troubles with their workmen, 
probably with some reason, and, taking this into account, the penalty imposed was 
comparatively small. In two or three other eases wo ha\o imposed fairly heavy 
penalties for excessive delay, one on an English firm, another on a French, a third on 
a Belgian. In many other cases, lion ever, we have remitted penalties incurred, partly 
for the reasons already given, and partly because we are convinced that we should not 
obtain such favourable tenders if we got the reputation of rigorously exacting penalties 
for delays. We have, on the other hand, commenced to offer small premiums for 
punctual delivery. Our German and Hungarian contractors have so far been fairly 
punctual in fheir deliveries. 

Some British firms find a difficulty in complying vith our eondilions as to 
delivery. As a rule, we specify for delivery in good condition at Alexandria, and the 
final inspection is made there, though the Inspector has orders not to reject work 
passed by our Inspectors in England without strong reasons. There is a very general 
desire expressed that the final inspection should he in England, and where the con¬ 
tractor has no agent in Alexandria this is only natural. Tn some eases if is not prac¬ 
ticable, but if any firm likes to quote an alternative price for final inspection and 
delivery at a British port, we should always be ready to consider it, and arrange for 
shipment ourselves if practicable. In a good many cases wo do so already, and wo 
have recently adopted this system for our coal contracts. 

As regards coal, we have tried Yorkshire, American, and Indian coal, and found 
them to compare \erv unfavourably with good Monmouthshire coal. Wo arc now 
experimenting with second class (’ardilf coal, which is slightly more expensive than 
good Monmouth; it is satisfactory, hut. the trials have not gout* far enough to show 

* l’ovliiips I should add that gome of the conditions originally laid down for the contract pioved lm- 
pittcticahk, and pait of the dtlny and dissatisfaction aiose from this. It is \ery disn ddo that conUaetom 
should ■ atisfy tl.emsehes that they can fulfil contracts befoie accepting them, as it is not easy :or our eiiginecis 
to aseuiain what is practicable in their workshops, and what is not. 


whether it is worth the extra cost. In every case, the pits from which the supplies 
are to he obtained are specified, and wc employ an inspector to examine them. In the 
case of one pit, w T o declined to accept coal from it, on the ground that the arrange¬ 
ments for separating the small coal and dust from the largo coal were defective ; the 
manager saw mo on the subject, and explained that the miners are interested in passing 
off small coal and dust as good coal, as it affects their wages, and that if he adopted 
hotter arrangements he would have a strike among Ins men; lie considered it very 
hard that he should lose a contract for what was in no way his fault. I have every 
sympathy with him, hut, if miners are so unreasonable, both they and the colliery 
owners must take the inevitable consequences. 

I have naturally had much correspondence on the observations in Lord Cromer’s 
Report of last year as to Belgian locomotive builders. There is at least one Belgian 
firm which I should class as first-rate, hut that firm has not supplied the Egyptian 
Railways, and if any of the firms who have supplied us are first-rate, they have not 
done themselves justice in the work they have sent here. At the same time, there is 
a notable difference in the quality of work supplied by different Belgian makers, and 
no doubt tlie bad work received from one or two has helped to prejudice us against 
the others. 

The tendency they have... shown to apply to their Diplomatic Agent in Egypt, 
to protect them against the just consequences of Iheir own had work, has also 
created an unfavourable impression on our minds, although it is only fair to say 
that that gentleman has handled such cases with great tact and in a most conciliatory 
manner. 

(Signed) J. II. L’E. JOHNSTONE. 

Cairo , January 30, 1902. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 32. 

Memorandum by Mr. Pinching respecting the Plague during 1901. 

PLAGUE broke out in the town of Zagazig, the capital of the Moudirieh of 
Sharkieh on the 1st Juno; it is impossible to say with any certitude bow the infection 
was carried to this town, but in all probability infected grocers’ stores from Alexandria 
or Port Said were the cause of it, an argument in favour of this is that the disease 
first broke out among grocers and their assistants in the Moniazan quarter of the 
town where the railway stores and thofce of the principal grocers are situated. 

The goods were chiefly received from Alexandria and Port Said ; though a large 
quantity of soap packed in loose netting was received from Beirout whore cases of 
plague had occurred. Some thousands of sacks of rice during the early part of tlie 
year arrived from the bonded warehouse of Alexandria, where many dead rats had 
been found, some of which had probably died of plague; certain flour mills in 
Alexandria had dispatched a considerable quantity of flour to Zagazig, and plague 
occurred later on among the workmen employed in these flour mills. 

If the theory is right that Zagazig was infected by goods of this description, 
though the fact must not he lost sight of that no restriction has been placed on 
pasM'ngor-traflie between Alexandria, Port Said, and the interior of the country, in all 
probability the rats of Zagazig first became infected and were the cause of the spread 
of the disease among human beings. 

Seventy-eight eases of plague in all were reported from Zagazig. and there was a 
clear history that in thirty of the cases the patients had either handled dead rats or 
dead rats had been found in their houses. Cases of plague being found in widely 
diil’crenfc quarters of the town in quick succession without any connection being 
established between one ease and the other speaks much in favour of the dissemination: 
of the disease being caused by rats; in addition large quantities of these animals Avere 
found dead and dying by tlie gang of disinfectors and Avorkmon. 

The last case of plague was repealed from Zagazig on the 9tli August, and out of 
seventy-eight eases which occurred there, sixty-eight Avere admitted to hospital and ten 
Avert* found dead out of hospital; of the sixty-eight cases treated in hospital, forty-six 
recovered and tAventy-two died; giving a mortality of 32 3 per cent., a ratio which 
accords Avith the recognized mortality of plague, pr< vided all cases, mild and severe,, 
come under treatment. 











The disease, at lien it occurred among Berherines and Soudanese, was found at 
Zagazig, as elsewhere, to have more fatal consequence than when occurring among the 
fellaheen population. 

During the timo the disease existed in the town, not only Avore the houses Avhoro 
cases of plague occurred thoroughly disinfected, but a systematic disinfection Avas 
undertaken of every one of the eleven quarters of the toAvn, as from experience it has 
been found that the disinfection only of the houses Avhcrc cases manifest themselves is 
not enough to eradicate the disease. 

Plague broke out in Minieli in Upper Egypt on the 5th June, hut the disease Avas 
rapidly got in hand, and only five cases and one death occurred there; the last case Avas 
reported on the 22nd June. 

At Mansourah one case Avas discovered in a man arriving in the town from 
Zagazig; he ai as at once isolated, and no further cases occurred in the toAvn or 
neighbourhood. 

The next place to become infected, on the 2Gth August, was Mit Ghamr, a town 
of about 14,000 inhabitants, situated on the east bank of the Damictta branch of the 
Nile. The infection, as at Zagazig, Avas probably transmitted through grocery goods 
received from Alexandria; up to the end of 1901, nineteen cases and eleven deaths were 
reported from Mit Ghamr, and the disease still lingers on there and in one or two small 
villages close to the town. 

Zifta, a town of about the same size as Mit Ghamr, and situated exactly opposite 
it on the west bank of the Nile, became infected on the 8th December. As there is a 
constant communication between the two towns, it Avas a matter of astonishment that 
the infection did not spread to Zifta sooner, but it proves Avhat a sloAV-spreading disease 
plague is so long as it assumes the simple bubonic form only. 

The last case reported from the town of Zifta itself occurred on the 25th December, 
1901; there have, hoAvever, been a few cases since in some neighbouring villages. 
Up to the end 1901, ten cases and eight deaths from the disease were reported 
from Zifta. A fcAv cases occurred among the Soudanese workmen at the Zifta 
Barrage, and there is no doubt that some of these people escaped to other villages 
with plague on them, and it is in all probability that the infection at Tantah Avas 
due to them, as the first cases in the latter toAvn Averc confined to Berbcrins and 
Soudanese. 

A case was reported from Benha, a town of 8,462 inhabitants, about 4.0 miles 
north of Cairo, on the 9th September. This toAvn is in communication by the light 
railway system with Mit Ghamr, from which toAvn it was probably infected; only 
five eases and three deaths occurred there, the last case being notified on the 
1st October. 

Tantah, the capital of Gharbioh, and one of the largest and most crowded toAvns 
of the Delta, became infected on the 26th December; the toAvn being infected probably 
from the Zifta Barrage works. Up to the end of December, nine cases and four deaths 
had occurred there; during the month of January there have been several cases, and the 
disease is likely to remain some period longer in the town. 

The inhabitants of Tantah appear to show more disinclination in notifying their 
sick and seeking medical aid for them than has been experienced in the other toAvns 
infected during 1901; the consequence is more cases are being found there after 
death. This is much to be regretted, as it is these cases Avhich are the cause of the spread 
of infection and the continuance of the disease in the town. 

_ A slight improvement has lately been noticed in the people announcing to the 
sanitary authorities any cases of illness in the town, and as the people become 
accustomed to the measures Avliicli are taken to protect them, I trust all obstruction 
will cease. What obstruction has been met with at Tantah has been entirely 
passive. 

Though extensive measures have been taken by the sanitary authorities to combat 
the disease in some of the principal toAvns of Egypt during 1901, in no single instance 
has any disturbance taken place; everything has been done to render the measures as 
little irksome to the inhabitants as possible, and to in every Avay avoid Avoundiim their 
susceptibilities, religious or othenvise. ' ‘ 

The measures which have been adopted for combating the disease during 1901 
have been essentially the same as those described in my Report of last year, Avith the 
exception that the system of the segregation of contacts in the provincial towns has 
been abolished, and they have been kept under observation in their oami houses 
instead; the principal reason for abolishing segregation was the great difficulty which 
it entails in arranging accommodation for so large a number of people; it is the 
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measure which, in Egypt, is resented more by the people than any other. It was also 
thought by abolishing it the people would be more likely to assist the sanitary authorities 
in announcing cases of disease than heretofore; not much improvement, however, I 
regret, has been noticed in this direction. 

'Idle system of applying the measures improves by experience, especially that of 
rapidly organizing bands of men for disinfection and whitewashing purposes in the 
towns infected ; there arc now in the country a considerable number of Europeans and 
natives who have been trained in the work, and Avhen a town is infected, a certain 
number of them is sent to serve as a nucleus for training others. The difficulties of 
successfully dealing Avitli a large native town like Zagazig or Tantah are enormous, and 
at the commencement it appears an almost hopeless task, many of the streets and lanes 
being so narrow that no cart can get down them ; all the articles for disinfection and 
the accumulation of dirt and refuse in the houses have to be carried out to the carts by 
hand for a distance of some 200 or 300 yards. Any one can judge the difficulties of 
this task who knows the conglomeration of filth and rubbish that the poor native 
delights to surround himself Avith. 

As long as the plague is confined to the summer months the housing of the sick 
is a comparatively easy task, as excellent mat or tent hospitals can be erected rapidly 
and at little cost, but Avhen it continues in the autumn and winter, as during last year, 
the question becomes much more difficult. Alluvial soil after a shoAver g! rain 
is not an ideal spot for the pitching of tents; mat huts are useless in case of rain, 
and no decent houses exist Avhich can be turned into hospitals; the further north 
the cases occur the more difficult the task becomes on account of the more frequent 
rains. 

In all towns infected there have been invariably an intimate connection betAveen 
the disease among rats and human beings, but our experience has not altered the 
opinion expressed in my Report of 1900 that rats spread infection and cause isolated 
cases of plague among the human race; but the true epidemic among human beings 
is caused by human beings, and the lhghly-dangcrous cases among them are the 
pneumonic cases. 

These cases are so dangerous in causing the spread of the disease for two 
reasons:— 

1. The patient, Avhile alive, when talking or spitting, disseminates the plague 
bacilli broadcast. 

2. After death it is impossible to state the cause of death Avithout a bacteriological 
examination, as no outward signs of the disease are visible; it is, therefore, 
extremely probable in an infected district, Avhen a medical officer is called in to 
see a body before giving the permit for burial, that he alloAvs it to be buried 
as a case of ordinary death, whereas the person may have died of pneumonic 
plague. 

A case of this kind occurred near Zifta lately, a man died and the native 
medical officer Avas called by his friends to certify the cause of death, he being some¬ 
what suspicious from the history of the disease given by the friends took a culture 
from the lungs and kept the people of the house (tAVO Avomen) under observation; 
two days after, one Avoman (the Avifc of the man) fell ill and died; the day after the 
second, his mother-in-laAV, died: all three of them were found to have died of plague 
pneumonia. 

During the year 1899 plague first made its appearance in Egypt, with the 
exception of Damanhour Avlierc tAVO cases of the disease only occurred, Alexandria 
was the only toAvn infected. The total number of cases and deaths reported wore 
93 and 45 respectively. During 1900 the disease broke out again in Alexandria, and 
Port Said also became infected ; the total number of cases and deaths from plague 
during 1900 were 129 and 58. 

In 1901 in addition to Port Said and Alexandria, cases occurred in seven other 
towns, and also in a Icav villages in close proximity to the larger toAvns infected ; the 
total number of cases and deaths reported in 1901 Avero 205 and 102; it is thus seen 
that plague has gradually extended and claimed more victims from year to year since 
its first appearance in the country. It is to be feared that during 1902 we shall sec a 
further extension of the disease, but so long as avc can get early information of the 
first cases and a sufficient staff of workers is available for putting into force the 
measures Avhich have been found to be successful so far in keeping the disease in 
hand, I do not anticipate that A\e shall have a severe epidemic of the disease, but. that 
it will confine to give considerable trouble for many years to eomo is in my opinion 
extreme! v probable. 
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The following list shows approximately the work undertaken by this Department 
during 1901 in the several towns infected with plague:— 


Rooms 

Rooms 

Sacks of Effects 

Sacks of Refuse 

Rats Destroyed. 

Disinfected. 

Lime washed. 

■ 

Disinfected. 

Burnt. 

374,030 

63,451 

12,965 

30.547 

12,070 


Cairo, January 29, 1902. 


(Signed) H. H. PINCHING. 


No. 33. 

The Earl of Cromer to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 3.) 

(No. 23.) 

My Lord, Cairo, February 21, 1902. 

Silt REGINALD WINGATE’S time is so fully occupied that I suggested to 
him that, instead of himself writing a General Report on the administration of the 
Soudan during the past year, he should send the material to me, and that I should 
undertake this work. The material consists of a series of Itcports and rough notes 
prepared by the heads of Departments and by the various provincial administrators. 
Before going any further I should wish to remark that the perusal of these Reports 
and notes, which are, for the most part, of commendable brevity, leaves a most 
favourable impression on my mind as regards the officials—mostly military officers— 
who composed them. All evidently take a keen interest in their work. Their 
observations and proposals are all stamped with sound common sense, and show a 
true appreciation of the present condition of the country and of its requirements. 

In the summary which I am about to make I propose to omit a great deal of 
detail. I hope, however, out of the material before me, to compile an account 
which will enable both your Lordship and others to form a fairly correct impression of 
the actual condition of affairs in the Soudan. There are, I may observe, one or 
two points on which I should have been glad to receive some further information. If 
I do not ask for it, it is because I am unwilling to add to the labours of officials, 
who are already overworked, and whose time can be far better employed in the 
practical business of administration, rather than in writing lengthy Reports, or com¬ 
piling elaborate statistics, for the information of myself and others. 

The Eritisli officials who, under circumstances of much difficulty, arc endeavour¬ 
ing to introduce the first rudimentary elements ot civilization into lliis vast and 
remote region, deserve every help and encouragement that can bo afforded to them. 
They have to reside in a climate which, during the greater part of' the year, is 
extremely trying to Europeans. For the most part they lead lives, if not of hard¬ 
ship, at all events of somewhat monotonous, and often of almost solitary discomfort. 
More than this, even if ample funds were available, which is far from being the case, 
they could scarcely hope to see any very striking or immediate results accrue from 
their labours; for, in view of the geographical features of the country, its great 
extent, and the character of its sparse population, who have been demoralized by 
the institution of slavery and by a long course of misgovernment, a variety of social 
and economic problems are presented for solution, over some of which Government 
action can exercise but little or no control, whilst over others improvement, in what¬ 
soever direction, must necessarily be a plant of very slow growth. It would be an 
illusion to suppose that, even under the most favourable circumstances, the rapidity 
with which the great natural recuperative powers of Egypt, and the industry of its 
inhabitants, have led to the partial regeneration of that country, can be paralleled in 
the Soudan. 


General Situation. 

Considerable progress has been made towards a settlement of the various pending 
questions in connection with frontiers. 

As regards the eastern limits, negotiation-, are still proceeding between the 
Erythraean, Abyssinian, and Soudan Governments. An understanding as to the course 
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to be adopted, in order to come to a definite conclusion, was recently effected by" 
means of a Conference held at Rome. When the deliberations of this Conference? 
have been submitted to the Emperor Menelik, with whom, I am glad to say, the most 
friendly relations exist, it is hoped that lines of frontiers, which will fnlly satisfy the 
requirements of the various parties, will be definitely decided upon. When once the 
controversial points have been settled, the work of delimitation will be a comparatively 
easy and rapid task. 

In connection with the eventual delimitation, considerable progress has been 
made in survey work during the past year. It will be remembered that Major 
Gwynn, R.E., in the year 1900, made a survey of the country from Eamaka, on the 
Blue Nile, to Nasser, on the Sobat River. In the early part of 1901 Major Gwynn 
proceeded to Addis Ababa. Thence ho travelled towards the Blue Nile via Najo, 
Lekcmpti, and Wallaga, making a valuable survey of his route up to Eamnka; from 
this latter place (accompanied by Captain Smyth, Y.C.) he continued his survey 
operations southwards to Kirin; then, turning north, he effected a survey of the 
country between Eamaka and Gallabat, and acquired a mass of information which 
will be of great value when the detailed delimitation is undertaken. 

Major Austin, in the previous year, had failed to penetrate as far as Lake 
Rudolf, owing to a misunderstanding on the part of the Abyssinian authorities; but, 
steps having been taken to prevent a recurrence of such difficulties, he again—early in 
1901—started from Nasser with a well-equipped expedition, with the intention of 
completing the interrupted survey as far as Lake Rudolf, and joining up with the 
work upon which he had already been engaged in the East African Protectorate. 
The history of this expedition is one long series of disasters. The districts through 
which it passed were found to be denuded of grain; transport difficulties were far 
greater than had been anticipated; the food supplies, which were expected at the north 
end of Lake Rudolf, were not forthcoming ; men and animals died, and it was only 
by the energy and perseverance of the British officers of the expedition, and the 
indomitable courage of the Soudanese officer in charge of the escort, that the party 
was saved from entire destruction. It reached Lake Baringo in a sad plight; of the 
original number of sixty-two, only seventeen survived. In spite, however, of all these 
difficulties, Major Austin succeeded in making a partial survey, and in collecting 
much valuable information, which will eventually be of great use for delimitation 
purposes. 

As regards the southern districts, the sudd-cutting operations effected in 1000 
have proved successful, in so Jar as Nile navigation is concerned; no serious block 
took place during the past year. The work of widening the actual channel and clearing 
it in certain portions, which had not been feasible when the first expedition was dis¬ 
patched, is now being undertaken by a second and smaller expedition under the direction 
of Major Matthews; but these operations are being conducted merely with a view to 
improving the navigation, and are of slight importance in connection with any of the 
larger irrigation schemes. 

The main present requirement of the Soudan is to establish railway communica¬ 
tion between the Nile Yalloy and the Red Sea. Steps have been taken to give practical 
effect to this proposal. A rough survey of the country between the River Atbara and 
Suakin lias already been made, and a practicable route, along which a railway could 
be constructed, has been found; but further surveys are about to be undertaken 
with a view to discovering whether there are not other routes along which a line 
could be run, involving smaller engineering difficulties and, consequently, less 
expenditure. It is anticipated that this question will be solved in a few months. 

The boundary between the southern Soudan provinces and Uganda still remains 
undefined, but relations with the Nile provinces of that Protectorate are still so 
comparatively undeveloped that the settlement of this question does not press. At 
present the advanced post of the Uganda Government is at Gondokoro, whilst the 
most southern station of the Soudan Government, on the east bank of the Nile, is at 
Mongalla, a few miles to the north. The post at Kiro, on the west bank, has been 
withdrawn. 

A steamer proceeds monthly from Khartoum to Gondokoro, and a small trade in 
ivory and other products has sprung up. A few merchants and officials from Uganda 
occasionally make use of the Nile route, and, when facilities for more frequent com¬ 
munication are available, the traffic will probably increase. In this connection it 
may be observed that the Soudan Government has entered into an arrangement 
with a British Company, who are now constructing a stern-wheel steamer and 
two stern-wheel barges for passenger and goods traffic on the White and Blue Niles. 
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The expedition under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Sparkes, which was 
dispatched in the winter of 1900 to occupy the Bahr-el-Ghazal Province, was com¬ 
pletely successful, and, with the exception of one slight skirmish, effected the peaceful 
occupation of the northern portion of this large district. 

The dispatch of considerable quantities of rice, for the use of the Congo 
State troops in the Laclo enclave, appears to have been sufficient to meet the 
requirements of the garrisons for some time; latterly, no further supplies have been 
demanded. 

Considerable quantities of rubber trees are reported in many of the districts 
visited by Colonel Sparkes. Mr. Broun, the Director of Woods and Forests, has been 
dispatched to report on the possibilities of re-opening the india-rubber trade of the 
Bahr-el-Glmzal, which, in former days, was one of the principal sources of revenue of 
that district. It is also hoped, in the near future, to develop the rubber forests in 
South-western Kordofan, which, from all accounts, are of great importance; but, 
with the meagre information at present available, any forecasts as to tlie future 
development of this trade must necessarily be of little value. 

The situation in Darfour remains practically unaltered. A few months ago 
some excitement was caused amongst the frontier tribes by the appearance of armed 
forces from El-Fashcr. Some conflicts took place, but the immediate dispatch to the 
scene of disturbance of Colonel Mahon and a detachment of troops soon restored 
order, and Sultan Ali Dinar at once withdrew his men. Trade relations with this 
province, which were growing in importance prior to the disturbances, have now been 
resumed, and there is every prospect that, under favourable conditions, they will develop 
considerably. 

The small remnant of the Dervishes, who proceeded to Dar Kara, are stated 
to be still in that neighbourhood, where they live by plundering and brigandage. 
They are so far away as to be of little consequence, and will probably in time 
become merged with the local inhabitants. Sir Rudolf von Slatin, who is now 
travelling in Western Bahr-el-Ghazal, will endeavour to communicate with the 
leader, and extend to him the Government pardon which he is understood to be 
seeking. 

Increased topographical knowledge of the country, and an accurate understanding 
of the localities occupied by the various tribes, are much required. Considerable 
progress has been made in this direction by the various surveys under the command of 
Colonel Talbot, R.E., who has been indefatigable in his efforts to provide the ground 
work of a really good map of the Soudan. 

In concluding this branch of the question, I may quote the following observations 
addressed to me by Sir Reginald Wingate:— 

“ In revising generally the work of the past year in the Soudan, T consider that 
there is every reason to be satisfied with the progress which has been made in the 
administration and in the introduction of reforms. Unfortunately, the meagre 
rainfall in many of the districts has raised the price of grain, hut the good crops of 
the former season have prevented any real distress on account of the present partial 
failure. The fiscal condition of the country has considerable improved, and, given, 
an average rainfall and a continuance of the present system of steady and pro¬ 
gressive development of the resources of the country, the prospects of the Soudan 
eventually becoming self-supporting are more encouraging than they wore twelve 
months ago.” 

I should add that the experiment tried at the beginning of the year 1901, of 
introducing a small number of very carefully-selected young English civilians into the 
Administration has proved eminently successful. It is only want of funds that has 
prevented their number being increased. 

Finance. 

In my Egyptian Report, 1 have dealt with the Soudan financial position, consi¬ 
dered as a whole, and I have stated the amount which the Egyptian Treasury has to 
pay in order to make good the Soudan deficit. In the present place, I propose to deal 
merely with the Soudan revenue and civil expenditure. 

The Estimates for 1901 were as follows :— 

£ E. 

Revenue.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 187,500 

Expenditure .. .. .. .. .. 382,000 

I'Jfficit .. .. .. .. .. .. 191,500 
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I am unable to state precisely the final results of the past year, as the December 
accounts of the more remote provinces cannot be received in time for incorporation 


into this Report. But the approximate 

results are as follows :— 

£ E. 

Revenue 

• • . • • • , 

.. 238,500 

Expenditure 

. 

.. 403,000 

Deficit .. .. 

. . « * . , 

.. 164,500 


It will be seen, therefore, that the revenue is £ E. 51,000 in excess of the estimate, 
that the expenditure is £ E. 21,000 in excess of the estimate, and that the general 
result is about £ E. 30,000 better than was anticipated. 

The revenue figures are decidedly satisfactory. I give below the figures for the 
last three years. They are as follows :— 



Revenue. 


£ E. 

1899 .. 

126,500 

1900 .. 

157,000 

1901 .. 

238,500 

It will be seen that the revenue is growing. In 1900 there was an increase of 
£ E. 30,500 over 1899; and, again, the figures of 1901 are £E. 81,500 in excess of 
those of 1900. 

The increase of revenue during the past year is mainly due to two causes, viz.:— 

1. The development of the trade in gum ; and 

2. The receipts derived from the Animal Tax. 

The following figures will be sufficient to show the extent to which the export of 
gum has increased :— 


Gum cxpoited. 


Kantars.* 

1899 .. 

41,963 

1900 .. 

60,912 

1901 .. 

170,781 

It will be of interest to compare the volume of this trade with that which existed 
prior to the Dervish rebellion. The following figures arc taken from the well-known 
Report of Colonel Stewart :— 


Gum exported. 


Kantars. 

1879 .. 

144,706 

1880 .. 

135,646 

1881 .. 

150,861 

i 


The amount of gum exported in 1901 was, therefore, about 20,000 kantars in 
excess of the largest amount exported in the years which immediately preceded the 
rebellion. 

It is natural that the increased supply should have led to a heavy fall in the price. 
The price of gum in the London market has fallen from 05s. in 1900, to about 32s. a 
hundred-weight in 1901. The rates at which royalty is charged have been reduced in 
proportion to the fall of price 

* One kittitar = 99-05 II*. 
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As regards the “Animal Tax,” to which I have alluded above, Sir Reginald 
Wingate gives the following explanations:— 

“ The Inspector-General, Sir Rudolf von Slatin, has been specially active during 
the past year, in visiting all parts of the country, with a view to settling the tribute 
and the herd tax to he paid by the nomad and sedentary Arabs, who form a large 
percentage of the total population of the Soudan, and who are for the most part rich 
in camels, sheep, and cattle. 

“ It will be remembered that it was originally the intention of the Government to 
exercise its authority over these tribes by the imposition of a herd tax, but the impos¬ 
sibility of at present obtaining accurate statistics, on which to base such a tax, led to 
its substitution by a form of tribute for the nomad Arabs, and by assessing, at a fixed 
rate, the animals in the possession of the sedentary Arabs. In both these cases, 
however, it was decided that the taxes should be considerably smaller than the rates 
fixed by the original Ordinance, and that they should, indeed, bo less than the 
‘ Zekat * and ‘ Fitra ’ taxes, to which these tribes had always been accustomed. The 
assessment, both of tribute—calculated, as far as possible, on the present wealth of the 
tribe--and herd tax, was no easy matter, and doubtless, with increased knowledge of 
tribal conditions, it will be necessary to considerably modify the various amounts ; but 
a good beginning has been made, and, on the whole, the tribes have responded well to 
the call. It should be observed that the fiscal is entirely subordinate to the political 
result of these measures. The imposition of some form of Government authority over 
the wild and, in some cases, turbulent desert Arabs became an imperative necessity, 
and the 'manner in which the respective tribes show their acceptance of this authority, 
by a ready payment of the comparatively insignificant sums for which they arc assessed, 
is an interesting indication of their loyalty or independence, as the case may he. A 
few tribes—notably the Gemilah, inhabiting the mountainous districts south-west 
of Suakin, the Kahabish to the west of Omdurman, and the Ivenana, in the Senaar 
Province between the Blue and White Niles, all of these being powerful and wealthy 
tribes—have shown considerable reluctance to comply with the moderate demands of 
the Government, and it may be necessary, sooner or later, to resort to measures which 
will oblige them to understand that the authority and orders of the Government must 
be respected. The sedentary Arabs throughout have shown an excellent spirit, and in 
some of the provinces—notably Berber-—the amounts levied, both by tribute and herd 
tax, have been paid up almost in full.” 

Turning to the expenditure side of the account, the increase of £ E. 21,000 over 
the original estimate of 1901 is explained by the fact that an additional sum of 
£ E. 5,000 had to he granted to purchase more rolling-stock for the railway ; further, 
in several other directions, legitimate demands for increased expenditure sprang up 
during the year. 

Tt is greatly to the credit of tin' Financial Secretary, Lieutenant-Colonel Bernard, 
that, under all the circumstances of the ease, the excess over the estimates was not 
greater tlmn that which actually occurred. 

The estimates for 1902 are as follows:— 

£ E. 

Revenue.. .. .. .. .. .. .. 22-1,000 

Expenditure .. .. ,. .. .. .. ,. >192.000 

Deficit .. .. .. . .. . . 2(iS,000 

The revenue estimate is cautious. It is about £ E. 14,500 less than the amount 
realized in 1901, viz., £ E. 238,500. 

At first sight, it would appear that a heavy increase of expenditure is 
contemplated in 1902, the figure of 1901—viz., £ E. 403,000—being about 
£ E. 89,000 less than that of 1902, viz., £ E. 492,000. There has, in fact, been some 
real increase, which may he regarded as the natural result of the progress of 
administration and reform. 

But by far the greater part of the increase is nominal. It is duo mainly 
to the transfer, to the Soudan Civil Budget, of the expenditure hitherto appearing 
as a War Department charge on the Nile boat and steamer service. This accounts 
for'an apparent increase of over £ E. 71,000. "Further, the charge on account of the 
schools at Suakin and Wadi Haifa, hitherto borne by the Egyptian Ministry of 
Public lust motion, has been transferred to the Soudan This accounts for an apparent 
increase of £ E. 1,500. 

The military charge, on account of the Soudan, has been reduced from 
C E. 222,000 to £ E. 122,000—that is to say, by about C E. 100,000—and, as I liave 
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shown in my Egyptian Report, the general contribution of the Egyptian Treasury, to 
make good the Soudan deficit, both civil and military, has been reduced from about 
£ E. 417,000, in 1901, to about £ E. 390,000 in 1902—a reduction of about 
£ E. 27,000. 

On the whole, the financial situation of the Soudan may he regarded as distinctly 
more satisfactory than could have been anticipated a few years ago. 


Collection of Revenue in kind. 

I am glad to he able to report that considerable progress has been made in 
the direction of abolishing the very faulty system of collecting the revenue in kind. 
Land tax, to the extent of nearly £ E. 9,000, was, however, still paid in Indian corn, 
barley, &c., during the past year. The grain so collected is, for the most part, issued 
as rations to tlie Egyptian and Soudanese troops. 

It will probably not be possible to abolish this system altogether until, by 
improvements effected in the means of communication, cultivators arc able to find 
a market for their produce-. In fact, in reading through these various Reports, the 
conclusion is forced on one at every moment that improved communications consti¬ 
tute the most pressing need of the country. 

Thus, Colonel Drage, the Controller, who is in charge of this branch of the 
service, reports that, owing to the absence of camel transport, it was found impossible 
to convey to cither the Blue or the White Nile some of the grain collected by the 
Government in portions of the Khartoum district. As regards the Province of 
Kordofan, he says:— 

“ Here, again, we find the urgent necessity of improving the methods of trans¬ 
port, and a light railway once more suggests itself as the best possible means of 
tapping this enormous tract of country, which, I believe, at one time was capable of 
producing large quantities of grain, and which still produces other valuable market¬ 
able articles, such as gum and ostrich feathers. T believe the gum trade almost 
came to a standstill this year, owing to the exorbitant demands of the Arabs for 
camel hire. I understand that there are still large quantities of this article lying in 
Kordofan, which cannot be moved in consequence of the want of transport to bring 
it in.” 

Royalties on gum, ostrich feathers, and ivory were paid to the Government 
in kind at the commencement of last year. The sale of these articles realized about 
C E. 2,000. This system has now been abolished. The duties will, in future, bo paid 
in money. 

I notice in Colonel Drage’s Report that ho says that the expenditure on 
stationery by the Soudan Government in 1901 w r as £ E. 1,600, being £ E. 600 in 
excess of the estimates; and, further, that he has asked for a credit of £ E. 2,000 
on this account during the current year. “Nothing,” Colonel Drage remarks, “lends 
iself more to waste and extravagant use than stationery.” 

This item calls, however, for another reflection. I fear that it must he taken as 
an indication that the amount of official correspondence in the Soudan is increasing. 
To a certain extent, this is probably inevitable. Nevertheless, I venture to express a 
hope that a steady check will be kept on excessive writing, [t generally implies 
excessive centralization, and the Soudan is pre-eminently a country where the admini¬ 
stration should he decentralized as much as possible. 


Cotton. 

A certain quantity of cotton-seed, to he used for experimental purposes, was 
issued gratis by the Government last year. It was of tho Ashmouni and Afifi 
varieties of Egyptian cotton. The result of the first year’s crop is not yet known, 
and even when known will not give a certain indication of what may he expected in 
tbe future. Before forming any definite opinion, it will be necessary to await the- 
results of tbe second year’s crop, which will be obtained from the seed of the first 
year. 

On this subject Colonel Drage writes :— 

“Two samples of cotton, the produce of other than that produced from the 
Egyptian cotton-seed, were submitted to expert firms in Cairo and Alexandria, 
namely, Messrs. Carver and Co. and Messrs. Choremi, Benaclii, and Co., and their 
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reports, though not enthusiastic, lead one to suppose that, with proper means of 
irrigating the cotton fields, and supervised by men from the Delta or elsewhere, 
thoroughly versed in the growing of cotton (which requires a great deal of skill and 
much trouble), the Soudan would he capable of turning out cotton and seed at least 
equal to that of Upper Egypt, and very superior to American, though it would 
probably never equal that of the Delta.” 


Mineral Concessions. 

Several licences, giving exclusive rights of prospecting over defined areas, have 
been granted in the course of the year. The licensees are bound by the terms of their 
licences to commence prospecting within a certain time, and to expend on such work 
considerable sums, which are fixed in their licences. They are given the right, during 
the term of their licences, to apply for and obtain mining leases of any mines which 
they may find, upon the conditions set forth in their licences. 

Particulars are given below of all existing licences :— 


Date of Licence. 

Name of Licensees. 

Prospecting Area. 

Amount to be Expended 
in Prospecting, and Period 
of Licence. 

June 

11, 1900 .. 

Egypt and Soudan 
Mining Syndicate 
(Limited) 

Bounded on north by latitude 22°, 
on east bv longitude 31° 30', 
on south by latitude 20°, and 
on west by longitude 32° 

£ E. 20,000 in 4 yeais. 

1 year, renewable for 3 more. 

January 

14, 1901 .. 

London and Soudan 
Development Syn¬ 
dicate 

Bounded on north bv latitude 12°, 
on east by Blue Nile, on south 
by latitude which passes 
through junction of Tomat 
River and Blue Nile, and on 
west by White Nile 

£ E. 3,000 the first year, under 
this licence and the next. 

' Then £ E. 25,000. 

1 year, renewable for 3 more. 


14, „ .. 

The same 

Area limited by a circle drawn 
with a radius of 10 miles from 
a centre near Eatikohe on the 
White Nile 

£ E. 3,000 the first year, under 
this licence and the last. 
Then £ E. 5,000. 

1 year, renewable for 3 more. 

June 

22, „ .. 

Victoria Investment 
Corporation 

Bounded on north by latitude 22°, 
on east by lied Sea, on south 
by latitude 20°, and on west 
by longitude 36° 

£ E. 30,000. 

4 years. 

September 

20, „ .. 

George Ogilvy Haig, 
Esq. 

Bounded on north by latitude 22°, 
on east hy longitude 36°, on 
south by latitude 20°, on west 
by longitude 34° 30' 

£ E. 30,000. 

4 years. 

October 

3, „ .. 

A. Raymond Heath, 
Esq. 

A eiieular area limited by a 
radius 6 mill's in length, from 
a cento c near Tambuk, near 
Suakin 

£ E. 8,000. 

4 years. 


It is not as yet considered prudent to permit prospecting in Kordofan, and, 
pending the delimitation, no licence has been granted on the Abyssinian boundary. 

The holders of each of the above-mentioned licences arc under contract to send 
prospecting expeditions into their areas during the next nine months. Parties are 
already at work in the areas held by the Egypt and Soudan Mining Syndicate and the 
London and Soudan Development Syndicate. 


- Railways. 

In 1900 a sum of £ E. 500,000 nas advanced by Ihe Egyptian Government in 
order to enable the condition of the Soudan railways lo be improved. Of this sum 
only about £ E. 10,500 was expended in 1901. This money was principally spent on 
constructing bridges on the line between Haifa and Abu llamed. This line was kept 
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open during the whole of the rainy season. A larger sum will he spent on new works 
during the current year. 

The total receipts during the year were about £ E. 165,000. The working 
expenses were about £ E. 124,000. Of the receipts, how r ever, £ E. 93,000 was 
nominal, being, on Government account, for the transport of troops, supplies, &c. 

The receipts from passengers and goods carried on private account compare with 
those of 1900 as follows:— 



1900. 

1901. 


£ E. 

£ E. 

Passengers .. .. .. 

6,703 

8,265 

Goods 

27,555 

63,874 

Total 

34,258 

72,139 


These figures are fairly satisfactory. They show that the effective receipts of 
1901 Avere about £ E. 38,000 in excess of those of the previous year. Moreover, it is 
to be noted that the whole of the increase took place during the last six months of the 
year. During the first half of the year the rolling-stock was insufficient to cope with 
the traffic. In July and August new trucks and carriages arrived. 

The increase is mainly due to the development of the export trade in gum. 

“For the first time,” Lieutenant-Colonel Macauiey, the Director-General of the 
Soudan Railways, writes, “ since the railway has been open there was a demand for 
more transport from south to north than from north to south; this state of things only 
lasted a week; but, still, it is satisfactory, inasmuch as it seems to indicate a consider¬ 
able increase in the traffic from south to north in the future. In preceding years 
the traffic from south to north has been very small in proportion to that from north 
to south.” 

There was also an increase in the imports. I give below a detailed statement of 
the goods carried by the railways during the first eleven months of last year. They 
may afford to merchants an indication of the class of goods of which the Soudan 
apparently stands in need :— 







Tons. 

Value. 







£ E. 

Cotton stuffs .. 




# , 

1,387 

217,482 

Flour 




, , 

431 

6.031 

Rice 





76 

760 

Spirits 





250 

8,400* 

Provisions 





163 

6,520 

Sugar 





1,733 

19,687 

Perfumes 





7 

2,800 

Soap 





117 

3,217 

Oil.. 

. . * 




98 

2,352 

Tallow 





7 

280 

Dates v , 





851 

6,195 

Tea.. 





26 

2,912 

Petroleum 





90 

583 

Tobacco 





115 

31,280 

Miscellaneous 





1,950 

62,400 

Total 





7,301 

370,852 


Civilian station-masters arc being gradually substituted for soldiers. 

I notice with pleasure the following remark in Lieutenant-Colonel Macauley’s 
Report:— 

“Many soldiers have returned to work as civilians on the expiration of their period 
of service in the army.” 

* I have drawn Sir Reginald Wingate’s, attention to the large amount of spirits which seem to be 

imported. 
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About a year ago, when the price of coal was very high, a cargo of Indian coal 
was, at my suggestion, imported as an experiment. Lieutenant-Colonel Macauley 
reports the result in the following terms:— 

“ The Indian coal tried at the beginning of the year turned out better than was 
expected from its appearance, although it is, of course, not so good as Welsh coal. 
The drivers at first could not keep enough steam with this Indian coal; but, after a 
time, when they had become accustomed to it, they could take their usual loads, 
although with difficulty.” 

One of the main obstacles which stands in the way of railway development in the 
Soudan is the difficulty of obtaining labour. I will not attempt to deal with this 
important question at present. I may say, however, that the best solution appears 
to me to be the importation of foreign labour, either Indian or Chinese. The Egyptian 
labour market is far from being over-stocked. 


Telegraphs . 


The estimated revenue of the Telegraph Administration during 1901 amounted to 
£ E. 4,500 and the expenditure t,o £ E. 15,000. Most of tho telegrams which pass 
over the wires arc official, and, therefore, are sent without payment. Had they been 
charged at tho ordinary rates, the deficit of about £ E. 10,500 would have been turned 
into a surplus of about £ E. 6,000. 

The only new line constructed during the year is that from Sualcin to Erkowit, a 
distance of about 40 miles. 

The question of telegraph-poles is one of special importance in the Soudan. 
On this subject Captain Liddell, the Director-General of the Telegraphs, writes as 
follow's:— 

“The system of bolting 3 2 ft. 0 in. poles on to steel trough bases, which has been 
extensively used this year on tho Soudan telegraph lines, has, so far as can be seen up 
to the present, proved very satisfactory. I have tried experiments with wood of 
various kinds dipped in Atlas preservative and afterwards painted with hot coal-tar: 
these have given good results; but 1 do not feel sure that such poles would resist 
damp, and subsequent rot, for a long period. 

“ I have also tried experiments* with ereosoted wood, and propose to build the 
Kawa-Goz-Abou-Goraa line of ereosoted poles as an experiment. 

“ L have tried the wood which the Egyptian Telegraphs Administration grow for 
telegraph-poles, but I find that it is not proof against white ants. 

“A great advantage possessed by the present form of steel base is that it reduces 
the length of pole required, and thereby makes them much more comenioid vr camel 
transport. Formerly, an J8-foot pole was necessary, and then* make most awkward 
loads for camels.” 


Post Office. 


The postal service' is under the Director-General of the Telegraphs. Various 
minor improvements were effected in the course of last year. Tho not revenue in 
1901 was about the same as in 1900—viz., rather less than £ E. 5,000. 


Preservation of Game, 

A very full and interesting Report on this important subject has been received 
from Mr. Butler. 1 can here only attempt to give a very brief summary of its 
contents. 

A largo tract of country, approximately 300 miles long by from 100 to 150 miles 
broad, has been made into a game reserve. It is situated between the Blue and White 
Niles, the ttobut River, and tho Abyssinian frontier. Tn this tract only office]s and 
oflic d. <d 11U' Soudan Government and readouts approved by the Governor-General 
art' allow ctl to shoot. Mr. Butler thinks, and 1 fully agree with him, that, in addition to 
this reserve, a complete sanctuary for game should he formed as soon as a sufficient 
knowledge lias been obtained of the distribution and migration of animals. 


Mr. Butler gives the following list of game killed under licences during the past 


Elephant .. . 

Rhinoceros .. 

Buffalo 

Jackson’s hartehcest. 
Toia hartebeest 
Tiang ( Damaliscut ) . 
Water buck.. 

Mi9. Gray’s waterbuck 
White-eared cob 
Uganda cob.. 

Roan antelope 
Oryx leucoryx 
Kudu 
ltedbuck 
Bushbuck .. 

Ariel 

Other gazelles 

Dinker 

Oribi 

Ibex .. 

Hippopotamus 
Warthog .. 

Wild boar .. 

Lion 
Leopard 
Cheetah 
Giraffe 
Wild ass 
Ostrich .. 


It cannot be doubted that a certain quantity of game is killed, under licence, 
without being reported. Mr. Butler, however, thinks that the above list probably 
represents about 80 per cent, of the larger animals shot by Europeans, but that, 
as regards gazelle and ariel, it cannot be held to represent more than 50 per cent., if 
so much. 

The European sportsman is not, however, the principal enemy to game in the 
Soudan. The law, as it stands, is legally applicable to all natives of the Soudan alike. 
But it is quite clear, from what Mr. Butler says, that it cannot be fully enforced. “ I 
have not attempted,” Mr. Butler says, “ to collect any statistics relating to game killed 
by natives, owing to the impossibility of obtaining anything approaching to accurate 
information. A great deal of destruction undoubtedly went on during tho year. The 
principal cause of destruction appears to be the profit derived from the sale of bides.” 
Thus, the Moudir of Senaar reported that large organized bunting parties, well armed 
with rifles, come from the direction of Gedarcf and the Abyssinian frontier into the 
country between the Bahad and Binder Ilivers and slaughter game indiscriminately. 
Hunting parties also did much harm in portions of the Kassala district. 

Mr. Butler makes several suggestions with a view to checking these evils. They 
will, without doubt, receive full consideration. But so long as the natives possess 
firearms—and it is difficult, if not impossible, to disarm them altogether—it is very 
questionable whether the illicit destruction of game in the Soudan can bo entirely 
stopped. 

Justice. 

Except the Eashoda and Bahr-el-Ghazal provinces, the whole of the Soudan is 
now subject to civil justice. Mr. Bonham-Carter, the Legal Secretary to the 
Soudan Government, reports that “ tho lines on which the codes are framed 
have, on the whole, proved eminently satisfactory, and do not call for remark.” 

I gather from the full report which Mr. Bonham-Carter lias sent in that 
the Courts, both civil and criminal, are working satisfactorily. The main defect 
is numerical weakness in the judicial stall. An English barrister (Mr. Wasey 
Nterry) was appointed to be Civil Judge at Khartoum last year. As funds 
become a\ ailablc, further appointments ot this nature wall, without doubt, have to 
be made. 

The Land Commissions, which w r ere appointed shortly after the re-occupation 
of the country, have now nearly completed their labours. In a few months alL 
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claims to land arising from the dislocation caused hy the rehellion will have been 
settled. 

In the absence of a complete survey or of trained officials, it has not, as yet, been 
found possible to establish a register of titles to land. 

As regards the working of the Makommedan law courts, Mr. Bonham-Carter makes 
the following remarks :— 

“Under the old Government every place of any pretensions had its Cadi, who, 
however, received little or no salary, but made what he could from fees and presents. 
Under the present Government the Cadis are fewer in number, but they and their 
clerks receive a moderate monthly salary, whilst the fees which are taken are fixed and 
go to the Government. There can be no doubt as to which system is more likely to 
produce impartial justice.” 


Education. 


The educational efforts of the Government of the Soudan have, up to the 
present time, been devoted to the attainment of the three following objects :— 

1. The diffusion, amongst the masses of the people, of the elements of 
knowledge by means of “ kuttabs,” or vernacular schools, at the various local centres. 

2. The gradual formation of a native artisan class by the formation of a small 
industrial school. 

3. The institution of two primary schools in which English is taught, and in 
which a beginning may be made in the direction of training a class of native 
administrators. 

As regards the first object, “ kuttabs ” arc actually in existence at Berber, Dongola, 
and Wad Medani. Mr. Currie, the present very capable Director-General of Education 
in the Soudan, writes about these schools:— 

“ Not one of them attains to a reasonable standard of efficiency, and the number 
of pupils attending them has not increased. The reason for this is that the teachers 
are all incompetent. They can, as a rule, neither read, write, nor count in Arabic.” 

Mr. Currie hopes, in a few months’ time, to establish model “ kuttabs ” at Dongola 
and Berber, and, perhaps, elsewhere. In order to provide suitable teachers a small 
training college for native Sheikhs was opened at Omdurman in February 1900. 
There arc at present six students under instruction at this college, all members of good 
Arab families. The aims of the college, Mr. Currie writes, “are very humble—merely 
to instruct a few Soudanese Sheikhs in reading, writing, and arithmetic, give them a 
little practice in teaching, and draft them into the ‘ kuttabs.’ ” 

As regards industrial education, a small industrial school has been established 
at the dock-yard works, which are situated on the river about a mile north of Omdur¬ 
man. These works are under the control of Mr. Bond, It.N., who, I may mention, 
besides the lively interest he has shown in this particular work, lias rendered 
excellent service in organizing the water transport of the Soudan Government. 
Mr. Currie and Mr. Bond, acting in co-operation, have arranged that the apprentices, 
sixty in number, should be divided into two shifts of thirty each. They receive 
alternately a day’s schooling and a day’s practical work at their respective trades. 

As regards the attainment of the third object mentioned above, namely, the 
formation of a class of native administrators, some real progress has been made. An 
efficient primary school has been established at Omdurman. The syllabus followed is 
that of the Egyptian primary schools, simplified to meet Soudanese requirements. It 
is attended by 170 pupils. An encouraging feature is that, of these, 103 pay fees. 
“If is.”Mr. Currie writes, “ under the control of a young, energetic, and competent 
Egyptian head-master, who, I think, is doing thoroughly good work.’’ 

A school on similar lines was opened at Khartoum on the 1st October, 1901. It 
is attended by seventy-two pupils, of whom sixty pay fees. 

“As regards the future,” Mr. Currie writes, “the matter is, in essence, financial. 
So far south as Khartoum, at all events, there is no doubt that the people are 
extremely anxious to obtain educational facilities.* Eor the present the true line 
of progress lies in the multiplication of efficient “kuttab” schools. How far this 
demand can be met depends on the financial resources of the country, but the 
need for these schools is very urgent. Once good models have been established, 
private kuttabs will begin to imitate them, and the system of subvention can be 


* It will be otiHiM'il tint this opinion is confirmed by bc-Mial ol tin* Mou-urb 
leading “IWpoits fiom tlio Moudirs.” 
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introduced; but at present subvention would only perpetuate dirty and inefficient 
schools.” 

I wish, before leaving this branch of the subject, to express my entire concurrence 
in the following weighty and very pertinent observations, which are contained 
in Mr. Currie’s Report. 

“I often hear,” he writes, “an opinion expressed which I deem a pernicious 
fallacy. It is, that it is worth while establishing schools for the teaching of English 
for the sake of the supposed political advantage which such teaching indirectly confers 
upon the governing class. 

“As a matter of fact, I hold the exact contrary, and believe that, for one 
political difficulty you remove by the teaching of English you create a dozen. 

“ I consider that at present "only those hoys should learn English who are subse¬ 
quently going to make use of it in the Government service, or in commercial pursuits 
in which such a knowledge is necessary. 

“ Schools for this purpose should be good, and it is nearly as important that at 
present they should ho few. 

“ It is imperative that schools of this typo should be fee-paying, though I have 
no objection to their receiving a certain number of free scholars. 

“ Similarly I' would always most strenuously resist any proposal to teach a 
smattering of English in the kuttab schools.” 


Gordon College. 

The general interest taken in the Gordon College must be my excuse for treating 
it separately. I need not, however, enter into any great detail, as I understand that 
a separate Report on this subject has been already addressed to the Trustees of the 
College Eund~ and that a further Report, dealing with the state of affairs up to 
date, will shortly follow. 

The building, as will be seen from my remarks under the head of “ Public Works,” 
is approaching completion. 

I have on previous occasions mentioned that, for the time being at all events, it is 
a misnomer to call this institution hy the somewhat high-sounding title of a college. 
That it will eventually be used as ‘a college, in the true sense of the term, I do 
not doubt; but that name generally implies an institution where some degree of high 
instruction is afforded. For the present, however, the students to whom such 
instruction could usefully be imparted are almost wholly wanting. The Gordon 
College, nevertheless, may render almost immediate and very useful service as a 
primary school. When it is completed, the primary school at present in Khartoum 
will migrate to it. As communication with Half ay a, on the right bank of the Blue 
Nile, becomes easier, a large number of pupils will probably come in from that 
quarter. “ In a year from now,” Mr. Currie writes, “ I hope to see a primary school 
of 170 hoys established in the college.” 

I trust also that the college may ho used for purposes of technical instruction. 

Mr. Currie’s suggestion that an Economic Museum should ho established at the 
college, with a view to assisting in the commercial development of the country, lias, I 
understand, been adopted. Mr. Butler, of flic Animals Preservation Department, has 
been named Curator of the Museum. lie lias, I may observe, already had experience 
of similar w r ork in the Malay States. 

Mr. II. S. Wellcome, of the firm of Messrs. Burroughs and Wellcome, lias very 
generously presented the college with an efficient analytical and bacteriological 
laboratory, equipped with all the necessary apparatus. It has been arranged that 
the Soudan Government shall provide for the maintenance of the laboratory. The 
plans are at present in the hands of Colonel Friend, lt.E., the Director of Works. 
When the rooms are completed, a competent bacteriologist will ho appointed. 


Prisons. 

In December 1900, a sum of .C E. 10,000 was granted, with a view to the estab¬ 
lishment of a Prison Administration in the Soudan. Fair progress appears to have 
been made, but, as was to hr expected, the prison accommodation is still very defective. 
Captain Borton, who is in charge of this service, classifies tlio accommodation in 
the principal towns as follows :— 
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“ Khartoum, indifferent; Haifa, very bad; Dongola, good ; Wad Medani, very 
good (since September 1901, when a new prison was opened); Suakin, very good; 
Kassala, nil; El-Obeid, nil.” 

The warders are all Soudanese, except at Wadi Haifa, where thirteen Egyptians 
are employed. 

The health of the prisoners, during the past year, was good. 


Medical. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Penton, the principal Medical Officer of the Egyptian Army, 
reports that the general health of the army in the Soudan during the past year was 
good. There was a complete absence of infectious diseases amongst the troops. 
Colonel Penton attributes the absence of small-pox to the care taken in vaccinating 
the inhabitants of the towns and villages near stations occupied by troops. Cerebro- 
sneningitis, which at one time caused considerable mortality amongst the troops and 
the population, seems to have died out. I note, as a point which may bo of some 
interest to medical men, that “there is no evidence in the army of cancer ever 
occurring among the Soudanese. Arabs are sometimes affected by it.” 

As regards "the health of the civil population, Colonel Penton says : “ There has 
been a remarkable decrease in infectious diseases this year in the Soudan. Twenty- 
live cases of small-pox occurred in the villages near Khartoum, as against 131 last 
year, but that town, in common with all others, entirely escaped.” This improvement 
is, without doubt, due to the extension of vaccination. 

Small civil hospitals have been established at Omdurman, Khartoum, Haifa, 
Berber, Dongola, Suakin, and Kassala. As time goes on, and funds become available, 
it may be possible to increase the hospital accommodation, which is at present 
certaiuly inadequate. 

As regards sanitation, Colonel Penton says : “ The Moudirieh towns are kept 
clean. Surface-cleaning is thoroughly carried out. The main difficulty is the disposal 
of sewage, &c. In these towns, improvements are yearly noticeable.” Colonel Penton 
adds, and I fully agree with him : “ Sanitary regulations cannot be rigidly enforced 
in the Soudan. It is found impossible to control outlying districts in the vast extent 
of country, owing to the want of Government staff.” 


Cattle Plague. 

Between December 1900 and May 1901, 986 cases ot rinderpest were reported. 
The proportion of deaths was G(WJ per cent.; 2,824 inoculations were effected. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Griffith, the Principal Veterinary Officer of the Soudan Govern¬ 
ment, reports : “ I think we may now reasonably consider that the rinderpest no longer 
exists in the Soudan, but at the same time wo are never safe from reinfection.” Pour 
mounted posts are being maintained on the main cattle roads into the Soudan from the 
plague-infected districts of Abyssinia. 

Speaking of the lu'gh proportion of deaths to cases, Lieutenant-Colonel Griffith says : 
“ What makes the real difference in increasing the death percentage is the delay between 
the first case showing itself and inoculation of the herd. As each day passes, more 
contract the disease. Serum, so far as my experience goes, has little curative power; 
so much so that, long ago, I gave up inoculating animals which had the disease on 
them.” 


Public Works. 


About £ E. 90,000 was spent on public buildings last year. Of this amount, 
£ E. 27,000 was for barracks to bouse a British battalion at Khartoum. This charge 
is borne by the British Government. Of the remainder, which was on account ot the 
Soudan. Government, about C E. 32,000 was for military and £ E. 31,000 for civil 
works. 

The estimates for the current year are:— 

£ E. 

Uintah barracks .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 25,000 

Mill tan works ,. .. .. .. .. .. 34,000 

C'Vil works .. .. ., .. .. .. .. 3 1,000 


Total 


93,000 
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It is hoped that the hulk of the military buildings required will he completed in 
1902, with the exception of the central Khartoum Hospital, and some of the barracks 
at El-Obeid, the Blue Nile, and Shendy. 

The civil works at Khartoum, Berber, Kassala, El-Obeid, and on the Blue Nile will 
he continued during the current year. 

As regards the Gordon College at Khartoum, Colonel Eriend writes:— 

“ The Gordon College is well advanced, and will bo finished during 1902. I see 
no reason to fear any excess on the money granted (£ E. 23,000), provided no addition 
he made to the existing design.” 


Reports from the Moudirs. 

A. fair idea of the condition of the people, and of the general progress of the 
Administration, may he gained by giving a few extracts from the reports of the various 
Moudirs. 

Colonel Nason, the Moudir of Berber, writes :— 

“ I consider that the material condition of the people has improved most palpably. 
They are better clothed, and a great deal has been done in building new houses and 
improving old ones. The people of the Bobatab district are by far the poorest of this 
Moudirieh, and the large percentage of very poor people, who appear to have very 
little to live on, seems to me most striking. The remission of the date tax, which has 
been sanctioned by the Governor-General, will, however, give them material assistance, 
and I trust this may be continued for three or four years more, to enable them to 
recuperate in some degree. 

“ I am pleased to he able to report that a certain number of people have returned 
to the Zeidab and Shendy sub-districts, and the Sheikhs of those districts have 
informed mo that they have received news of several other families returning to their 
homes. Both these sub-districts arc much under-populated, and consequently 
there is much splendid soil still to he cultivated, particularly in the Shendy sub¬ 
district. 

“ The new mode of land taxation is a great improvement, as it gives larger scope 
for the differences between soils. 

“ I consider the financial aspect of this province to he most encouraging. When 
you consider that, until this year, neither Zeidab nor Shendy sub-districts paid any¬ 
thing, and that they have, this year, paid full land and date tax, also herd tax, and, in 
addition, have returned large loans of grain which were issued in 1899 and 1900, it is 
full proof that they have not been too hardly pressed. I have ;just completed an 
inspection of these sub-districts, and have hardly heard a single complaint. 

“ The loan of cattle has been most successful. 

“ I believe the better class of natives to he most anxious to educate tlicir children, 
hut the permanent obstacle is the distance of the school from their homes.” 

Colonel McKerrcll, the Moudir of Dongola, writes 

“The people, as a whole, are very poor, but appear to he contented. 

“ The natives of Sukknt, Mahas, and Dongola are of a lazy and somewhat sullen 
disposition. There is a great change when one reaches the Sliagieh country, i.e,, 
Debbeh, Korti, and Morowe. These people arc industrious, cheerful, and more intelli¬ 
gent in every way. 

“ The inhabitants, generally, are beginning to build themselves better houses, and 
to grasp the advantages derived from cleanly habits as regards their persons and home¬ 
steads. This is, I think, a distinct step in advance. 

“ They are all still strangely averse to any innovations in the way of working 
their sakias, use of agricultural implements, & c. 

“ The population shows an increase of 14,046 over last year. Of this increase, 
12,899 are children. There have been many births during the last year, hut I fear 
not so many as this. I can only conclude that, as regards children, last year’s census 
was much below, and this year’s is above, the real numbers. I will see to this item 
myself in 1902. 

“ 332 Baggaras, who were sent here in 1897, returned south this year. 

“ About 1D0 natives of Upper Egypt, he., Daraw, Assouan, &c., arrived during 
the year. 

“ The land tax revenue this year is £ E. 560 less than that of last year. This 
may he taken as most satisfactory, as no tax was taken on uncultivated land, as had 
been the custom in previous years. This remission has given the people time to recover 
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from tlie had demera* of 1899, i.c., the crop of 1900, with the result that the culti¬ 
vation of this (1901) demcra has increased largely. 

“ There is no trade with Korfodan. I am convinced that there would he a market 
in this province for certain kinds of European merchandize, if any respectable firm 
chose to come here. Goods, such as cotton stuffs of all sorts, cutlery, all kinds of 
implements, cooking utensils, &c„ would find ready purchasers. Those unable to buy 
would he incited to work harder in order to do so. 

“ There is still a certain amount of kidnapping going on, hut it is difficult to catch 
the culprits, as they always take to the desert, and I have no mounted men to follow 
them. 

“ The attitude of the natives as regards education is good, and they appear 
anxious that their children should he taught. Each village almost has it ‘ kuttab, 
and the attendance is good. 

“ On the whole, good progress is being made in the province. Want of population 
is what it most suffers from. 

“ As the population increases, more canals should be opened, but they are not 
required at present. 

Captain Ilaves-Sadler, the Administrator of Wadi Haifa, writes: 

“ The inhabitants from Haifa northwards are seemingly very rich and prosperous, 
possibly in consequence of the influx of money from highly-paid representatives of 
the servant classes, many of whom arc natives of this district, and invest their savings 
here, ultimately settling down when retired from service. On the other hand, to the 
south, between Haifa and Akasheli, the people are poverty-stricken, and their taxes 
were partly remitted during the year. 

« With the exception of dates, there is very little export trade. The produce of 
this district is scarce, and the wants of the people are at present comparatively few. 

“ There is a great forwarding trade carried on locally by the merchants at Tewfikich 
and Haifa. 

“The natives here are excessively keen on the subject of education, and are 
fully alive to its advantages. There is an excellent school at Tewfikich, and also, a 
small ‘ kuttab,’ which I hope the Egyptian Administration of Wakfs will assist 
financially and by its moral support. 

“ This, though a small district, is a paying one, and, in ray opinion, is capable of 
future development in due course of time.” 

Major Godden, the Administrator of Suakin, writes :— 

“ The people are content and satisfied so far, 1 think ; but all regret the loss of 
trade to Suakin, and hope for better times. 

“ The total Customs receipts l'or this year (1901) will he approximately £ E. L,790 
less than last year, when they were £ E. 9,522. The loss of trade is due to the Nile 
Valley Railway being quicker and little more expensive than this route, and 
merchants obtain a quicker turn-over for their money. Indian trade has fallen off, 
and this year twenty merchants (mostly Indians) have either left Suakin entirely or have 
only an agency here, instead of their head-quarters. The abolition of the Avvaid-ol- 
Noba and the Government camel tax does not appear to have led to any increase of 
trade hero at present, though by the end of October it will have been six months in 
force.” 

Major Godden forwards an interesting Report, written by Mr. Cope, the Inspector 
of the Slavery Department, in which an account is given of a patrol in the desert. 
It is too long to quote here, hut I may remark that its perusal is sufficient to show 
the very great practical difficulties which have to he encountered in the conduct of 
anti-slavery operations. 

Major Smith, the Moudir of Senaar, writes :— 

“The material condition of the people is steadily improving: they arc much 
more contented, better clothed, and beginning to appreciate justice and the present 
feeling of security, as well as the relief afforded against the oppression of the past. 

“ The population, I think, has increased on the whole, hut as the statistics last 
year "were only approximate, no comparison can ho made. 

“Tlieie has been a steady emigration to Kordolan, and immigration to Wad 
Medani, owing to the cheapness of the food supply in this town. 

“ The nomad tribes have increased steadily in docks and herds, in consequence of 
Die relief from intertribal raiding. 

“ The financial situation may he considered satisfactory, and compares favourably 


Demeia” i& the local term foi the lloocl-levtl of the Nile. 
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with last year. It should, however, ho noted that these results have been obtained by 
the very strictest economy and cutting down of expenditure to the utmost limits it is 
capable of, owing to which many necessary administrative reforms have had to he 
shelved until more funds are available. 

“Roads are now gradually being opened up, and are becoming better from tlie 
greater number of people who use them; the increase in trade has had a good deal 
to do with tin’s. 

“ Roads have been laid out in Wad Medani, and trees planted on them. A good 
system of wide roads planted with trees will be laid out directly. Shops are begun to 
bo built and sites settled. 

“Owing to the regular service of steamers on the Blue Nile for about six mouths 
of the year, considerable traffic is carried on by boats; 217 boats are licensed. 

“Trade has been pretty brisk this year, as a few statisfics will show. 

“As regards gum, royalties were paid on 2,007,030 rotles of ‘talk’ and 
513,095 rotles of Jhashah.’ 

“ The Customs receipts were as follows :— 

£ E. 

Imports .. .. .. .. .. .. 39C 

Expoits .. .. ., .. .. .. .. .. 95 

Tottl.. .. .. .. .. .. .. -191 

“ Half this amount went to Abyssinia and half to the Soudan Government. It 
shows that trade only wants encouragement. 

“Ninety-one slaves were freed, and nine convictions obtained during the year. 
The slaves are chiefly brought down by traders from the Burun country and 
Abyssinia. They are found not to know Arabic, which is a pretty sure sign that they 
are outsiders. 

“The attitude of the natives towards education is improving; they arc not so 
suspicious. The school here shows an increase of twenty-four pupils since last year, 
hut the total number at present is only forty-eight. The only school at present 
established is at Wad Medani. 

“ In my opinion, no more arc required for the time being, as there has not been 
any desire shown by the natives, except at Wad Medani, to apply. I suggest that 
arithmetic and good writing he taught in addition to religious instruction.” 

Colonel Stanton, the Moudir of Khartoum, writes :— 

“ In February a certain Ali Abdul-Kerim gave himself out to he the true Mahdi. 
This man had been known for some time lo he eccentric, and, being gifted with a 
certain amount of £ legerdemain,’ he was able to pass off as miracles a few tricks on 
an over-ready and easily gullible crowd. Lie collected a small following. His removal, 
however, to Haifa, and his inability to free himself from a Government gaol soon 
dispersed the belief in him. 

“ The land tax proper, as obtaining in the Berber and Dongola Provinces, was 
introduced into tbo Halfaya district of this province in January 1901. A considerable 
increase of revenue resulted from this stop. 

“The material condition of the people has considerably improved. Very large 
numbers of the Ghezireh population, after a good harvest in the autumn of 1900, went 
over to work the gum produce of Kordolan, but returned again to plant the Ghezireh 
rain-lands. 

“Throughout the year the price of ‘dhurra’ (maize), the staple form of food, 
has not exceeded GO piastres the ardeb at Omdurman, while' in the centre of 
the Ghezireh the price has been as low as 8 and 9 piastres the ardeb, owing to lack of 
transport. 

“ In this connection, I would mention the great advantages which would be 
derived from a tram-line across the Ghezireh, or a navigable canal from the Blue Nile, 
running north from the neighbourhood of Senaar direct to Khartoum. 

“ There has been a steady emigration to Kordolan throughout the year, mostly on 
the part of those people who were driven out by, and lied from, Mahmoud and bis 
army. A few Bcrberis from the neighbourhood of Assouan have settled near Kawa, 
on the White Nile; these are mostly people whose property v ill he inundated by the 
water of the new dam, when full. The Lahaween, who v* ere driven away from the 
White Nile to the Blue Nile near Senaar, arc returning to iheir old quarters near 
Marahieh. 

“The financial situation of the province goes on improving from year to year. 
The one vital point to assure an increase of revenue is an increase in the staff of 
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British officials. I would venture to forecast that, with a British Inspector to each 
district, and with a doubled police, the revenue would be more than doubled. 

“ Except at Khartoum, no metalled roads exist in the province; but unmctallcd 
tracks, which could be turned into excellent Tonga-roads, exist. With very little 
trouble, it would be possible to make these roads better than the usual country cart 
road of India. If a gang of twenty men under an officer, provided with picks and 
shovels only, was sent to do them, the time required would not exceed one month 
each road, as, beyond levelling hummocks of grass and removing scrub, there is no 
heavy work involved. Sand-wheels would not be necessary except for heavy cart traffic. 

“ The sugar-cane tried by me was all destroyed by white ants. 

“ I am endeavouring to introduce the production of rice on tho White Kile. I 
hope to be able to report a successful result later. 

“ I am also obtaining £ E. 25 worth of different seeds of crops, such as berseem 
and vetches, suitable for the Soudan, from tho Agricultural School at Cairo. 

“ Colonization by discharged Soudanese, even under favourable circumstances, 
such as at Ilellct Abbas, on the White Kile, has not proved the success which one 
would have hoped and wished to sec. It is an unfortunate fact that, except in isolated 
cases, when once the Soudanese gets free from discipline and control he degenerates 
into a lazy and useless member of society. 

“ In my opinion, little success will ever crown the efforts at colonization unless 
the Colony is worked on a system similar to that of a battalion, with an officer in 
charge, and every man made to cultivate sufficient ground for the support of himself 
and his family, or else suffer punishment. To give a discharged Soudanese land, seed, 
and implements is not enough. He must be put under some obligation stronger than 
a moral one to make him work for his bread; otherwise, lie will soon leave his cultiva¬ 
tion to look after itself, and take himself off to the nearest large town and live by his 
wits and begging. 

“ The great difficulty I have to contend with is to keep the colonists in their 
Colony. They start well enough, and when the rains are good and no trouble 
is required there is no difficulty in getting them to plant a sufficient area for the crop 
required. But when it comes to “ shadoof ” work, and artificial irrigation is required, 
they soon tire of it and, unless supervised, will leave the crop to wither, and decamp for 
a hand-to-mouth existence in one of tho large towns. It is, after all, not so very much 
to ho wondered at that, after a life spent under strict discipline, where all his actions 
were controlled and ordered, the Soudanese, finding himself at length free from all 
supervision and control, should return to the inherent, natural, and happy-go-lucky 
state of his fathers in their primitive and uncivilized homes. 

“ The attitude of the natives towards education generally has undergone a com¬ 
plete change. Two years ago they were distrustful and suspicious, whereas now, on 
the contrary, they are only too anxious to send their ehildrcu to the Government 
schools, where such exist. The growth of the schools at Khartoum aud Omdurman, 
under the Director of Education, is sufficient pioof of this. These schools have been 
enlarged three times. 

“ Education in the districts is still limited to 4 kuttab ’ schools, which can hardly 
be termed education at all. In these the children are taught to read and write, 
and to learn by heart vcases of the Koran, with sometimes a little arithmetic of a very 
primitive order. 

“ Government schools arc hadlv needed at the large centres in the province when 
the Director of Education can raise the necessary teaching staff. 

“ I consider the curriculum, as arranged by the Director of Education, to he by far 
the most suitable, and would advise no alteration, except, perhaps, to suggest that 
English is taught a little too soon. There is a tendency on the part of parents to 
teach their children English before they know their own tongue, w'ith a view to getting 
them early emplo) ed in Government offices. I do not think that any encouragement 
should lie given to this movement.”* 

Colonel Mahon, the Moudir of Ivordofan, writes:— 

“The condition of tho people is, on tho whole, improving. The population is 
increasing everywhere, especially in Dar Hamid; but this district suffered this \ ear 
from want of rain, so the crops were a failure. Many new wells have been opened. 
The gum crop was very good last year, aud the people made a good lot of money 
by it; but lack of capital to provide transport greatly interferes with this trade. The 
cattle trade from tho south is increasing. 


Ste the ri muik^ of Mr. Cunic on tins subject, undei the Lead of “ Education.' 


103 


“ El-Obeid has largely increased in population since last year and also in prosperity, 
but it is handicapped by the partial failure of the grain crop. Kabud has increased in 
population, as also El-Edyia. Duem lias also increased in size and population, and is 
an important trade centre. 

“ I cannot give an estimate of the population of the province, as a great portion 
of it has never been explored; but it has increased .largely in the parts I have visited 
since last year. 

“ The condition of the nomad tribes is, on the whole, satisfactory, though they are 
poor, with tho exception of the Kababisli, Kowaliala, and Ghanabla, who have large 
herds of camels. The Ilomr have a certain amount of cattle and sheep, but all are 
very much scattered, and arc not under a Sheikh or Kazir. The Howasma are also 
much scattered, but have lots of cattle and horses. 

“ The payment of tribute lias caused a little difficulty, but when the question 
of Sheikhsliip is finally settled, I do not think there will be any further difficulty. 

“ Water supply all over Kordofan is limited, and would never be sufficient for 
European colonization. The permanent supply is from wells during and after the 
rainy season, from Gullas, and in the west from Tabeldi trees, which are hollow ed out 
and filled during the rains. 

“ Owing to the size of-the province, and the very small proportion of officials and 
police, it was very difficult to enforce financial Regulations. Kext year, when it is 
hoped that extra officials and police will be allowed, the financial results might be 
much improved. The people, on the whole, are poor. The crops in most places were 
below tlic average this year, on account of the slight rain-fall; also the fall in the 
price of gum lias not tended to add to tlieir prosperity; but with all that, they are 
better off than last year, and, if there is a good rain-fall this season, will be fairly 
prosperous next year. 

“ As regards education, the people are indifferent. 

“ Syphilis is raging all over Kordofan; in fact, there are very few men and women 
in the country not suffering from this or some other venereal disease. 

“ The crime in the province, considering its size, has been remarkably small. 

“The inhabitants, so far as I can judge, are loyal, and are satisfied with the 
present Government. 

“ Trade lias been fairly good, but the habit of merchants at Khartoum advancing 
to Sheikhs and small traders iu Kordofan money and goods under promise of receiving 
gum, &c., from them ought not to bo encouraged, as these Sheikhs and small 
traders promise and sign agreements which it is impossible for them to carryout. 
There are many cases now where Khartoum merchants have got judgments against 
Sheikhs, and the latter have neither money nor property.” 

Major Dwyer, hhe Acting Moudir of Kassaia, writss:— 

“The condition ol'tlie people in this province depends almost entirely on the rain¬ 
fall and the Gash flood. The nomad lives entirely on his cattle, moving about from 
place to place according to _tlie grazing. The remainder depend entirely on tlieir 
cultivation, principally Dliurra. Last year, the rain-fall throughout the province was 
ample, while the Gasli flood, though late, hotter than was anticipated, so that the 
people were able, for the first time since our occupation, to gather a fairly heavy crop, 
of which they arc now getting the benefit, as a certain amount of export trade is 
starting, and is likely to continue and increase, as soon as tribes Irom remote districts 
are able to procure transport. 

“ The debts due to tho Government are being paid off, and each season the area of. 
cultivation increases and the small markets are better patronized. The small trader, 
with his donkey, is now to he met perambulating the country, which is evidence that tho 
condition of the people is improving, though the improvement is, and will he, gradual. 
Jewellers, shoe-makers, dealers in piece-goods, and leather-dressers are now beginning 
to make a little headway, and in Kassaia itself shops are being reopened, instead of 
closing, as in former years. 

“ Gedaref town is flic most disappointing of all the province, hut this is duo to the 
shameful conduct of an official, who has since been removed, lie was tho direct cause 
of nearly all tho artisans, petty traders, and small shop-keepers leaving the district. 
Erom the same cause, trade with Abyssinia was strangled, and Gallabat suffered in 
consequence ; trade connection, once dislocated, is difficult to re-establish. However, 
in the coming year I hope prospects will brighten as far as these two places are con¬ 
cerned, as the crops for tho ensuing season promise well, and the inhabitants have a 
good surplus from this year’-, harvest for export. 

“A good deal of money changed hands at Gedaref between the months of Kovem- 
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her 1900 and June 1901, by means of the gum trade. This was the first year it had 
been tried on anv extensive scale. 

“ The black population of Gedaref has increased by immigration, but I do not 
trust the returns, as these people are very shy and suspicious when questioned as to 
their numbers, owing to their dread of being handed over to the Arabs as servants. 

“ Hound Kassala, the Arab population has increased, and numbers of Toukruris 
have settled down on the Gash; there is no means of getting at the average birth and 
death-rate, but last year, being a healthy year and food comparatively cheap and 
plentiful, more people are seen moving about, and children in fair numbers playing 
outside the villages. 

“ Prom my own observation, I should say that the nomad tribes were decidedly 
prosperous and flourishing. They are in possession of large numbers of sheep and 
goats, and a fair number of oatlle, all of which arc healthy. There is a good market 
established in Kassala, and a fair trade is carried on. Camels can now be obtained 
without difficulty, which formerly was not the case. This, I think, was due greatly to 
the suspicious nature of the Arab character, and the stories circulated that the Govern¬ 
ment used to seize these animals for compulsory work. 

“ Numbers of sheep and goats are bought by traders in the out-districts, and 
exported to other provinces, mostly for purposes of slaughter. 

“More of the nomads arc coming into the market every week, making small 
purchases, which indicates that they cannot be in any need of spare cash. 

“ I think the estimated receipts from royalties on gum (.£ E. 3,000) is excessive, 
and I anticipate a reduction in receipts from this item compared with last year, as this 
year the merchants will not touch gum' except under very favourable conditions. In 
my opinion, fixing the price of the lcantar, on. which royalty is to he paid, is hitting 
the producer very hard, and is likely to interfere with the collection o! gum in the 
future. Gum-collectin'? entails a great deal of hard work, and much discomlort and 
hardship, owing to the long distances these people have to travel—often a day or two 
from water—and the losses they incur by the depredations ol wild animals and birds. 
Anything which tends to discourage a young and growing industry is a pity. Ol one 
tiling we may be quite sure: that the middle-man will not he the loser. 

“ Reviewing the financial situation of the province, the iuhuv is encouraging. 
Larger areas arc under cultivation ; the people have a good stock ol seed ior sowing, 
and a surplus for export, They art' beginning to sow cotton again, which wall 
stimulate trade with Abyssinia. Trade is reviving throughout the entire province, 
the markets are better patronized and the small traders arc increasing. This all 
augurs a veil for the future; though the returns at present may not he as large as 
could ho wished, the province is benefiting and slowly improving. 

“There are no roads worthy of the name in this province. There arc only tracks 
winding along over the open spaces, and in and out among the thorn lm -.ho-. 

“ .Railway extension, more particularly to tap Gedaref, would he the quickest, and, 
indeed, only means to develop and make use of the resources of this fertile province, 
as it only requires the people to cultivate to yield a handsome return. 

“ The small traders are increasing in numbers, hut at Kassala and Gedaref 1 find 
that these people—mostly women—were charged half a piastre a-day lor the privilege 
of sitting in the market, in the sun, with a fcv r poor little articles exposed tor sale. 1 
abolished this tax, with the result that, where there used to be out', there are now a 
score. They pay us indirectly, and turn an honest penny for thenisehes. 

“ Butchers are increasing ; the meat exposed for sale is very good and cheap—24 
to 3 piastres an okc (2f lbs.). 

“ The number of Sakias (water-wheels) in Kassala itself has increased since last 
year. I do not think that any more will he started for the present. There are people 
along the" Athara who would restart their old gardens, hut, uniortunately, I have no 
one here who can make a Salcia nor the pots. 

“ The colony of discharged soldiers, established on the Gash at Kassala, has turned 
out n great success. The original colonists are now independent of Government 
support, and number about 110. Last year, and this year, they had good crops Irom 
the Gash Hood. This year’s crop has not yet been gathered, but promises well. Most 
of the colonists have a donkey, some sheep, goats, and fowls, and they seem quite 
happy and contented. When available, they arc employed on the Public Works, and 
are r cry useful. 

“Those at Gedaref arc not so well-off nor so prosperous as those at Kassala, 
hut they have a little village of their own, and are fairly well*off, and can support 
themselves. 
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“ Slavery does not exist in this province. A large number of so-called servants 
have left their masters and settled down in Kassala and Gedaref. There may he a few 
cases of compulsory service amongst the nomads, hut, as soon as they come within 
reach of Kassala, these blacks leave them. 

“ A school at Kassala and at Gedaref is urgently required. The natives want their 
children educated. I could manage to secure a building temporarily if an efficient 
master could he supplied.” 

Major Blewitt, the Moudir of Easlioda, writes:— 

“jSo taxes were imposed on the native tribes during the year, and the only 
sources of revenue have been from game licences, the royalty on gum and ivory, and 
the purchase of ivory to he resold in Khartoum. 

“ As regards administration, little more has been attempted than to make the 
acquaintance of the various Sheikhs, and settle for them local disputes. It is of great 
importance to try and gain the confidence of the people, as they seem to have an 
extraordinary dread of the “ Turk,” and the former Egyptian rale seems to have been 
very little less dreaded than the Dervish occupation. Eor this reason, M amours and 
police officers should he very carefully selected. At present, the Sheikhs all express 
great delight at once more finding themselves under the Egyptian Government, and 
readily come to the officials when sent for. Eor all that, to gain the real confidence of 
the people will take time, and they should be informed what the scheme of taxation 
is to he as soon as possible. Personally, I always inform them that taxes will 
have to he paid, hut that they will not be heavy, and will not be altered for a stated 
time. 

“ There has been little tribal warfare, except an occasional raid for cattle. 
The Nuers still hold aloof, except those actually settled on the Sobat and Pibor 
Rivers.” 

I conclude with an extract from the Report of Sir Rudolf von Slatin, whose 
opinions derive special weight from his long and intimate knowledge of the country 
and its inhabitants : — 

“The general situation in the Soudan,” he writes, “is, on the whole, satisfactory. 
The population understand that the Government rule is just, and, if orders are given 
which may he against their customs, habits, or traditions, they submit themselves 
willingly, knowing that such steps arc taken for the good of the country. Imports 
and exports are increasing, and it is hoped that the opening of the Bahr-el-Ghazal 
province will enable us to bring india-rubber and gutta-percha in large quantities to 
the market.” 


Conclusion. 

The point of chief importance in connection with the government of the Soudan 
since its reoccupation has been to avoid any serious fiscal or administrative errors at 
starting, which it might possibly have been difficult to rectify later. I ihink it may 
be said that no such errors have been committed. The form of Government is 
suitable to the present very backward condition of the country. It is not a military 
Government, if I rightly understand the use of that very vague and indefinite 
expression. It is a Government which endeavours to carry out the ordinary 
principles of civil administration through the agency of a number of carefully-selected 
officials, most of whom are military officers. It is only necessary to read the Reports, 
which [ have endeavoured to summarize in this despatch, to he convinced that, 
although possibly in connection with some few points the military characteristics of the 
principal officials may he traced, the spirit which inspires the whole Administration is, 
in its essence, not military, hut civil. The main, and, indeed, I may almost say the 
only, objection to the employment of military officers in the civil Government of the 
Soudan is that to which 1 alluded in my last annual Report, namely, their liability 
to be removed at a moment when their services are of the greatest value. It will he 
desirable, in order to obviate this risk, that the military should gradually yield 
to the civil element in the Administration of the Soudan. But I should greatly 
deprecate any brusque change. Under all the circumstances of the case, the 
existing machine of Government, taken as a whole, is probably as good as any that 
could be devised. 

With this administrative machinery, a good deal lias been already effected. 

In the first place, order reigns supreme. Save in some few very remote 
localities, life and property may lie said to be everywhere secure. The ordinary 
principles of civil and criminal justice are applied throughout by far the greater part of 
the country. 

[1527] 2 L 
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In tlie second place, so far as I can gather, the people seem contented. Their 
contentment rests, I believe, on two main grounds. First, there has been no inter¬ 
ference with their religion or religious customs; secondly, they are not overtaxed. 
It must be irksome to the many zealous and competent officials employed in the 
Soudan to see reforms, which to them must appear matters of urgent necessity, post¬ 
poned for want of funds. But I notice with special pleasure that, throughout their 
Reports, the importance of moderation in fiscal matters is fully recognized. A some¬ 
what long experience of the East has led me to attach more importance to low 
taxation than to reforms, however necessary these may, from the European point of 
view, appear. As the revenue grows, and as funds become available, these various 
reforms will be accomplished in the Soudan, as they have, for the most part, been 
already accomplished in Egypt, though I do not doubt that the process of reformation 
will be relatively slow. In the meanwhile, it is greatly to the credit of Sir Reginald 
Wingate, and those serving under him, that, with such limited resources, so much real 
progress should already have been made. 

The main requirement of the Soudan, for the moment, is, as I have already 
mentioned, the improvement of its communications, and notably the establishment of 
connection by rail between the Nile Valley and the Red Sea. When the Engineer 
officers can report with confidence as to the best method of attaining this latter object, 
the funds necessary for the execution of the work shall be forthcoming, and the very 
important question of the labour, through the agency of which the railway shall be 
constructed, will be fully considered. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROWE R. 


No. 34. 

War Office to Foreign Office.—(Received March 4.) 

Sir, War Office , March 3, 1902. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for War to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the ISth January, 1902, forwarding a despatch from Lord Cromer on the 
subject of the prospects of promotion for British officers serving with the Egyptian 
army. 

As regards this representation, I am to point out that service under the Sirdar has 
been rewarded more liberally than military service in other parts of the Empire. The 
honours and rewards bestowed on the army in Egypt has caused heart burnings in India 
and elsewhere; whilst the pay of British officers in the Egyptian army compares net 
unfavourably with the pay of the Staff' Corps officers of the same rank in India, and the 
conditions of life are not less attractive. 

In the case of the two officers instanced by Lord Cromer as officers who would be 
prejudicially affected if they prolonged their Egyptian service under mu-ting rules. 
Brevet-Major (local Lieutenant-Colonel) H. V. Ravenscroft has eleven and a-half years’ 
service, and if he were in the Indian Staff' Corps he would have to wait six and a-half 
years before promotion to a substantive majority, and even if he re\cried to his 
British regiment, it is doubtful whether he would attain such rank with much under 
seventeen years’ service. 

In the case of Major (local Lieutenant-Colonel) Peake, C.M.G., Royal Artillery 
(who has just completed seventeen years’ service), this officer, if promoted on completion 
of his seven years’ service with the Egyptian army, would supersede some 150 officers in 
the Royal Field Artillery, many of whom—indeed, most of whom—have been doing good 
work in South Africa. 

In reply, 1 have to inform you that the Commander-in-chief would be prepared to 
consider the claims of these officers (and others similarly circumstanced) to substantive 
promotion on the half-pay list when these officers would have become eligible for such 
promotion had they reverted to regimental duty; or he would not object to regulating 
the pvpmotion of half-pay officers ^prolonging their service in the Egyptian army) under 
the system applicable to officers of the Indian Staff Corps. 

But in Major Peake’s case it will be seen that he applies for exceptional promotion 
which lie would not obtain under either of these alternatives. He is, no doubt, a 
deserving officer, but, during his six and a-half years’ service in Egypt, he has already 
been rewarded, in addition to medals and clasps, with a C.M.G., a Brevet-Majority, and 
the Fourth Class of the Osmanieh and Medjidie. 
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As regards the contention that Major Peake is entitled to a half-pay Lieutenant- 
Colonelcy under Article 33 of the Royal Warrant, and paragraph 3 of the “ Memorandum 
of Service of British Officers in the Egyptian Army,” I am to observe that the case has 
been considered by the Selection Board, the conclusion arrived at being that the claim is 
inadmissible. 

I am further to state that Mr. Secretary Brodrick is ready to make any relaxation 
which is temporarily necessary, as regards length of service in Egypt, to supply Lord 
Cromer with what officers are needed; and as regards rank, he will endeavour to enact 
a length of service rule such as is applicable to the Indian Staff Corps, and respecting 
which a further communication will be made in due course. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. W. D. WARD. 


No. 35. 

The Earl of Cromer to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 7.) 

(No. 31.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, March 7, 1902. 

NEW Harbour works at Port Said. 

With reference to your Lordship’s telegram No. 24 of the 25th, and your 
Lordship’s despatch No. 34 of the 2Stli ultimo, I would suggest, as offering the best 
chance of a satisfactory solution, that the Director of Works should come on here after 
consultation with the Admiral at Malta, I would not advise his visiting Paris first, 
but he might go there on his return journey. 


No. 36. 

The Earl of Cromer to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 12.) 

(No. 33.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, March 12, 1902. 

THE Egyptian Government have been asked by Mr. Carton de Wiart, an 
Anglo-Belgian lawyer, and M. Quollcnec, the French engineer of the Suez Canal 
Company, to give an undertaking that, for one year, they will not grant to any third 
party a Concession for the construction of a railway on Egyptian territory, to be joined 
to a line coming from Palestine. These gentlemen are acting in the matter with 
Messrs. Vitali of Constantinople. The reason of their present demand is that, unless 
they receive from the Egyptian Government some assurance of the nature stated 
above, they do not think it worth their while to incur all the trouble and expense of 
negotiations at Constantinople. I quite understand this point of view. 

The group is the same as was represented by Colonel Marryat, who had an 
interview some Avliile ago with Sir Thomas Sanderson. 

If it is distinctly laid down that the Egyptian Government retain full liberty of 
action as to the eventual acceptance or rejection of any subsequent proposal which 
may bo submitted to them, I am inclined to recommend that the request be granted. 

Does the proposal meet with your Lordship’s approval ? My own view on the 
general questions is that we need not resist the construction of the line, provided that, 
for a considerable distance, it runs quite close to the sea-coast. 

I have repeated this telegram to llis Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople. 
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No. 37. 


The Earl of Cromer to the Marquess of Lansdoiune.—[Received Maich 17.) 


(No. 32.) 

My Lord, Cairo, March 4, 1902. 

I HAVE tlie honour to inclose a supplement to the “ Official Journal,”* in which 
the accounts of the Egyptian Government for the year 1901 arc published. 

The results, in round numbers, are as follow’s 

£ u. 

Re\ enue .. .. .. .. .. .. 12,160,000 

Expenditure .. .. .. .. 11,306,000 

Suiplus . <, 761,000 


On the revenue side of the account is included a sum of £ E. 216,000, which, 
under an arrangement made some years ago, when the land tax was reduced, is paid 
annually to the Egyptian Government by the Caisse clc la Let to. 

On the other hand, the following items are included on the expenditure side of 
the account:— 

£ E. 

Sinking Fund (Guaranteed Loan) .. .. .. 64,000 

Contusion economies „. .. .. .. 265,000 

Genual Reseive "Fund .. .. .. .. 1,143,000 


'lotal 


1,472,000 


If the items mentioned above be deducted from 
following result is obtained :— 

Ilet enue ,. 

Kxpendituie 


either side of the account, the 


£ E. 

11,044,000 

9,921,000 


Surplus 


1,920,000 


In other words, after paying the cost of administration, including £ E. 117,000 
for the Soudan, and after providing for the payment of interest on the Debt, a true 
surplus of nearly 2 millions sterling remained over. 

The accumulated economies, resulting from the conversion of the preference 
stock in 1889, now amount to £ E. 1,490,500. 

A sum of £ E. 3,795,000 stands to the credit of the General Reserve Fund. Of 
this amount, £ E. 2,839,000 is pledged to expenditure of various sorts, mostly public 
works, thus leaving an unpledged balance of £ E. 956,000. 

A sum of £ E. 1,287,000 stands to the credit of the Special Reserve Eund. Of 
this amount, £ E. 567,000 is pledged to expenditure in the Soudan, mostly on 
railways, thus leaving an unpledged balance of £ E. 720,000. 

Lebt to the extent ol 416,000/.f was paid off during the past year. The 
outstanding capital of the Egyptian Lebt now amounts to 103,265,000/., of which 
8,265,000/, is held by the Commissioners of the Lebt, thus leaving a balance of about 
95,000,000/. in the hands of the public. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER. 


No. 38. 

The Earl of Cromer to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 22.) 

(No. 40.) 

My Lord, Cairo, March 14, 190i. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a let It i, 
inclosing a Memorandum, which has been addressed to the Egyptian Minister of 
Finance by Messrs. Carton dc Wiart and Quellennec, on the subject of the proposed 


'* ftot j ljuteil. 


t I lie fguifb foi the D*bt uu g un in iterlu g, not in Egyptian cuirti.ij. 
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construction of a railway line to connect Egypt and Palestine, regarding which 
I have recently had the honour to communicate with your Lordship by telegraph. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 38. 

MM. Carton de Wiart and Quellennec to Ahmed Pasha. 

M. le Ministre, _ Le Caire , le 6 Mars, ] 902. 

LEPUIS 1897 les Soussignes s’oeeupent avec quelques autres personnes dc 
Petudc d’un chernin de for devant relier l’Egypte a la Palestine et a la Syric; ils ont 
fait fairc sur les lienx une reconnaissance detaillec do la premiere section dc eette 
iigne, comprise entre Kantara sur la rive Asie du Canal de Suez et Sedjed, station du 
chemin dc for de Jaffa a Jerusalem, et ils ont fait dresser nn avant-projet complet 
pour eette section dont la longueur serait do 300 kilom., savoir : 220 kilom. sur terrain 
figypticn entre Kantara et Ralfa par El Ariclie, et 80 kilom. sur territoire Ottoman 
entre Raffa et Sedjed. Cette ligne principalo serait completee par un embrancliomont 
d’une quarantainc de kilometres entre Kantara et Port-Said sur la rive Asie du Canal 
de Suez. L’eeartement de la voie serait de 1‘5 metres, pour etre raccordee aux lignes 
Ottomanes dc Syric ct do Palestine. 

Les Soussignes et lours assoeids se sont assures les moyens techniques et 
financiers necessaires pour mcner eette entreprise a bonne fin; ils se sont dgalc- 
mont assures les concours necessaires pour traitor a Constantinople la question de 
la Concession sur temtoire Ottoman et du raccordoment a la frontidre. 

La ligne projetec no pouvant avoir d’utilite pratique quo si la partie sur temtoire 
Ottoman peut etre construite en memo temps quo la partie Egyptienne, les Soussignes 
et leurs associes pensent qu’il n’est pas a propos de fornuilor des aujourd’hui une 
demandede Concession forme au Gouverneimmt Egyptien, mais ils estiment aussi qu’il 
cst impossible d’engager des negociations ofiicielles a Constantinople sans avoir ohtenu 
prealablement 1’assuranco qu’en eas de reussite dc ce cdte, la Concession sur territoire 
Egyptien leur sera accordee. 

Les Soussignes viennent cn consequence vous demander, M. le Ministre, de vouloir 
hien lenr fairc savoir si le Gouvernoment cst dispose ii leur aceorder a option pour le 
tonne d’une annee la dite Concession. 

Dans le cas d’une reponsc fatorablo, les Soussignes s’ongagcraient a presenter 
ii 1’agrement du Gouvernoment Egyptien aussitot la Concession obtenue a Constanti¬ 
nople, un groupe financier garantissant 1’execution de la ligne projetec eonfovmement 
aux clauses et conditions d’un acte dc Concession et d’un cahier des charges a 6tahlir 
par la Commission des Concessions et suivant un trace sur territoire Cgyptien approuvd 
par le Gouverncmont. 

La Concession domandec pour une duree do soixante-dix ans no comporterait, do 
la part du Gouvernoment Egyptien, aucune gavantie d’interet; mais la ligne jirojetee 
dont le trafic no se developpera quo lentement, traversant de vastes territoires 
mculles, les Soussignes demandent quo le long de la voie de Kantara a la frontidre, des 
terrains soient codes aux conccssionnaires cn toule propriety en des points et suivant 
des dimensions a determiner d’un commun accord. 

Si dans lo delai d’un an, les negociations n’avaient pas pu ahoutir it Constanti¬ 
nople en forme definitive, par suite des difficulty's administratives, une prolongation 
du dclai ei-dessus pourrait etre accordee aux Soussignes moyennant le dep6t d’un 
cautionnemcnt a fixer par la Commission des Concessions. 

Yeuillez, &c. 

(Signe) L. CARTON LE WIART. 

E. QUELLENNEC. 


1 ) 527 ] 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 38. 

Memorandum. 

DEPUIS 1897 MM. Carton de Wiart, Quellennec, ct quelques amis s’occupaiont 
des etudes d’un chemin de fer devant fiventuellement raccorder la ligne de Jafi'a- 
J6rusalem avec la rive Asie du Canal de Suez, eu face d’Isma'ilia ou de Port- 
Said. 

Comrae il s’agissait d’un reseau international et d’une Concession, qui, pour 
environ un quart du parcours a effectuer, etait en territoire Ottoman, le Representanfc 
du Gouvernemcnt Britannique fut pressenti, et le projet lui fut sounds. 

La question fut referee au Foreign Office, et le Colonel Marryatt, R.E., Admini- 
strateur Delegue des Chemins de Fer du Delta, qui, a titre prive, faisait partie du 
groupe, eut diverses entrevues avec Sir Thomas Sanderson. 

Ensuite de ces pourparlers le projet fut legdrement modiffe, la ligne rapprochee 
du rivage de la raer, et le point de depart fix6 a Kantara. 

En m£me temps, des ndgociations furent entamecs pour le rachat eventual de la 
ligne Jaffa-Jdrusalem, et son incorporation a la Societe Anglaise a former pour la 
ligne projetee. 

D’un autre cdtd, la maison Vitali traitait avec M. Quellennec pour l’obtention de 
la Concession en territoire Ottoman, et faisait tater le terrain a Constantinople. 

Elle nous informe aujourd’hui qu’elle est en mesure de poursuivre utilement 
l’obtention de la Concession Ottomane, mais que—avant de s’avancer davantage— 
elle desire savoir si elle peut dventuellement compter sur l’obtention par notre groupe 
de la Concession Bgyptienne. 

MM. Carton de Wiart, Quellennec, et consorts vont done demander au Gouverne- 
ment Fgyptien de leur aecorder dventuellement la Concession de la ligne projetee, et 
d’un embranchement vers les salines de Port-Said. La Concession ne serait donnee 
qu’apr&s l’approbation du tracd provisoire par l’lngdnicur du Gouvcrnement, et du 
projet financier par le Ministre des Finances, tant au point de vue du projet meme 
que des personnalites qui en auraient la gestion; niais dans l’intervalle, et pendant 
une periode d’une annee, le Gouvernement n’accorderait a personne autre la Concession 
telle qu'elle est demandee. 

A l’expiration de ce ddlai, ou d6s que la Concession Ottomane aura etc 
accordee, MM. Carton de Wiart, Quellennec, et consorts aurout a se mettre eu 
rbgle pour 1’obtention de la Concession definitive, ou sinon pour une prorogation 
de delai moyennant un cautionnement a determiner par la Commission des Con¬ 
cessions. 

Le Caire, le 16 Fe'vrier , 1902. 


No. 39. 

Admiralty to Foreign Office. —{Received March 24.) 

Sir, Admiralty, March 22, 1902. 

WITH reference to Foreign Office Memorandum of the 7th March, 1902, inclosing 
copy telegram No. 31 from Lord Cromer, in which it is proposed that the Director 
of Admiralty Works should, after consulting with the Naval Commander-in-chief at 
Malta, proceed to Cairo to discuss the Suez Canal Company’s proposals with Lord Cromer 
for -the transfer of Admiralty land at Port Said to the Company, I am commanded 
by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to draw the attention of the Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs to Admiralty letter of the 27th February, 1902, in which 
the views of the Admiralty in regard to the proposed widening of the Canal and the 
improvement scheme generally are set out. 

2. My Lords in that letter indicated that, while they were anxious to in no way 
prevent the carrying out of the scheme, it appeared to them that it could be so 
modified as to enable the Admiralty to retain an area of land corresponding to that 
which they have at present along the Canal front without in any way impairing the 
efficiency of the Company’s proposals. 

3. Since that letter, a communication has been received from you dated the 5th 
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March, 1902,* in which the details of the proposed exchanges of land are indicated. 
These are quite unacceptable, and my Lords have no choice except to decline them. 

4. It is assumed that when the Admiralty suggestions set out in the letter above 
referred to are considered by the Suez Canal Company, a further communication will 
be received from Lord Cromer on the matter with an amended scheme, and until this 
has been considered by my Lords the Director of Works will not be in a position to 
discuss the details of this question. They therefore do not see how his proposed visit 
to Cairo under present conditions would promote a satisfactory solution, but no doubt 
Lord Cromer will write more fully in explanation of the reason of his telegram. The 
state of the matter under discussion and the local conditions are thoroughly under¬ 
stood by my Lords, and the general principles can be decided upon in this country. 

5. I am, however, to state that Mr. Pretyman, M.P., the Civil Lord of the 
Admiralty, will bo passing through Paris between the 16th and 20th April on return¬ 
ing from the Mediterranean, and he could then discuss the matter with the Directors 
of the Suez Canal Company if such proposal is acceptable to the Secretary of State. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


No. 40. 

Foreign Office to Admiralty. 

Sir, Foreign Office, March 27, 1902. 

I HAVE laid before the Marquess of Lansdowne your letter of the 22nd instant 
relative to the proposed exchange of land at Port Said between the Admiralty and the 
Suez Canal Company. 

I am directed by Lord Lansdowne to inform you that he sees no objection to 
Mr. Pretyman discussing the matter with the Directors of the Company at Paris, 
provided it is first ascertained, by consultation with Sir John Stokes, that such a course 
of procedure will be likely to contribute to a settlement. 

A copy of your letter under reply will be sent to His Majesty’s Agent and Consul- 
General at Cairo by the mail of the 28th instant. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) T, H. SANDERSON. 


No. 41. 


7 he Earl of Cromer to the Marquess of Lansdoivne.—{Received March 31.) 

(No. 41. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Cairo, March 18, 1902. 

A QUESTION having been raised as to the exact line of the frontier between 
Egypt and Turkey on the East, i.e., between the Mediterranean and the Gulf of Akaba, 
the subject has been carefully considered by Count Gleichen, Director of the Intelligence 
Department, and Boutros Pasha, Egyptian Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

I have now the honour to inclose herewith— 

1. Copy of a letter from Boutros Pasha to Count Gleichen. 

2. Copy of a letter from Count Gleichen to the Commandant of the Sinai Peninsula, 
containing instructions as to the line which is to be considered as the eastern frontier of 
Egypt. 

3. Copy of a sketch map showing the places mentioned in the letter forming Inclo¬ 
sures 2 and 3.f 

Count Gleichen has supplied a copy of his letter of instructions to the Com¬ 
mandant of the Sinai Peninsula to Boutros Pasha both in Arabic and in English. 

From the inclosures above mentioned your Lordship will perceive that, though the 
more easterly line is regarded as the true frontier by the Egyptian Government, it docs 
not intend for the moment to extend its authority further than the line passing through. 
Rafeh, El-Gurieh, El-Mskduba, Jebel-el-Helal, El-Munbat, See., to Akaba. 


Sending fiord Cromer’s despatch, No. 21, February 20, 1902. 


f Not printed. 
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In view of the arrangement arrived at at the time of the Firman of Investiture of the 
Khedive in April 1892, I concur in the views of the Egyptian Government as regards the 
eastern frontier. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER. 

P.S.—A copv of this despatch has been sent to Constantinople. 

C. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 41. 
Boutros Pasha to Count Gleichcn. 


Mon clier Comte, Le 11 Mars, 1902. 

EN reponse a votre lettre du 5 courant, j-’ai 1’honneur de vous informer que le 
Gouvernement partage votre manure de voir, a savoir, que, prenant pour base les limites 
indiqudes dans la lettre de Lord Cromer en date du 1-1 Avril, 1892, nous devons 
considdrer coniine frontiere de l’Egypte la route de Raf’eh. El-Wedjh, El-Mueilali, &c,, 
Nakbel Akaba, Akaba. 

Mais en attendant que vous ayez des renseignements compleinentaires, le Couvcrnc- 
ment ne voit pas d’objcctions a ee que vous ecriviez an Commandant de Naldil dc ne pas 
chercher, pour le moment, a. etendre son autorite au dela de la route Raheb-El-Gurieh- 
El-Makdaba-Jebel-el-Helal, &c.-Akaba. 

Je vous serai oblige, man cher Comte, de m’envoyer copie de vos instructions uu 
Commandant de NakhI, afin qu’on puisse les communiquer au Couverneuv de 
El-Arish. 


Veuillez, &c. 

(Signe) BOUTROS G1TALI. 


Inelosure 2 in No. 41. 

Count Gleichen to the Commandant, Sinai Peninsula. 

Soudan Agent’s Office, Cairo, March 13, 1902. 

IN answer to your letter of the 19th January last, asking what is the exact boundary 
of the Sinai Peninsula to the oast, I herewith inclose you a sketch map, and have to 
inform you that the Egyptian Government considers that the boundary extends from the 
Mediterranean Sea at Rafeh (wheic tvo pillars mark the frontier) in a south-easterly 
direction to Akaba, on the Gulf of that name, along the road passing through El-Ogah, 
El-Mwelah, El-Kassaymah, Uref-en-Naka, and Nakb-el-Akaba, as marked on the accom. 
panying map. 

In order to obtain further information about the tribes to tiie west of the above line, 
it is intended to send a coast-guard patrol in two or three months, from Rafeh in a 
southerly diiection, to NakhI, and perhaps to Akaba; but treat this matter as confidential. 

For the present, therefoie, sou will not extend your authority eastwards of the line 

Haleb - El-Gurieh-El-Makdaba-Jehel-cl-Helal-El-Munbat-Mashash-el-Kantilla-Nakb-el- 

Ak aba-Akaba. 

Meanwhile, please collect information as to the Tarabin Tayaha, Azazima, and Lahawat 
tribes, more especially as to their locality, numbers, Sheikhs, and divisions, and to whom 
they pay allegiance or tribute. 

It would be useful if you could send me a rough map of the country on each side of 
the frontier showing the localities of the different tribes and the position of the places 
which you mention in your previous reports, as I have no good map of those parts. 

Please send this information as soon as possible. 

The Governor of El-Arish is being sent a copv of this letter. 

(Signed) ' GLEICHEN, Mir ala i, 

Director of Intelligence, Cairo. 
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No. 42. 

The Earl of Cromer to the Men guess of Lansdowne.—(Received April 7.) 


(No. 44.) 

My Lord, Cairo, March 28, 1902. 

AS your Lordsliip is aware, by the terms of Article 18 of the Kliedivial Decree 
of the 27th July, 1885, the annual sum devoted to meet the working expenses of the 
Egyptian Railway Administration was fixed at 45 per cent, of the gross receipts. 
Experience has shown that this amount is insufficient, more especially in view of the 
growing requirements of the country due to agricultural extension and increased 
prosperity, to enable the railway system to have proper scope for development and 
improvement. 

The Egyptian Government now propose that this amount should he increased to 
55 per cent, of the gross receipts, a figure which, it is believed, after full consideration 
of the circumstances, will he sufficient to meet the present necessities of the case. To 
this change, the consent of the Signatory Powers is, of course, required; but as the 
Commissioners of the Debt have expressed themselves favourably on the subject, l do 
not anticipate that any difficulty will ho experienced in obtaining this consent. 

Under these circumstances, as the proposed modification appears to me to be, in 
all respects, a very desirable measure, I venture to recommend it to your Lordship’s 
favourable consideration, and I should he glad to receive authority to signify the con¬ 
currence of His Majesty’s Government to the Decree inclosed herewith. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 42. 

Boutros Pasha to the Earl of Cromer. 

(Circulaire.) Ministere des Affaires Etrangeres, le Caire, 

Milord, le 27 Mars, 1902. 

LES credits ouverts pour les depecses ordinaires des chemins de fev ayant etc 
fixes par 1’Article 18 du Decret du 27 Juillet, 1885, a la proportion de 45 pour cent 
des recettes brutes, l’Administration des Chemins de Per a exposb que, actuellement, 
eette proportion est insuffisante pour assurer dans des conditions satisfaisantes l’enlre- 
tien et l’exploitation regulierc de son reseau. Cependant, elle considere com me un 
devoir do rbaliser ces ameliorations indispensahles, et elle vient d’appeler sur cette 
situation 1’attention duGouvernement. 

Partageant cettc manibre de voir, le Gouvernement a rcconnu que le chiffre de 
45 pour cent, arrete a une epoque deja ancienne et dans des conditions hien 
diiferentcs do eelles qui existent actuellement, ne repond plus aux besoins presents. 
II estime, toutefois, qu’il serait difficile de fixer, dbs maintenant, a titre permanent, 
une proportion permettant d’assurer d’une manibre constante le resultat envisage par 
1’ Ad ministration des Chemins de Per, sans courir 1c risque de laisser la porte ouverte 
a une surelevation de depenses, superieure an strict necessaire. 

Dans 1’opinion du Gouvernement, la meilleure solution consisterait a obtenir des 
Puissances la faculte de varier la proportion chaque annee, d’aprbs les exigences 
de la situation, tout en determinant nne limite maximum pour la securite des 
creances. 

Dans cet ordre d’idees, le Gouvernement de Son Altesse a prepare un projet de 
Dbcret, dont j’ai l’honneur de vous adresser ci-joint trois exemplaires, en vous priant 
de vouloir hien le soumettre a h approbation de votre Gouvernement. 

Dans cette combinaison, le Budget des Depenses des Chemins dc Per pourra, 
avee le consentmcnt prealahle de la Caisse de la Dette, etre majore, le cas 
eeheant jusqu’a concurrence de 55 pour cent des recettes brutes de cette Admi¬ 
nistration. 

Ea Caisse de la Dette, consultee sur cette proposition, a emis un avis favorable, 
tout en faisant remarquer que le budget des dbpenses d’exploitation, d’entretien, 
et d’amelioration des chemins de fer devra etre etabli de mauibre a ce que les 
recettes nettes de cette Administration, augmentees des autres affectations dc la Dette 
Privilegin'. suffisent en premier lieu aux charges resultant de la dite dette et 
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do l’annuitd destinde au remboursement des avances conscnfcies par la Caissc do la 
Dctte. 

Le Gouvernement de Son Altesse ne voit aucune difficult^ a accepter cette con¬ 
dition ; et il cspdre, Milord, quo le Gouvcrnement de Sa Majeste n’hesitera pas a 
tdmoigner une nouvelle fois du bienveillant interet qu’il portc a la prospoiitc de l’Egypte. 
si intimement liee it l’amelioration de son reseau ferre, en donnant son adliesion a la 
promulgation du Decret. 

Je vous serai reconnaissant, Milord, de mo px'etcr votre obligeant concours pour 
obtcnir du Gouvernement de Sa Majeste, aussitbt quo possible, son assentiment, et je 
saisis, &c. 

(Signe) BOUTROS GI1ALI. 


Inclosure 2 in Mo. 42. 

Decree. 

NOUS, Khedive d’Egypte, 

Sur la proposition de notre Conseil des Ministres et avee I’assentiment dcs 
Puissances Signataires de la Convention de Londres du 17 Mars, 18S5, 

Ddcrdtons : 

Article l er . Le budget des depenses des cliemin de for, fixe a 45 pour cent de 
leurs recettes brutes, parl’Article 18 du Decret du 27 Juillet, I8S5, pourra exccption- 
nellement, sur la demande du Gouvernement, ct avee le consentement prcalablc dc la 
Commission de la Dctte, etre majore, sans toutefois quo les credits diverts puisseut 
exedder le 55 pour cent des recettes brutes. 

Art. 2. Notre Ministre des Finances est charge de l’execution du present 
Ddcret. 


No. 43. 

Admiralty to Foreign Office.—(Received April 10.) 

/ 

Sir, Admiralty, April 9, 1902, 

WITS reference to Admiralty letter of the 8th February last, I am commanded by 
my Loi’ds Commissioners of the Admiralty to request you will move the Marquess of 
Lansdowne to be good enough to cause the French Government to be informed that 
His Majesty’s ship “ Thistle,” under the command of Lieutenant and Commander E. >S. 
Houseman, will take the pi ape of His Majesty’s ship “ Buzzard” on tho Newfoundland 
Fisheries, the latter vesseljmving been ordered home to pay off. 

/ I am, &c. 

/ (Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


No. 44. 

The Earl of Cromer to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received April 1L.) 

(No. 42.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, April 11, 1002. 

HAYING taken the opinion of the legal and executive authorities here, I have 
authorized the seizure of some important papers belonging to the Young Turk parly. 
These papers are now in my possession. 

I have taken this action in consequence of information which has reached me, to 
the effect that the Khedive was endeavouring to got possession of these documents 
with a view, it is believed, partly to destroy those by which he is himself compromised, 
and partly in order to gain tho favour of the Sultan by forwarding to Constantinople 
the remainder of the correspondence. This latter step would have involved the 
adoption of very severe measures against a large number of persons in different parts 
of the Ottoman Empire. 

The police authorities stated most positively that, as the people compromised 


No. 43. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to the Earl of Cromer. 

(No. 64.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office, April 10, 1902. 

I HAVE received your Lordship’s despatch No. 44 of the 28th ultimo, forwarding 
a Khedivial Decree which it is proposed to issue for the purpose of authorizing an 
expenditure on the working expenses of the Egyptian Railway Administration of an 
annual sum amounting to 55 per cent, of the gross receipts, instead of 45 per cent., 
which is the limit of annual expenditure fixed by the terms of Article 18 of the 
Khedivial Decree of the 27tli July, 1885. . 

1 authorize your Lordship to signify the concurrence of His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment in the proposed Decree. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 
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were quite desperate, the Tvhedive’s life would he in serious danger should he obtain 
possession of the papers. I was not prepared, in view of this declaration, to take 
the responsibility of inaction. 

I trust that my proceedings will meet with your Lordship's approval. I have 
repeated this telegram to His Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople. 


No. 45. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to the Earl of Cromer. 

(No. 32.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office , April 11, 1902. 

1 HAVE received your telegram No. 42 of to-day’s date relative to the seizure 
of certain papers belonging to members of the “ Jeune Turquie” party. Your action 
was, I feel sure, necessary in the public interest, and has my approval. 

I think it better not to trouble you with questions for the present, but as we 
may receive protests, you should be prepared to give us full information as to the 
advice on which you acted and as to the agency which you employed. 


No. 46. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O'Conor. 

(No. 127.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, April 1G, 1902. 

THE Turkish Ambassador informed me to-day that he had been instructed by the 
Turkish Government to call my attention to rumours which had reached them of an 
intended Italian expedition to Tripoli. 

It was believed that an Italian squadron was likely to bombard certain military 
positions on the coast and to land troops. The Turkish Government desired our 
advice, and was anxious to know what amount of support they would receive from His 
Majesty’s Government should such events occur. 

I told Anthopoulo Pasha that, in my opinion, these rumours were quite unworthy 
of attention. Not only had we no confirmation of them, but I had been reading this 
morning an article which had been forwarded by our Ambassador at Home from the 
“Tribuna,” a paper which had a semi-official character, in which these reports wore 
contradicted in the most decided language. I told his Excellency that he was quite 
at liberty to say that His Majesty’s Government attached no credence to them. 

The Ambassador expressed much relief, but begged mo to look particularly at the 
statement recently made by Signor Prinetti, in which ho had apparently said that the 
Italian Government had no immediate intention of sending an expedition to Tripoli. 
The word “ immediate ” was, lie thought, very suggestive of ulterior designs. 

I said that I had not noticed the expression quoted by Vs Excellency, and that I 
would refer to the speech in question. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 


No. 47. 

Hanna Wahba to the Marquess of Lansdowne .— (Received April 17.) 

(Telcgraphique.) En clair. Cairo, April 17, 1902. 

•JE prends libertc soumettre votre Seigneurie mes plaintes concernant aete 
arbitraire commis au prejudice ordre public. -Tamais depuis occupation Anglaise rien 
de pared n’cut lieu. Cot acte fut perpetre au su et avee approbation de Lord Cromer 
ot du Ministhre Jfigyptien. Commandant de Police envahit etablissemcnl, saisio legale- 
ment, enhtve scelles du Tribunal, et emporter documents relatifs Association de mes 
clients et materiaux imprimerie. II los porta Agenee Britanniquc. Je soliicite 
enquete dans l’interet loi, libertc, justice, garantie des droits et de l’ordre general 
<>t privd.— Hanna Wahba, Avocat, Cairo, Boulevard Mohamed Aly, No. 126. 
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No. 48. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to the Earl of Cromer. 

(No. 35.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, April 17, 1902. 

WIT IT reference to your telegram No. 42 of the lltli instant. 

A telegram has been received from an advocate, named llanna Wahba, who 
gives his address as 126, Boulevard Mohamed Ali, in which protest is made against 
the seizure of documents relating to the association of Lis clients and printing mate¬ 
rials which have been deposited in the British Agency by tire Egyptian Commandant 
of Police. 

I will send you a copy by bag to-morrow. 

I propose to acknowledge the telegram and tell him that we will make 
inquiries. 


No. 49. 

The Earl of Cromer to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received April 18.) 

(No. 47. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, April 18, 1902. 

WITH reference to your Lordship’s telegram No. 35 of yesterday’s date, 1 learn 
on inquiry that the man who has telegraphed to your Lordship, and whose correct 
name is Hanna Wahha, is an individual of the lowest character, and one of the worst 
types of the legal profession. 

I venture to submit that, under these circumstances, it is unadvisable that his 
protest should receive any notice at your Lordship’s hands. 

I am sending to your Lordship by next mail a full report on the seizure of the 
papers in question. 


No. 50. 

The Ecu l of Cromer to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received April 28.) 

(No. 59. Confidential.) 

Mv Lord, Cairo, April 14, 1902. 

I HAVE the honour to submit to your Lordship some further information 
and observations respecting the seizui e of papers belonging to the “Young Turk” 
party, which formed the subject of my telegram No. 42 of the lltli instant. 

The train of circumstances which has led uj) to the adoption of this measure is 
perhaps somewhat lengthy, hut as, independently of its hearing on the question at 
issue, it is characteristic of certain phases of litigious proceedings in this country, 
I venture to draw your Lordship’s attention to the main points of the case. 

Early in 1899 a printing-office was opened in Caiio by two members of the 
Young Turk party, named Khoja Kadri and Saleh Gamal, for the purpose of pub¬ 
lishing a newspaper, “ El-Ivanoun el-Kssassi,” in the interests of their propaganda. 
As compared with other organs of the same type, the tone of this paper was moderate. 
Shortly after its foundation, a certain Tonali Ali, who professed Young Turk principles, 
but was believed to be acting under the instructions of one Iskender Trad, a Syrian 
'•py in the employ of the Sultan, put forward a claim to the printing-office, as liaviim 
been purchased with the funds of the Young Turk Society “ El-JLttchad,” in whose 
name he demanded restitution of the property. After a law-suit which lasted for a 
year, judgment was given in favour of the original founders. 

Meanwhile, Saleh Gamal, fearing an adverse judgment, had signed a fictitious 
bond to a Russian subject employed in the office, whereby the latter was recognized 
as a partner in the undertaking, he giving to Saleh, at the same time, a document 
establishing the fictitious nature of the agreement. The object of this proceeding 
was to be in a position to submit the ease to the Mixed Courts, in the event of an 
unfavourable decision of the Native Tribunals. 

At some moment during the procedure in these cases, a “ saisie conservatoire ” 
was made; and the lluissier affixed his seal to a desk which was said to contain a 
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number of documents highly compromising to many persons both in Turkey and 
abroad. 

A short while after Khoja Kadri and Saleh Gamal had resumed possession of 
their printing-office, the Russian subject (a certain Tewfik Malirami) abstracted from 
Saleh’s pocket his own acknowledgment, and sold the original deed of partnership to 
a man named Bahari Riza. This latter brought an action against the original 
partners, and demanded, in order to satisfy his claims, the liquidation of the concern. 
The Native Court gave judgment in favour of Bahari Riza, with provisional 
execution, and named as Official Liquidator a former “ Chef do Bureau ” 
of the Khedive, one Youssef Izzet Easha. Saleh Gamal appealed against this 
decision. Meanwhile, the Official Liquidator had taken possession of the plant, &c. 
There only remained the desk containing the compromising documents. This was 
protected by the seal of the Court, as I have already described. The date for the 
hearing of the appeal having been fixed for the 10th of this month, it would seem 
that the Liquidator, or those in whose interest he acted, determined to get possession 
of these papers. lie accordingly applied for, and obtained, an order of the Court for 
the removal of the seals. This measure greatly alarmed the Young Turks. They, 
therefore, hastily associated with themselves a Ercnch subject, named Guimbard, who 
went to the office with a dragoman of his Consulate, and, as the lluissier of the Court 
was about to remove the seals, declared himself a partner and demanded to withdiaw 
certain papers, which were his private property. The lluissier took note of the 
declaration, and suspended further proceedings. 

Two days afterwards the Young Turks learned, as I am informed, that Guimbard 
had been induced to renounce his claim, and that the liquidation would consequently 
go forward. They thus found themselves beaten on all points, and wore hopeless of 
securing the papers, save by desperate means. 

I should not omit to mention that my attention was first drawn to these papers 
at the commencement of the first law suit in 1899. A member of the Y r cghon branch 
of the Kliedivial Eamily, usually residing at Constantinople, called on me and stated 
that it was feared that, owing to the machinations of Iskender Trad, a number of most 
important documents were about to come into the Sultan’s possession, a circumstance 
which would involve the ruin of many Turkish families. I sent the informant to the 
Procure ur-General. 

This narrative—for the length of which 1 beg to again express my regret—brings 
the matter to the date of the 10th instant, on which I intervened. 

Reports had, for some while past, reached me from several quarters to the effect 
that the members of the Young Turk party, both in Egypt and elsewhere, were 
watching with painful interest the issue of the struggle which, practically, centred 
around these documents. On the other hand, I could not fail to be impressed with the 
sentiment of profound mistrust with which these men are animated as regards ILL 
Highness the Khedive, in view of his relations with Constantinople. Much must, of 
course, be allowed for the exaggeration to which prejudice, ignorance, and excitement 
give rise. But the fact remains that it is impossible to eradicate from the mind of a 
large portion of the Egyptian people the belief that His Highness is constantly 
endeavouring to conciliate the good-will of the Sultan by handing over to Ilis 
Majesty, by one means or another, such persons as are considered—rightly or wrongly 
—to be concerned in the propagation of ideas and principles opposed to those now 
entertained at Yildiz Kiosk. J ne< d not, on this occasion, trouble your Lordship with 
examples of the proceedings which have given rise to those reports; I need only state 
the fact that, unfortunately, the reports are very prevalent and generally credited. 

A further circumstance has recently tended to give more consistency to the 
popular view. The Khedive has always possessed a tendency to adopt, on a smaller 
scale, the personal espionage system which is so well known at Constantinople. 
Hitherto, the chief agents of this system have been subordinate officers of the Palace, 
ex-officers of the police, and men of a similar type. These, though capable of working 
a good deal of mischief, wore comparatively harmless. At present, however, ILis 
Highness is greatly under the influence of a certain Ahmed Bey Ariss, whom he has 
recently taken into his service. This man is of a different and more formidable 
character; he was at one time Chief of Police at Beyrout, and in that office incurred 
the general execration of (lie inhabitants, both Moslem and Christian, by his unscru¬ 
pulous acts of tjianny and intrigue . be ua-> eventually removed from his post and 
exiled. He came to Egypt last year, and first eune into notice in connection with the 
Leon Eelimy incident, the facts of which will he within your Lordship’s recollection. 
Since then, Ariss has firmly established himself in the Khedive’s confidence, and ho is 
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now the leading spirit in all matters regarding persons who may have incurred the 
displeasure or lie under the suspicion of His Highness or of the Sultan. By his energy, 
his total want of scruple, and his skill in never placing himself within the reach ot the 
law, he has succeeded in establishing almost a terror amongst the people, more espe¬ 
cially amongst those connected with the Young Turk party, against whom his efforts, 
are mainly directed. It may, therefore, be readily understood that when it was 
reported that Ahmed Bey Ariss was commissioned, by some means or other, to obtain 
possession of the disputed papers, the alarm amongst the Young Turk party reached a 
climax. 

On the 9th instant Mr. Mansfield, the Head of the Cairo City Police, called on 
me, and stated that he was very uneasy as regards the question of these documents. 
Information which he believed to be trustworthy had reached him to the effect that, 
whilst the agents of the Khedive would hesitate at nothing to obtain the papers, the 
members of the Young Turk party were desperate, and should they see themselves 
and their friends—as they considered—irretrievably ruined, they would not improbably 
make an attack on the Khedive’s person. 

At the same time as I received this communication from Mr. Mansfield I had 
received verbal warnings through some of my staff, and also telegrams, both indi¬ 
cating the existence of a violent frame of mind on the part of the Young Turks, 
and imploring me to intervene, lest worse should happen. 

Under these circumstances, I lost no time in consulting the legal and executive 
advisers of the Egyptian Government, and inviting their opinions as to the best course 
to adopt. 

After carefully weighing the facts of the case, it was decided that, the Ministry 
of the Interior should, as an administrative act in the public interest, take possession 
of the papers and hold them in safe keeping. On the morning of the 11th instant, 
therefore, Mr. Mansfield vent to the printing-office, opened the seals of the desk, 
securely fastened up and resealed the packet of papers, and brought them to His 
Majesty’s Agency, where they still remain unopened, under lock and key. 

My motives for taking this measure will, I venture to think, be clear to your 
Lordship. I was in presence of a situation which left me no choice between the 
adoption of a course which, although unusual, is not without many admitted prece¬ 
dents in countries where the law is administered under the French Code, or else a 
policy of total inaction, of which, after the information I had received, I was not 
prepared to assume the responsibility. 

“Whilst fully recognizing that there might very probably be no real foundaHon 
for the threats of proposed violence to be employed against the Khedive, ' mid 
not disguise to myself the fact that the existence of language of tin's mdure, 
coupled with the over-excited state of a by no means contemptible section of the 
population—and this latter consideration was beyond doubt—had brought about a 
condition of affairs which imperatively demanded my serious attention. Had I 
persistently neglected these warnings and allowed the matter to take its usual 
course, it is very possible that all would have gone well; but, in view of the un¬ 
scrupulous agency employed on the one hand, the fierce opposition expressed on the 
other, and the serious view of the matter taken by so experience an officer as 
Mr. Mansfield, 1 did not hesitate to regard the risk as one too grave to be incurred by 
His Majesty’s Representative. 

I therefore authorized the seizure of the papers in tho manner described above, 
and I trust that, on consideration of all the circumstances of the case, my action may 
meet with your Lordship’s approval. 

I should add that my reason for depositing the papers for safe keeping in His 
Majesty’s Agency was this : had they been placed in the Egyptian Ministry of the 
Interior, or elsewhere, under Egyptian control, IIis Highness would, without doubt, 
have demanded to see them. It was obviously undesirable that he should see them, 
as tho whole reason for the step would thus have been frustrated; but, on the other 
hand, a refusal to produce them might have embroiled the Prime Minister with the 
Khedive, a contingency which could not he risked. The British Agency, therefore, 
appeared-, on all grounds, tho most suitable place. 

Some sensation has naturally been excited in Cairo by this episode, more 
especially in consequence of the length of time during which the various law-suits, 
connected with the printing-office, have been proceeding. The hostile French press 
has, as usual, placed the most unfriendly interpretation possible on the action of the 
authorities; but 1 understand that this view is not shared at the French Agency. 
The Arabic press are divided in their opinions, but tho prevailing impression locally is 
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-that a blow has been dealt to the intrigues of Ahmed Bey Ariss and his followers, which 
it is hoped may cause them, in some degree, to modify their present attitude. 

I have, &cd 

(Signed) CROMER. 


No. 61. 

The Earl of Cromer to the Marquess of Lansdoivne.—(Received May 5.) 


(No. 64.) 

My Lord, Cairo, April 25, 1902. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a Memorandum, 
prepared at my request, by Viscount Errington, Attachd at His Majesty’s Agency in 
Egypt, being the result of some observations made by him on the occasion of a short 
cruise undertaken bj him on the invitation of Commander Gaunt, R.N., and with my 
consent, respecting the lighthouses and other points of interest connected with the 
Red Sea. 

Commander Gaunt, of His Majesty’s ship “ Scout,” was at that time patrolling 
the southern waters of the Red Sea with a view to checking the Slave Trade in those 
parts. He will, without doubt, report to the Admiral on the subject of his recent 
cruise. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER. 


Inclosure in No. 51. 

Memorandum by Viscount Errington respecting the Red Seu. 


Red Sea Lights. 

THE northern waters of the Red Sea are generally considered as offering little 
difficulty to navigation, the lighthouses at points of danger being very efficiently 
controlled by the Egyptian Lighthouse Administration. 

The Ottoman Government is now taking the long-required measures for rendering 
the southern portion of the Red Sea more practicable to navigation by building light¬ 
houses at— 

fa.) Jebel Teir. 

(b.) Abou Ail, a prominent rock lying just north of Jebel Zukar. 

(c.) Central Peak Island, in the Zobeir group. 

(d.) Mokha. 

The works are being carried out by a French Company of contractors, whose sole 
means of furnishing these various points with supplies, stores, and materials appears to 
he by the constant employment of their steam-ship “l’Afrique”: this fact, combined 
with the various local difficulties to he contended with, renders progress slow. 

At Jebel Teir, fully nine months will be required to complete the light, as the 
foundations have not as yet been begun. 

Abou Ail: one of the most necessary of all the proposed lights, and, perhaps, the 
most difficult to build, will require from six to nine months to complete. 

Central Peak Island, of the Zobeir group : Here the works arc more advanced 
than at any of the other points. All the material necessary for the light has been 
landed, and unless work is hindered by tho strong winds which at times prevail, its 
completion should not require more than two or three month's. 

Mokha will be the last lighthouse to be built, being less urgently required for 
navigation than the others under construction. Much masonry work will be necessary 
in building the Mokha light; consequently it is estimated that it will not he in working 
order for fully a year. 

When these various lighthouses are finished, the navigation of the southern waters 
of tho Bed Boa will he greatly facilitated. 

The regular supply of stores and fresh water to the lighthouse keepers should he 
efiectually insured. 
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iSponge and Pearl Fisheries 

are not carried on as extensively as might] be expected: both these industries are 
capable of being greatly developed. 


Slavery. 

In the northern waters of the Red Sea the traffic in slaves may be said to be 
practically non-existent. 

In the south, slaves are occasionally run from the neighbourhood of Kahietaonthe 
Erythraean coast to some of the little frequented parts of the Arabian coast between 
Hodeida and Mokha. 

The few traders that still exist endeavour to land their slaves in Arabia in time for 
the Bairain sales at Mecca, when the best prices can be obtained. 


Arms Traffic. 

This piactically does not exist north of Perim, but to the south of that port, and 
more especially in the Gulf of Aden, the traffic in arms is said to be very active at 
present. 


Coaling-stations. 

The most important coaling-stations in the Bed Sea are under British control. 

The attempts made by the French Government to establish a coaling depdt on 
the Arabian coast opposite Perim have been frustrated by the Turks. 

The rumoured establishment of a lied Pea coaling-station by the German Govern¬ 
ment has amounted, according to all accounts, to their depositing a small quantity of 
coal on one of the islands in the Farsan group, leaving a notice on the island to the 
effect that the coal is the property of the German Government. 

Navigation in those parts is dangerous owing to the coral reefs, and the waters 
have not as yet been thoroughly surveyed, so that the establishment of a coaling-station 
on a large scale at this point seems improbable. 

Cairo, April 24, 1902. 


No. 52. 

The Marquess of Lunsdowne to the Earl of Cromer. 

(No. 80.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office, May 8, 1902. 

I HAVE received your Lordship’s despatch No. G4 of the 25th ultimo, forwarding 
a Memorandum of information obtained by Viscount Errington during a recent cruise 
in the Red Sea. 

I request that you will convey my thanks to Lord Errington for his Memorandum, 
and inform him that it has been read with interest. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 


No. 53. 

The Earl of Cromer to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received May 11.) 

(No. 53.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. _ _ Cairo, May 11, 1002. 

MY telegrams to Sir Nicholas O’Conor, respecting which your Lordship inquires 
in your telegram No. 38 of vesterdn\, uere to die effect that some disturbances had 
taken place in Thasos, and that the Khedive had received from the Sultan an intima¬ 
tion that the Turkish authorities would take over the administration of the island. 

t had at fust thought of suggesting that a British man-of-war should bo sent to 
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Thasos, but, before putting this forward, I consulted the Ambassador on the subject. 
pfis Excellency was at first unfavourable to the idea, but, from a second telegram 
which I have received from him, I gather that he was rather inclined to change his 
views on the ground that the rights of the Khedive were being encroached upon by 
His Imperial Majesty. 

In a telegram which I sent to His Excellency yesterday, I said that, as order was 
apparently now restored, it did not seem necessary, for the present, that we should 
take any action in the matter. I added that, unless the Khedive should put forward a 
demand for our assistance, my own inclination was in favour of leaving the matter in 
dispute to he dealt with by His Highness and the Sultan without our interference. 


No. 54. 

The Earl of Cromer to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received May 12.) 

(No. 54.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, May 12, 1902. 

DISTURBANCES at Thasos. 

No British or Egyptian interest is involved in this question, which is entirely 
personal to the Khedive. I do not propose to broach the subject to ITis Highness, 
unless he himself initiates it and asks for assistance ; it is by no means certain that 
he wishes us to interfere on his behalf. 

There can be little doubt that the administration of the island has been very 
badly conducted for a long time past. 

I have repeated this telegram to His Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople. 


No. 55. 

Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received May 10.) 


(No. 21G.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, May 10, 1902. 

WITH reference to my telegrams Nos. 54 and 55 of yesterday, I have the honour 
to transmit herewith to your Lordship copy of a despatch from Sir A. Biliotti reporting 
that the Kai'makam of Cavalla, with a force of gendarmes and police, has arrived in 
Thasos, and has taken over the administration of the island. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 


Inclosure in No. 55. 

Consul-General Sir A. Biliotti to Sir N. O’Conor. 

(No. 70.) 

Sir, Salonica, May 8, 1902. 

WITH reference to my telegram of to-day’s date, 1 have the honour to report 
that the following is tlic explanation of the events in the Island of Thasos given to 
me by the Vali 

Mclicmcd Ali Pasha, Viceroy of Egypt, having founded several charitable 
institutions at Cavalla, his birthplace, had granted to him by the then Sultan revenues 
accruing from certain vatifs and other sources, such as the tithe, the sheep-tax, and 
part of the mines and forests, &c. The remaining part of the latter—the customs, 
the indirect taxation, &c.—remained payable to the Turkish Government, and have 
always been administered by officials from Constantinople, while the appeal from the 
Thasos Courts of 3 ustice lies at Salonica. 

These revenues were assigned to the Khedive in person, the Government of Egypt 
having no right over the island. Its administration, however, since no importance 
attaches to it, lias hitherto been left to the Evkaf Mudiri, who was appointed by the 
Vicoroy of Egypt to collect and administer his revenues, without any special Governor 
being appointed by tlu: Turkish Government. The gendarmes also were nominees of 
the Evkaf Mudiri. 

Owing to the recent incident (reported from Cavalla in my despatch No. 51-of 
[1527J 2 I 













122 


the 16th April), when the population demonstrated against the raising of the sheep- 
tax from 10 to 260 paras (6£ piastres), and the Mudir, without hearing them, ordered 
the troops to fire on the demonstrators, killing three and wounding five or six, and the 
consequent petition to the Turkish Government, the Vali of Salonica suggested that 
the island should he administered like the rest of the districts of the Empire, and was 
authorized to send an acting Kaimakam, whom I understand to he the Ka'imakam of 
Cavalla, with ten gendarmes and four policemen under a Lieutenant. They arrived at 
Thasos yesterday morning, when they were warmly received by the inhabitants, the 
Evkaf Mudiri offering them hospitality in his own house. 

Hassan Eehmi Pasha could not state for certain whether there are any Egyptian 
troops in the island. 

In consequence of the action of the Turkish Government the mixed administra¬ 
tion of the island has now temporarily ceased, the Evkaf Mudiri being restricted to 
the discharge merely of his duties as collector and administrator of the moneys due to 
the lvhedivc. 

One of the torpedo-boats stationed at Salonica left here yesterday. The "Vali said 
it was gone only on coastguard duty, but I have reason to suppose that its departure 
was not entirely unconnected with the events above related. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. BILIOTTI. 

P.S.—In answer to my request, Mr. Yice-Consul Pecchioli has just informed me 
by telegraph that the Ka'imakam of Cavalla, Emin Pasha, left yesterday for Thasos, 
accompanied by one Juge dTnstruction and one police inspector from Salonica, the 
Procureur from l)rama, two policemen and ten gendarmes, under a Lieutenant. 

A. B. 


No. 56. 

Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received May 19.) 


(No. 222.) 

My Lord, Constantinople , May It, 1902. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 216 of the 10th instant, I have the honour 
to transmit herewith to your Lordship copies ol a further despatch troin His Majesty’*. 
Consul-General at Salonica reporting on the situation in Thasos. 

A copy of this despatch, as well as of Sir A. Biiiotti’s No. 70, have been iorwardea 
to His Majesty’s Agent at Cairo. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. It. O’CONOIt. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 56. 

Consul-General Sir A. Biliotti to Sir N. O’Conor. 

(No. 73.) 

Sir, Salonica, May 10, 1902. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit, for your information, two copies of two despatches 
from Mr. Vice-Consul Pecchioli reporting on the events in Thasos. 

I have to add that a President of Tribunal, a Procureur, and a Notary, all three 
officers of the local Courts, have been appointed as local permanent officials in the island, 
and that ten gendarmes arc rumoured to have been sent in addition to those already 
-reported. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ALERED BILIOTTI. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 56. 

Vice-Consul Pecchioli to Consul-General Sir A. Biliotti. 

(No. 12.) 

M. le Consul-General, Cavalla , le 6 Mai, 1902. 

LES Delegues des Thassiotes qui furent choisis par les habitants de l’ile, pour 
exposer leurs plainies contre la conduite barbare du Gouvcrneur, se trouvent encore a 
Cavalla. Ils se presenterent a notre Caimacan, Emin Pacha, ainsi qu’au representant 
de l’Eveque Grec, et a ce Vice-Consulat; en outre ils tdlegraphihrent au Patriarcat de 
Constantinople et je crois memo au Vicc-Roi d’Egypte. 

Ils attendent les resnltats do leurs demarches ot n’osent pas retourner a Pile, le 
Gouvcrneur lour ayant declare qu’il les ferait fusilier a peine rentres. 

J’ai appris encore pareux quo l’assemhlee des Thassiotes, qui a cu lieu en pleinair 
pr< x s du village de Teologos, avait pour but de nommer une Commission, qui aurait du 
presenter au Vice-Roi d’Egypte une requete pour obtenir la reduction de plusieurs 
taxes, entre lcsquolles cello des moutons. 

Les habitants de l’ile selon les on-dit auraient non seulcment porte it la con- 
naissance du Gouverneur le but de eette reunion, mais l’avaient memo invite a assister 
personnellcment. 

Le Gouverneur se rendit sur place pour reprocher aux chefs du village d’avoir 
pormis cette asserablec et T repartit immediatement aprbs en demontrant une vive 
cohere. 

Ce fut lui qui rencontrait un vioux paysan qui sc rendait a cette espece de 
reunion, Pattaqua avec sa canne en ne lui faisant pas gn\cc do sa vie. 

Les Thassiotes trouverent aupros du cadavro un bout de la canne du dit Gouverneur, 
ce qu’ils eonservent comiue preuvo de ce fait. 

L’autre Thassiote fut tue par un coup de fusil. Los autres trois ou quatre etaient 
blesses par des armes a feu des soldats du Bey, tous aujourd’hui en voie de 
guerison. 

Selon les nouvellcs parvenues do Thassos ces faits seraient certifies, mais il parait 
quo le Gouverneur prouve comme armo de defense quo ce furent les habitants de Pile 
qui provoqubrent les premiers les gardes du Gouvernement. Depuis ces faits-ci 
jusqu’a aujourd’hui le Gouverneur n’a pas manque de punir, d’emprisonner, et d’exiler 
par pur caprice en gardant Pile «ous un veritable rogne de terrour. Le Vice-Consul 
Anglais chez lequel les deputes de Thassos se rendirent pour demander assistance, les 
conscilla do roster a Cavalla, jusqu’a ce quo Son Altesse le Vice-Roi n’eut etabli la tran- 
quillitc ct l’ordre dans Pile avec lesmoyens qu’il aurait cru opportuns et ajouta quo lour 
protecteur naturcl no devait et pouvait etre que le Batriarche, la mission duquel est de 
protegcr les Orthodoxes centre n’importe quelle oppression. 

J’eus meme un entretion avec l’Eveque Grec de Cavalla, qui, bien que n’ayant la 
juridiction sur Thassos, cette lie dependant religieusemeut de l’Eveque deMaronia, me 
dit qu’il partageait aussi moil opinion ct offieiousement comme moi les avait conseilles 
de demander l’appui du Batriarche. 

11 me semblait que les demarches faites auprbs du Gouvernement de la Sublime 
Borte pouvaient froisser les susccptibilites du Vicc-Roi d’Egypte quoique etant cn 
vertu do vieux TTaites proprietairo seulcment des rentes de Pile, Pa neanmoins gouverne 
jusqu’a aujourd’hui. 

(Signd) S. BECCHIOLI. 


Inelosure 3 in No. 56. 

Vice-Consul Pecchioli to Consul-General Sir A. Biliotti. 

(No. 13.) 

M. le Consul, ^ Cavalla, le 8 Mai, 1902. 

FAISANT suite a mon rapport d’hier jo me fais un devoir de porter a votre 
eonnaissance qu’im acie nouveau et itnprevu a eu lieu a Thassos. 

Notre Gouverneur, Emin Baclia, appele telegraphiquement par son Excellence 
le Vali a Saloniquc, est retourne a Cavalla muni d’un Birman Imperial qui le nom in e 
Gouvcrneur a cl interim do Pile de Thassos. 

II est arrive accompague dime ilizaiue de gendarmes de Salonique et d’uu 
fonctionnaire de ce vilayet qu’on dit est le Broeureur du Tribunal de Premidro Instance 
de cette ville. 








Le Gouvcrneur d’Egypte avec sa suite et ses employes dcs Egyptiens, qui so 
trouvait justcmcnt a Cavalla, arrive par lo bateau Khddivial au service de cettc tie, 
s’est embavque a 3 lieures de I’apre.s-midi en faisant retour dans sa residence de 
Simena, capitale do Tliassos. J’ignore si entre lui et le nouveau Gouvcrneur a eu lieu 
quelque malentendu. 

Ce matin done a l’aube, Emin Paclia, Caimacan de Cavalla et aujourd’hui 
Caimacan et Gouverneur de Tliassos, ensemble avec dix on douze gardes, le fonc- 
tionnaire de Salonique et le Procureur du Tribunal de Drama, personnages qui, dit-on, 
soient charges de faire l’enquete sur les tumultes de Tliassos, s’est embarque a Cavalla 
se dirigeant vers Tliassos avec la mission de prendre possession conformemcnt au Firman, 
de l’administration de Tile, au nom du Sultan Abdul Hamid. L’ancien Gouvcrneur 
ou ua autre fonctionnairc Egyptien no pourront rester a Tliassos quo commc Admini- 
strateur du Yacouf du Vice-Roi d’Egypte, e’est-a-dire qu’ils auront ii administrer les 
rentes et maintenir les oeuvres pieuses fondees a Cavalla par Memcd Ali. 

Hicr au soil* j’ai eu un entretien avec le Caimacan, Emin Paclia, et par celui-ci 
j’ai pu apprendre qu’il n’est guere sur d’etre bien recu par l’ancien Gouverneur, qui 
pourrait (opposer) une fin de non recevoir s’il n’a pas 1*0911 des ordres dc son 
Gouvcrnement. On attend ce soil* le retour du bateau de Tliassos qui a conduit a l’ile 
Emin Paclia ct domain, avant de terminer ce rapport, jc vous informcrai des evene- 
ments qui peuvent avoir eu lieu. 

Jcudi matin. —La mouclie est rcntrec en effet liier au soil* et j’ai appris que l’ancien 
Gouverneur, en faisant bonne mine a mauvais jcu, a 1*0911 parfaitement le nouveau 
Gouverneur Ottoman. Ainsi nous pouvons dire consummation est. 

Desormais Pile de Tliassos est passe a PAdministration Ottomane. 

On dit que des soldats Turcs de Drama sont attendus ccs jours-ci pour rcmplacer 
les gardes Albanaises. 

Agrecz, &c. 

(Signe) S. PECCHIOLI. 


No. 57. 

Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdoume.—(Received May 2d.) 

(No. 226.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, May 19, 1902. 

"WITH reference to my telegram No. 57 of tlie 13tli instant, I have the honour 
to transmit herewith to your Lordship copy of a despatch from the British Vice- 
Consul at Cavalla, reporting further on recent events at Tliasos. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. It. O’CONOR. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 57. 

Vice-Consul Pecchioli to Consul-General Sir A. Biliotti. 

(No. 16.) 

M. le Consul-General, Cavalla , le 11 Mai, 1902. 

J’AI expedie liier par moyen d’un cxpiAs, rapport No. 15 et lettre particuliere. 

Je resume les nouvelles donnees en style telegvaphique puisque je dois courirpar- 
ci par-la pour surveiller le port ct prendre toutes les informations de Pile. 

Gouverneur Ottoman, Emin Paclia, n’habite pas ehez Rifaat Bey, ex-Gouverneur 
Egyptien. II reside dans la Douanc Ottomane. Emin Pacha fit lecture du Firman 
Imperial par lcquel “ Sa Majeste lc Sultan declare, en presence des troubles dc Pile, dc 
prendre la direction publique et administration de Tliasos, qui lui appartienne, 
Seulement les revenus de Pile par concession du Sultan Mali mo ut furent donues a 
Melnnet Ali et continueront a appartenir a la famille pour le Yacouf de Tliasos. Ces 
revenus fluent all'eetes a l’entretien del’lmaret de Cavalla, fonde par Mchmct Ali. 

“ II demande soumission et iidelite (*t il promet le respect des anciens privileges— 
diminution dc taxes, bonbeur et prosperite aux habitants.” 

Cette lecture prmoqua des cris dc “ Padisha cliok vash.” A pres, le Tv D,um a 
l’Eglise Greeque. Les Thassiens veulent faire une illumination mais Emin Paclia s’y 
oppose. 

Les Delegues de Pile de Tliasos ii Cavalla sont rentres dans lours fay 01 s a 
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Tliasos apr5s l’invitation d’Emin Pacha et promessc qu’ils ne seront pas molestes par 
le Gouverneur decliu. 

Emin Pacha aurait, dit-on, fait dresser les armes aux Gardes Albanais de 
Rifaat Bey. 

Emin Pacha attend air encore une dizaine de gendarmes et quelques homines de 
Police de Salonique qui, en effet, sont arrives cettc nuifc et sont partis pour Tliasos. 

Hn bateau du Malisousse est arrive ici cettc nuit des Dardanelles pour embarquer 
150 soldats Ottomans qu’on attend de moment en moment de Nevrocop ou Drama. 

A ce moment-ci j’apprends de bonne source que Pdfaat Bey n’a pas laisse 
desarmer les gardes puisqu’il y a entre elles des soldats reguliers Egyptiens sous les 
ordres de Lord Cromer. De manierc qu’il y a a Tliasos des soldats Ottomans, trente 
gendarmes, et des soldats Egyptiens armes sous les ordres de Rifaat Bey. Cela prouvo 
la necessity do faire venir les soldats Ottomans qu’Emin Paclia attend avec 
impatience. 

Le Kaimacah a voulu faire un interrogatoire, mais Rifaat Bey s’est refuse de le 
subir. 

En un mot. La situation dans Pile, malgre les grandes paroles du Gouverneur, 
Emin Paclia, n’est nullemcnt definie. Rifaat Bey ne s’est pas oppose materiellement, 
mais n’aurait pas reconnu du tout lo nouvel etat de clioses qu’Emin Pacha veut 
imposer. 

Si votre Excellence croit necessaire, comme je le crois, moi, que j’envoie a 
Tliasos une personne de ma confiance pour etre cxactement renseigne de ce qui se 
passe telegraphiez-moi. Recu livre Chancellerie. 

Agreez, &c. 

(Signe) S. PECCHIOLI. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 57. 

Vice-Consul Pecchioli to Consul-General Sir A. Biliotti. 

(No. 15.) 

(Extrait.) _ Le 10 Mai, 1902. 

POIJR les archives on dit que l’ex-Gouvemeur ne les aurait pas remis a Emin 
Pacha, mais il aurait permis que le nouveau Gouverneur y mit les sceaux. 

Le service dc la police serait fait par les gendarmes qu’Emin Pacha amena avec 
lui de Salonique auxquels, il parait, qu’il voudrait ajouter encore d’autres, demandds 
a Salonique. En cas do besoin il se proposerait de faire venir dc Drama une com- 
pagnic d’infanterie. 


No. 58. 

The Earl of Cromer to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received June 2.) 

(No. 75. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Cairo, May *23, 1902. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose— 

1. A newspaper report of some proceedings at a meeting held at Alexandria on 
the occasion of the 100 th anniversary of Mehemet All’s arrival in Egypt; 

2 . A translation from Arabic of the report of a man who was present at the 
meeting. 

I beg to draw your Lordship’s special attention to these papers. 

Mustapha Bey Kamil is the ordinary type of semi-Europeanized demagogue. He 
is a man of the worst character, and, on his own merits, would exercise hut little 
influence. 

He derives his importance wholly from the fact that he is encouraged by the 
Khedive, that he is constantly at the Palace, and that his newspaper, “The Lena,” 
which is violently Pan-Islamic and Anglophobe, is notoriously supported by funds which 
the Khedive provides. 

During the last few years a good deal has been said of the changed attitude of the 
Khedive, of his friendliness to England, &c. 
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It is as well to know his real sentiments: they are those stated by Mustapha 
Kamil; only I should add that the real motive is not enlightened patriotism on behalf of 
Egyptian independence, but a strong desire to regain the personal power which his 
progenitors enjoyed and abused. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER. 


Inciosure 1 in No. 5S. 

Extract from “La Ref or me ” of May 22, 1902. 

NOTRE confrere, Moustafa Bey Kamel, a fait liier soil 1 devant im public qu’on 
peut evaluer a environ 3,000 personnes une Conference sur Toeuvre de Mchemet Aly. 
II a montre comment cet liomme extraordinaire a su deviner ce qu’il y avait dans 
ce peuple d’Egypte des tresors d’intelligence, de capacity, et de bravoure. C’est 
en faisant appel a ces qualites natives qui sommeillaicnt que Meliemet Aly est 
arrive a donner a l’Egypte sa vitality puissante et sa grandeur incomparable. 

L’orateur passa en revue la destruction des Mamluks, Funification de l’Egypte, 
trop divisee sous leur regne nefaste, la formation de l’armee et de la marine, la 
fondation des fabriques et des usines dans un grand nombre de cites et de villes; 
il parla longuement des ecoles, do l’agriculture, de F amelioration de Firrigation et de 
tout le progres accompli sous le Gcuvcrnement de Mohamed Aly. 

Moustafa Bey Kamel montra, avec des preuves, que les principes essentiels 
dont s’inspirait Mohamed Ali dans son Gouvernement dtaient: — 

l cr . Sauvcgarder l’independance de l’Egypte ; 

2. Instruire l’Egyptieu, de lui apprendre tout ce qui peut le rendre maitre 
chez lui; 

3. Ne pas tomber sous le poids des dettes. 

II developpa ces principes avec une eloquence ires chalcureuse. II produisit 
sur le public une impression tres grande quand il lui rappela quo les Anglais, venus 
au commencement du dernier siecle pour asservir l’Egypte, out ete obliges alors 
d’evacuer le pays et de quitter Alexandrie, le 11 Scptcmbre, 1807. Il fit ressortir 
cette coincidence etonnantc qui a voulu que les Anglais aient occupe plus tard la 
capitalc de l’Egvpte le jour anniversaire de l’evacuation precedente : le 14 Scptcmbre, 
1882. 

L’orateur indiqua ensuite a ses compatriotcs avec quelle puissance Mchemet Aly 
a pu accomplir son oeuvre, avoir une armee do 280,000 soldats, une marine de 
1G,000 marius, taut de fabriques, d ecoles, de gnerres, et taut de batailles sans avoir 
recours a des emjnamts. 

Moustafa Bey Kamel trace ensuite un tableau comparatif saississant de ce qu’etait 
le Japon du temps de la grandeur ’’gyptienne, et de ce qu’est l’Egypte aujourd’lmi 
relativement au Japon. 

11 dit que l’Hgypte no peut se relever que par un attachement inebranlabh* au 
'Irene Kbedivial, fait pour ainsi dire par le peuple Egyptien lui-meme ; par sa 
eonfianee en elle-meme, sa solidarite et son education patriotique. 

11 flctrit en passant Arabi, son oeuvre nefaste, et le donna comme excmple de la 
traliison la plus perfide. 

Moustafa Bey Kamel traita enfin la question Britannique et avec une conviction et 
une franchise qui lui font honneur; il condamna son action dans le pays aux dif¬ 
fluent s points de vue de la securite, de l’instruetion, de Fintlueuee Egyptiennc dans 
le Gouvernement, et du renvoi en bloc d’un grand nombre d’officiers Eg\ ptiens aprhs 
la conduite courageuse qu’ils out montre dans la eampagne du Soudan. 11 insista sur 
la necessite d’une organisation solide et stable, de la creation d’un Parlement Egyptien 
])ouvant contrbler les actos du Gouvevnennmt, indiquer la bonne voie aux Ministres, et 
donner a F Egyptien ses droits d’homme et de coneitoyen. 

Il reelama hautement Vaccomplissement des promesses Britanniques et dit que 
les Anglais pen vent detester un patriote Egyptien; ils doivent neanmoins l’estimer, car 
nul liomme civilise no peut aimer la trahison et hair le patriotisme. 

L’orateur tormina son discours en montrant F Islam comme la religion liberate 
par excellence, s’alliant parfaitement avec la civilisation moderne. 

Il rappclla les services signales rendus au pays par les Seves, les I)e Ccrisy, les 
Varyn, les Seguerra, les Clot Bey, les Benson Boy, les Ilossards, les Jumel, rendit un 
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liommage publique a leur memoire, ainsi qu’a celle de tons les collaboratcurs 
Europeens de Mohamed Ali. Le public applaudit vivement ce passage. 

11 remercia les Colonies Europeennes de la part tres gene reuse qu’elles ont prises 
aux reccnts desast-res des inccndies et de l’affcction qu’ellcs ont temoignees au peuple 
Egyptien. 11 dit que cette noble conduite ne sera jamais oubliee et qu’elle resserrera 
les liens entre Europeens et Egyptiens. 

Il cita a la fin ce mot celebre de Napoleon: “ Les grands noms ne se font qu’en 
Orient,” et dit que l’Orient restc toujours le berceau des grands homines, et s’il en a 
ete prive pendant longtcmps ce n’est que parce que le desespoir a envahi tous les 
coeurs et pris la place de l’activite et de la eonfianee. 


' Inclosure 2 in No. 58. 

Extract from Speech of Moustafa Bey Kamil on May 21, 1902, at Alexandria. 
(Translation.) 

THE orator commenced his speech by referring to the good works of Mohammed 
Ali, since whose arrival in Egypt a century had now elapsed. Tie spoke of the patriotism 
shown by the Egyptians at that time, and regretted the absence of that quality at the 
present day. 

He reminded his hearers that on the 14th September, 1807, the English had occu¬ 
pied a part of Egypt, but had been obliged to evacuate the country owing to the 
patriotic feelings and the love of independence evinced by the inhabitants. 

“ On the 11th September, 1882,” he continued, “the English again occupied this 
country, and they are still in occupation of it. What a difference there is between the 
energy and the patriotism of the men of that day and the want of resolution which 
characterizes the present time ! 

“ When they came into occupation of the country the English promised that they 
would ultimately evacuate it, and declared their intention of insuring security and order 
under the authority of the Khedive. Twenty years have elapsed since that time, and if 
we remind them of their promise they say that this promise was nothing but a ‘ political 
trick.’ ” 

The speaker then proceeded to explain the nature of patriotism, urging the people 
of Egypt to teach their children from their infancy to love independence. 

“ Most Egyptians,” he said, “ if asked as to the state of their country, reply that 
the nation will never succeed. Their children hear these words, and grow up without any 
idea of independence and without any feelings of patriotism. 

“The English say that they came to establish public security. Look at the Report 
of the Procnrcur-Geueral, from which it is clear that crimes, debts, and contraventions, 
are increasing. Gould any man of common sense believe that a Power like England 
could not establish security and prevent crime if she wished ? Of course she could ; but 
it would not be to her interest to do so, because she wishes to subdue this people. 

“ Tl is our duty to unite and ask for a Parliament which will be able to cause the fall 
of a Ministry, to rdmove the Ministry at iu will, and at once. (Great applause.) 

“1 ask you Egyptians, if England wished to change the laws of the country or 
‘ walk on them,’ could they do so ?” (Cries of “They could;” “This is what is taking 
place .") 

Finally, he said that the English liked the service offered by the traitors (/.«?., the 
present Ministry), but they do not like the traitors themselves. 

“ We have here amongst us some who are with us and others who are against us.” 


No. 59. 

The Earl of Cromer to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received June 2.) 


(No. 70.) 

My Lord, Cairo, May 25, 1902. 

1 HAVE tin' honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith a supplement to the 
“Official Journal” of yesterday,* containing (1) a Concession granted by the 


Not prime.!. 
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-Egyptian Government to the ^^)®^t°atute8 of tlm^ssocMion thus instituted, 

”( 8 ) a Jvliedivial Decree 

aPF °Z S o^“ eh has been — 

— Md "’ ith ?aciiities - resards 

the periods of repayment. . , i already been in existence l'or some 

As your Lordship u>aware this‘ Kational Bank o£ Egypt, 

years, having been earned out with im usion pointed out in my Annual 

Latterly, however, as I have on more i>, to ^ivc a^wider scope to this useful 
lie port to your Lordship, it has 1become le : snMc > to v° f Bank was able 

undertaking than was practicable with the iuncls vmeu 
to devote to this purpose. j i iavc , &c. 

(Signed) CROMEB. 


^io. 60. 


Question asked in the House of Commons, June 3, 1902. 

Mr J. O’Kelly ,—To ask the Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs whether he would 

1Urk mrthCTHis Jltjcsty's Government intended to carry out the promise given 
to evacuate the country. 


Answer. 

Egypt is a tributary State of the Turkish Empire in British military occupatum. 


No. Gl. 

Consul Alvarez to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received June 4 .) 

( No - 8 -), ,, Remjhazi, May 28 , 1902 . 

My w intelligence from the British Consular Agent at Derna, 

that tSfe Governor of 

will shortly proceed to llefna on the Trirco-Egypto Irontroi,.ruth an “« 01t ot 

men, I havVwired and reported this TcSmaiam’s perso.,: 

in mv opinion, unduly large lor the puiposc ot piotem ? , , , m| k 

If Solium is not already occupied by Egypt it oughttojbe. ^ 

(Signed/' JUSTIN ALYABEZ. 
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No. 62. 

The Earl of Cromer to the Marquess of Lansdowne— (Received June 9.) 


TVTy Lord, Cairo, May 27, 1902. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 44 of the 28th March, and to vour Lord¬ 
ship’s reply No. 64 of the 10th April last, I have the honour to transmit herewith copy 
of a Khcdivial Decree, published in the “ Official Journal” of yesterday, enacting that 
the annual sum allowed to meet the working expenses of the .Railway Administration 
may, should the necessity arise, he increased from 45 per cent, to 55 per cent, of the 
gross receipts. 

& 1 I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER. 


Inclosure in No. 62. 

Extract from the Egyptian “Journal OJficiel ” of May 26, 1902. 

NOUS, Khedive d’Egyptc, 

Sur la proposition de notre Conseil des Ministres ct avee 1 assontiment des 
Puissances Signataires dc la Convention de Londres du 17 Mars, ISSo, 

Doeretons: 

Article l rr . Le budget des depenses des chemins dc for, fixe a 45 pour cent de 
lours rcccttes brutes, par TArticle 18 du Decret du 27 Juillct, 1885, pourra cxccption- 
nellemeut, sur la demande du Gouvornement, ct avee lo consentcment prealable.de la 
Commission de la Dctte, etre majore, sans toutefois que les credits diverts puissent 
exedder le 55 pour cent des recettcs brutes. 

Art. 2. Notre Ministre des finances est charge de l’execution du present Decret. 

Pait au Palais de Montazah, le 13 Safar, 1320 (21 Mai, 1902). 

(Signe) ABBAS HILML 

Par le Khedive: 

Le President du Conseil des Ministres, 

(Signe) Moustapha Fehmy. 

Le Ministre des Affaires Etrangeres, 

(Signe) Botjtros Giiali. 

Le Ministre des Finances, 

(Signe) Ahmed Mazloum. 


No. 63. 

The Earl of Cromer to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—{Received June 9.) 


My°Lord, . CW», June 2, 1902. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose copies of a Circular and. draft Decree, which 
I have received from the Egyptian Minister for Foreign Allairs. The object oi 
the Decree is to enable the octroi duties to he abolished at Cairo and 

Alexandria. _ . , , „ J2 . . , .. . ,, 

Tliis measure has been approved by the Caisse do la Dette, hut it requires the 

assent of the Powers. . . 

I have no hesitation in recommending that I should be authorized to signity tue 

assent of Ilis Maiestv’s Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER. 
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Iuelosure 1 in No. 03. 

Boutros Gkali to the Earl of Cromer. 

(Circulaire.) Ministere cles Affaires Elrangeres, le Caire, 

Milord, le l cr Juin, 1902. 

LE Gouvernement de Son Altesse lc Khedive a Pintention do eomprendre, dans 
ses previsions budgetaires pour l’annee 1903, 1’abolition des droits d’octroi dans les 
villes du Caire et d’Alexandria 

Cette mesure serait ainsi le complement naturel de la suppression deja effcctude 
de ces memos droits dans les provinces, et fcrait disparaitre enticement du Budget 
une taxe dont les defauts sont gendralemcnt reconnus. 

Cette suppression, devant avoir pour effct de priver la Municipalite d’Alexandric 
d’unc grande partie de ces ressources, n’cst possible qu’a la condition de mnplacer 
les recettes ainsi supprimees par d’autrcs ressources d’nn produit equivalent. A 
cet effet le Gouvernement de Son Altesse propose d’attribuer a la Commission 
Municipalc de nouveaux revenus qui viendront s’ajonter a. ccux qui lui ont et6 
concddds par le Deeret du 13 Janvier, 1896, promulgne avec le conscntement des 
Puissances, et qui se trouvera par suite modifie. Ces ressources nouvelles consiste- 
raient dans :— 

1 . La partie reservee actuellement a l’Etat, aux tenues du Deeret du 13 Janvier, 
1896, sur le produit de l’impot du douzieme sur la propriete batie, dans le pcrimetre 
de la ville d’Alexandie. 

2 . Le produit, apr6s deduction des frais de perception, les loyers des immeubles 
libres de TEtat dans la dite ville. 

En outre, la participation de la Municipalite dans le produit net de la vcntc des 
biens libres, limitec actuellement a £ E. 8,000 pour ehaque periode quinquennale, 
serait a l’avenir affranebie de toute limitation. 

C’est dans cet ordre d’idecs quo lc Gouvernement de Son Altesse a prepare, apres 
entente avec la Commission Municipalc d’Alexandric, le projet de l)6cret quo j’ai 
rbonneur de vous transmettre ci-inclus, en vous priant de me preter votre 
obligeant concours pour obtenir l’assentiment du Gouvernement de Sa Majesty 
Britannique. 

Jo crois devoir ajouter, que ce projet a deja etc sounds a la Caisse de la Bette 
Publique, qui a emis un avis favorable. 

Yeuillez, &c. 

(Signe) BOUTROS GEIALI. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 63. 

Draft of Decree respecting Octroi Duties. 

NOUS, Khedive d’Egyptc, 

Yu le Deeret du 30 Avril, 1888: 

Yu le|Deeret du G Juin, 1890; 

Yu le Deeret du 5 Janvier, 1890, instituant la Commission Municipalc 
d’Alexandric ; 

Vu notro Deeret du 13 Janvier, 1896 ; 

Sur la proposition de notro Ministre des Pi nances et l’avis conform e do notre 
Conseil des Minis!res et avec I’asscntiment des Puissances Signataircsdela Convention 
de Londrcs du 17 Mars, 1885, 

Decrdtons: 

Article l er . La perception des droits d’octroi est supprimec, a partir du l 1,1, Janvier, 
1903, dans les villes du Caire (it d’Alexandric. 

Art. 2. A partir de la memo date seront ajoutes aux revenus attribues a la Com¬ 
mission Munieipale d’Alexandric : 

1, La part actuellement prelcvde au profit de TEtat sur le produit de l’impdt 
du douzieme sur la propriete batie dans lo perimdtre de la ville d’Alexandrie. 

2. Le produit, apres deduction des frais de perception, des loyers des immeubles 
libres de TEtat dans lo dit perimetre. 


En outre, la disposition du troisieme alinea de TArticle l er de notre Deeret susvisd 
du 13 Janvier, 1896, fixant a £ E. 8,000 pour cliaque periode de cinq ans la part 
maxima attribute a la Municipalite dans le produit net de la vente des biens libres de 
TEtat dans le meme perimetre, est et demeure abrogee. 

Art. 3. Nos Ministres des Einances et de l’lnterieur sont charges, cbacun en ce 
qui lc concerne, de Texecution du present Deeret. 

Fait au 


No. 64. 

-Bir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansaoicne .— (.Received June 9.) 

(No. 248.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, June 2, 1902. 

WITH reference to ray despatch No. 226 of the 19th May, I have the honour to 
transmit herewith to your Lordship copies of two despatches from the Acting Consul- 
General at Salonica and Mr. Yice-Consul Peccliioli respectively regarding recent 
events in Thasos. 

I have, &c, 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 


Inclosure 1 in No. G4. 

Vice-Consul Pecchioli to Consul-General Sir A. Biliotti. 

(No. 20.) 

M. le Consul-General, Cavalla , le 22 Mai, 1902. 

RIEN de nouveau regardant Tile aux deux maltres. 

Les habitants de Tile de Thasos criaient pour eloigner le loup ; ils voulaient que 
le Gouverneur Malnwout ilifruit Bei fut change, Taccusant avec un peu de raison 
d’etre arhitraire, d’avoir pris en main tous les pouvoirs, memo le judiciaire, et d’avoir 
des soldats toujours prets a degnincr, mais quant a changer de Gouvernement, ils n’y 
pcn«aient guere. Ils savont que les promesses d’Emin Pacha sont des paroles et que 
les fonctionnaires Ottomans no seront pas plus tendres pour eux que les Egyptiens. 

Est-ce que la Turquie fora a Thasos tous les travaux quo le Vice-Roi avait deja 
commences, du moment quo Tile lie donnera aucune rente ? 11 est vrai que dans Tile 

il y a des mines a exploiter ; mais a propos de cela, le Gouvernement de la Sublime 
Porte et eelui de T Egypte trouveront-ils dorenavant la mauiere de s’entendre, qu’ils 
n’ont jamais trouvee jusqu’a present? 

Les taxes dont les Thasiens ont toujours 6t6 exomptespar le Gouverneur d’Egypte 
no seront-dies pas petit a petit introduites par les Ottomans i 

Voiei les reflexions (pie se font les T'hasieus aujourdTiui. Ils se rejouissent d’etre 
dedwtU du Gouverneur terrible, Malnnout Rifaat, mais ils ne voient pas Tavenir 
couh'iir de rose ! Si e’etait a recommencer ? 

Je vous relucts la note la plus exacte quo j’ai pu me procurer sur la population de 
Tile dc Thasos. Jo crois qu’il faut encore, pour etre tout-a-fait dans lo vrai, deduire 
entii' 6 et 8 pour cent, do maniere quo toute la population doit donner lo cliitfre de 
13,000 a 14,000. 

Agreez, &c. 

(Signe) S. PECCHIOLI. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 64. 

Tillages de rile de Tliasos et N ombre d’Habitants. 


Limena (capitate) .. .. ., .. .. .. .. 500 

Panaghia .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 2.000 

Potamxa .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 900 

Th^ologos (deux Mahalle, quartiei-.) .. .. .. .. •• 3.000 

Ckastio (ou Kastro) .. .. .. .. .. •• 1,500 

Maries .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 1,200 

Kakkiraki .. .. .. .. .. •• •• 1,800 

Sottno .. .. ., .. .. .. .. .. 300 

Kasaut (? Kavamit) (deux Mahalle) .. .. .. .. .. 2,000 

Bulgaro (deux Mahalle) .. .. .. .. .. •• 1.800 


Total 


15,000 


Dans ee nombie sont compiis les soldats Pgyptiens, Albanais, et Ottomans ct tous les employes luies et 
Arabes. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 61. 

Acting Consul-General Shipley to Sir N. O'Conor. 

(No. 92.) 

Sir, Salonica, June 1, 1902. 

I IIAYE tlie honour to transmit to your Excellency herewith copy of a 
despatch from Mr. Vice-Consul Pccchioli on the state of affairs in Tliasos. 

M. Pecchioli seems to confirm what v as the general opinion here at the time of 
the disorders, which gave the Ottoman Government iis opportunity for intervention, 
namely, that these disorders were of Emin Pasha’s creating and intended to serve as a 
pretext for subsequent operations. 

As I had the honour to telegraph to your Excellency yesterday, Peizi Bey has 
been appointed Kaimakam of Tliasos, his place at Kilkicli being tilled by the 
Kaimakam of Strumnitza. 

Eeizi Bey is reputed a Governor of considerable ability and strength of character, 
and has of late years been employed wherever there was trouble with the Bulgarians— 
first at Demir-IIissar, then at Ghevgbeli, and lastly at Kilkicli. 

I have, &c. 

, (Signed) A. SHIPLEY. 


Inclosurc 4 in No. 64. 

Vice-Consul Pccchioli to Acting Consul-General Shipley. 

(No 22) 

M. le Gfcrant, Car alia, le 29 Mai, 1902. 

KIEN de nouveau dans Pile de Tliasos. Le nouveau Gouverncur, Emin Pacha, 
n’occupe d’instituer dcs Tribunaux, des Conseils dans les villages: il administre, il 
gouverne. L’ancien Mudir, Mahmout Itifaat Bei, s’occupe de 1’administration du 
Yacouf, e’est-a-dire de l’encaisscment des dimes. Entrc cux, cependant, il y a la 
muraille de la Chine, et ils ne se font pas meme des visiles. 

On attend a Cavalla aujourd’liui lvairi Pacha, Intendant-General des V aeoufs de 
l’Egypte, qui passerait d’ici pour sc rendre ii Tliasos. Un factotum do Tliasos, du 
parti de l’ex-Gouverncur, m’a (lit aujourd’liui quo les troubles de Pile on Avril 
“etaient prepares par certaines personnes de Tliasos d’accord avec Emin Pacha, 
Gouverncur de Cavalla, pour provoquer ^intervention du Gouvcrneinent Ottoman.” Il 
m’a dit aussique l’ex-Gouverncur n’a aucune responsabilitc dans les desordres advenus, 
ct qu’il est tout-a-fait faux qu’un vieillard Thasiotte fut tue par ses mains. 

Ce petit discours m’a paru intentionncl pour le cas quo j’eusse une entrevue avec 
KuiriPaelia. 

Agreez, &c. 

(Signe) S. PECCHIOLI. 
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No. 65. 

The Marquess of Lctnsdowne to the Earl of Cromer. 

(No. 112 .) 

My Lord, Foreign Office, June 12 , 1902. 

I HAVE received your Lordship’s despatch No. 80 of the 2nd instant, trans¬ 
mitting the draft of a Khedivial Decree for the abolition of the octroi duties at Cairo 
and Alexandria, for which the assent of the Powers is requested by the Egyptian 
Government. 

_ You are authorized to inform the Egyptian Minister for Eoreign Affairs that His 
Majesty’s Government assent to the proposed Decree. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 


No. 66. 

Question asked in the House of Commons, June 30, 1902. 

Mr. Weir ,—To ask the Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs whether, in view of the 
fact that Egypt was under British control, be would state why the English 
language was nor used in the international tribunals. 


Answer. 

The international tribunals were constituted by an Agreement io which fourteen 
Powers were parties, and no change can be made in the arrangements under that Agree¬ 
ment without the consent of all the Signatory Powers, some of which would have to 
obtain the assent of their Legislatures. In practice, however, it is understood that 
little inconvenience is caused by the fact that English is not one of the languages 
officially sanctioned, and that translations of English documents are rarely required. 


No. 67. 

Question asked in the House of Commons, July 1, 1902. 

Mr. Weir ,—To ask the Under-Secretary for Eoreign Affairs, seeing that crime was 
increasing in Egypt, if he would say whether any effort was being made to bring 
about a modification of the Capitulations and a decrease of crime. 


Answer. 

The increase of crime reported in Lord Cromer’s despatch has occurred amongst 
the native population, and would not be affected in any material degree by the 
modification of the Capitulations. 


No. 68 . 

Sir F. Plunkett to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received July 14.) 

(No. 181. Most Confidential.) 

My Lord, Vienna, July 12, 1902. 

THE inclosed Memorandum respecting Moustafa Kamel Beg', an active worker 
against British interests in Egypt, has reached me privately from a thoroughly well- 
informed source, and I hasten to forward it to your Lordship herewith. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) F. It. PLUNKETT. 


[1527J 2 M 
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Inclosure in No. 68. 

Memorandum. 

MOUSTAEA IvAMEL BEG, Directeur proprietaire du journal quotidicn Arabe 
“ Al-Lewa,” paraissant au Caire, 28 a 33 ans; tres intelligent ct actif; parle fort 
bien le Eran^ais. A publie en Erancais, et incme dans dcs journaux Europeens, 
de nombreux Articles—sans compter ses brochures—contre la domination Anglaise en 
Egypte. 

C’est un des principaux faeteurs et, si l’on pout dire, la plume du mouvement 
anti-Anglais, secrhtemcnt appuye par le Khedive, dont Moustafa Kamel est—dans les 
coulisses—un des amis et confidents. Toutes les Cois que le Khedive vient en Europe, 
Moustafa Kamel se trouve a sa proximile et, sans etre ensemble, ils se voient souvent, 
le soir en general. II y a deux ans, a Vienne, ils se rcncontraient regulibrement dans 
les allees latdrales de “ Venedig.” 

fitant anti-Anglais Moustafa Kamel appuie de toutes ses forces la politique 
Panislamite du Sultan, aussi cst-il tres bien en Cour a Yildiz et a la Sublime Porte. 
Le Sultan lui a donne a difterentes reprises des marques de bienveillance: grade, 
decorations, et memo subventions pour son journal. Moustafa Kamel qui est, en 
Arabe, aussi bon orateur quo brillant ecrivain, a souvent tenu des conferences en 
Egypte sur PIslame, et les grands journaux Anglais, le “ Times ” en particulier, en 
ont toujours parle en detail. 

II est l'ami intime de Loutfi Beg, Consul Ottoman a Budapest, a qui il a apporte 
le portrait du Khedive, en reconnaissance des services que Loutfi Beg lui avait rendu 
il y a deux ans a Vienne et a Budapest, lors des negociations assez deiicates entre le 
Sultan et le Khedive, qui meneait, si le Sultan ne voulait pas le recevoir, d’aller faire 
un tour en Bosnie-Herzugovine. 

Moustafa Kamel trouve une certaine analogic entre la ^situation de l’Autrichc- 
Ilongrie en Bosnie-Herzegovine et cello de l’Angleterre en Egypte, ce qui lui dicte 
aussi son langage a regard de 1’Administration des provinces occup6es. 

Moustafa Kamel etaitj a Vienne, il v a une dizaine de jours, nmis n’y est demeurd 
que vingt-quatre lieures. Il est parti pour Constantinople sur l’invitation du 
Khedive, qui s’y trouve aussi, et il sera a Budapest le 8 Juillet. Il ira ensuite passer ses 
vacances, soit en Suisse, soit sur les bords du Bliin. 

Moustafa Kamel jouit dans le monde Musulman de beaucoup de credit et de 
consideration. 

British Embassy, Vienna [undated]. 


No. 69. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Mr. de Bunsen. 

(No. 231.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 16, 1902. 

THE Turkish Ambassador told me to-day that the attention of the Turkish 
Government had been attracted to Lord Cranborne’s answer on the 3rd June, to a 
question in the House of Commons, in which, replying to Mr. J. O’Kelly, lie described 
Egypt as a tributary State of the Turkish Empire in British military occupation. 

The Turkish Government thought this description inadequate. The connection 
of Egypt and Turkey depended upon other considerations as well as tho payment of 
tribute. They would be glad if wo could lake an opportunity of expanding Lord 
Cranborne’s statement. 

I said that Lord Cranborne’s answer seemed to me absolutely correct and quite 
sufficient for the purposes of a Parliamentary reply. We were in the habit of 
condensing such replies as much as possible. Eiffy or sixty questions were often 
addressed to Ministers in the course of a single evening, and if each of them was to be 
answered fully and exhaustively no time would be le!'! for tho ordinary business of 
the House. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 


Mr. de Bunsen to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received July 21.) 


(No. 331.) 

My Lord, Therapia , July 16, 1902. 

AS directed by your Lordship’s telegram No. 80 of the 14th instant, I informed 
the Grand Vizier yesterday, through tho Minister for Foreign Affairs, that questions 
of the nature of those which His Majesty’s Government are informed that His 
Highness has addressed to the Acting President of the Egyptian Council, respecting 
the use in the Soudan of tho British flag, should be addressed to His Majesty’s 
Government and not to that of Egypt. 

I added that the Egyptian Government had received from His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment, under these circumstances, the advice that it would not be necessary to reply 
directly to His Highness’ communication. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) M. DE BUNSEN. 


No. 71. 

Mr. Findlay to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received July 24.) 

(No. 69.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Alexandria, July 24, 1902. 

WITH reference to your Lordship’s telegram No. 4S, and my despatch No. 108 
of the 20th instant, I have the honour to state that Mr. Hogg, the officer of the 
Egyptian coast-guard who was soul to Solium, has now returned, and reports that he 
found the Turkish flag had been hoisted on the top of a hill opposite the anchorage, a 
small post of four men having also been established there. This post appears to be 
situated on the recognized line of frontier as defined bv your Lordship, and the 
Turkish authorities would seem not to have overstepped their rights in establishing it. 
Under these circumstances 1 venture to think that no further action is required on 
our part, but the vessels of the Egyptian coast-guard will pay occasional visits to 
Solium. 


No. 72. 

Mr. Findlay to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received July 28.) 

(No. 107. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Alexandria, July 19, 1902. 

A QUARBEL lias broken ont between Photios, the Patriarch of the Orthodox 
Greek Church in Egypt, and Germanos, one of his Bishops. As it is possible that 
one o’- other of the parties concerned may appeal to your Lordship for the support of 
His Majesty’s Government,it maybe as well that 1 should state the main facts of the 
case. 

When the last Patriarch, Soplironios, died, Germanos was Archimandrite of 
Alexandria, and claimed the right of carrying on the affairs of the Church during the 
interregnum, ilis claim was disputed by the “ Vicaire ” Tlicofani and a strong party, 
who finally succeeded—with the support of the Egyptian Government-—in calling a 
General Council, which elected the present Patriarch, Photios. 

Germanos was afterwards forgium for his hostility by Photios, who appointed 
him Bishop of Minieli with a fixed salary, which is most unusual in the Greek 
Church. Germanos has apparently continued to oppose aqd annoy the Patriarch in 
spite 1 of the benefits conferred on him by the latler, and Photios has now informed the 
Egyptian Government that, unable to hear tho misconduct of Germanos any longer, 
lie is about to depose him, and to pronounce an Ecclesiastical Decree expelling him 
from the country. The Patriarch further called on the Egyptian Government to assist 
him to carry out this Decree, appealing to the Eirman which governs the constitution, 
of his Church. 


J 
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It appears that Germanos has a bad record, having been expelled from an eccle¬ 
siastical post in Jerusalem previous to his arrival in Egypt. It is evident, however, 
that it will be unadvisable for the Government to mix itself up in ecclesiastical 
quarrels, and a precedent having been found for refusing to intervene, they have 
declined to give their support. As Photios professes to live in fear of personal 
violence from his recalcitrant Bishop, he has been afforded police protection. 

It is hoped that, through the Council of the Church, sufficient pressure may be 
brought to bear on Germanos to induce him to behave better in future. He appears, 
however, to be incorrigible. 

I have confined myself to urging moderation. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) M. DE C. FINDLAY. 


No. 73. 

Mr. de Bunsen to the Marquess of Lansdowne.-—(Received July 29.) 

(No. 342.) 

My Lord, Therapia , July 22, 1902. 

"WITH reference to Sir N. O’Conor’s despatch No. 218 of the 2nd ultimo, 
reporting the appointment of a Kaimakam for the Island of Thasos, I have now the 
honour to inform your Lordship that the “ Ikdam ” of the 17th instant announces the 
establishment of a Mutessariflik in the island and the appointment of Moussa Kiazim 
Effendi as Mutessarif. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) M. DE BUNSEN. 


No. 74. 

Question asked in the House of Commons, August G, 1902. 

Mr. Crenter ,—To ask whether the Khedive still paid annual tribute to the Sultan in 
acknowledgment of his sovereignty over Egypt, and, if so, to what amount; and 
whether any attempt had been or was being made to release Egypt from her 
position as a Suzerain State and to constitute her a Sovereign Power. 


Answer. 

The tribute annually payable by the Ivhedivc of Egypt to the Sultan is almost 
entirely pledged as security for the interest on various Ottoman loans. In the last 
Egyptian Budget the total sum payable is given as £ E. 665,041, of which £E. 664,820 
is paid as interest on loans The answei to the last paragraph is in the negative. 


No. 75. 


Mr. Findlay to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received August 11.) 

(No. 113. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Alexandria, August 5, 1902. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence on the subject of the dispute 
between the Khedive and the Sultan concerning the administration of Thasos, I have 
the honour to report that I hear on good authority that His Imperial Majesty has no 
intention of allowing the Khedive to recover control of the island. 

The Sultan has, however, promised to pay over the net revenue to the Khedivial 
Wakf. It appears oxtremely likely that llis Majesty may find it convenient to forget 
this promise to pay, and the Khedive is therefore in danger of suffering, not only in 
his pride but in his pocket, an exceedingly sensitive spot. 
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No. 72* 

Mr. Findlay to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received July 28.) 

(No. 108. Secret.) 

My Lord, Alexandria, July 20, 1902. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 67, Secret, of the 18th instant, I have the 
honour to report that information has been received by the Officer Commanding the 
Western District from Bedouins in confirmation of the statement of some Greek 
Captains, that “ Borg Suleiman ” and Solium were in the occupation of Turkish troops 
on the 9th instant. 

As Solium is a district, and there is no place of that name, it is possible that these 
Turkish posts may be at Bardieh, a port north of the anchorage of Solium, where 
there is a place marked Bir Islciman on the chart. They have occupied Bardieh 
before, but they have, I believe, abandoned it for some years past. 

The frontier itself is very vague at this point, but, from such information as^ I 
have been able to gather from the Intelligence Department of the Egyptian War 
Office, it appears to be generally considered to be the Jebel Solium which begins at the 
anchorage of Solium and runs in a south-easterly direction. I have marked this line 
red on the accompanying sketch map, which is copied from an Admiralty chart of 
1864. In this chart' the boundary marked is approximately the blue line in the 
sketch map. 

I have talked to Captain Hunter, commanding the Egyptian Coastguards, uho 
knows the district, and lie tolls me the anchorage of Solium is a fairly good one 
with 5 to jO tathoms ol watt r, and is WielU'rod from the north and nest, hut exposed 
to llie east. 

According to Captain Hunter,the district ot Solium is not valuable m itself, there 
being little or no population. 

A camel patrol was sent to collect information by the Officer Commanding the 
Western District on receipt of the reporl referred to, hut, as it seems desirable to 
ascertain at once exactly where the Turks are and what (lies are doing. Captain 
Hunter is sending Mr. Hogg in the Coastguard steam-ship “Abbas” to visit Solium, 
and to look in at Bardieh. Mr. Hogg has instructions not to land, and l)\ no moans 
to risk a collision with the Ottoman troops. He expects to return on Wednesday, 
when 1 shall have the honour to report to your Loidship the result of his expedition. 

It would appear desirable to watch closely Turkish movements in this quarter, as 
Air. Alvarez reports in his despatch No. 12 of the 28th June that the Governor of 
Benghazi, in conversation with him, was inclined to assert, on the authority of 
“ aueieut maps,” that the Egyptian boundary “ ran from a point to the oast ol ilas- 
alem-ltooin in a south-westerly direction.” Now this would include Mam Matroo 
(see sketch map), the most important point on the Egyptian coast-line west of 
Alexandria. 

Captain Hunter informs me that Marsa Matroo is an excellent harbour, which 
might he greatly improved by dredging. The district produces barley, and lovmerly 
supported a large population. There are also sponge fisheries of some value on the 
coast. 

If the Governor of Benghazi, in spite of his assurances to Mr. Alvarez (which 
seem to have been somewhat half-heartedly given), is placing posts in the Solium 
district, he may have some idea of raising a claim to the frontier-line marked on the 
“ancient maps” as beginning at Bas-alem-Boom. This would appear to be quite 
inadmissible from the Egyptian point of view. 

Unfortunately, the only known copy of the map annexed to the Firman given to 
Mohammed Ali is at Constantinople. lienee the doubt as to the frontiers of Egypt. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) M. DE C. FINDLAY. 


In closure in No. 72 . 

Rough Sketch Map of North African Coast from Ras-al-Mdlir to Ras-ulem-Room. 

[Not printed.] 
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One or two paragraphs have appeared in the native papers which draw their 
inspiration from His Highness, threatening the Sultan with British intervention if he 
does not promptly restore Thasos, No communication has, however, been made to me 
on the subject, nor does the recent conduct of the Khedive (who is at present 
travelling with hangers-on of the lowest character and our bitterest opponents) entitle 
him to hope that His Majesty’s Government will show any particular zeal in defending 
his personal interests. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) M. HE C. FINDLAY. 


No. 7(1 

Mr. Findlay to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received September ].) 


(No. 120.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 25, 1902. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of the 
9ix-monthly Report addressed to the Regent by the Commissioners of the Caisse de 
la Dette Publique, and published in the “Official Journal” ol‘ tin; 23rd instant, 
giving a statement of the situation of the 3 per Cent. Guaranteed Loan. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) M. DE C. FINDLAY. 


Inclosure in No. 76. 

Supplement an “ Journal Official” du 23 Aout, 1902. 


Caisse de la Dette Publique. 


Rapport adresse a son Excellence le Re'gent sur la Situation de I’Emprunt 
Gar anti 3 pour Cent. 


Excellence, __ Alexandria, le 15 Aout, 1902. 

D'AFRES notre dernier Rapport a Son Altesse le Khedive sur la situation de 
I’Emprunfc Garanti 3 pour Cent, le capital do ect omprunt, qui s’elevaif au l" Mars, 
1902, a S,255,700/., s’est trouve red nil a 8,23 1,700/. par suite do l’amortissemont do 
11,000/., figurant a l’Eiat (A) ci-annexe, amortissemeut effoctue fant avec la dotation 
semestriello qu’aveo los realisations des immoublcs catalogues, laissant un sohle 
disponible do £ E. 39 532 m. 

En consequence, la demi-annuitc fixe de 157,500/. se repart ira eomme suit le 
1" Sept ombre, 1902 :— 


123,220/. 10,v. pour le coupon; 

31,279/. 10s. pour l’amortissement. 

Conformemenf aux prescriptions du Dee rot du 27 Juillet, 1885, nous avons 
l’honneur de presenter a votre Exeellenee la situation a ee jour des ressources sur 
lesquelles la elite soinmo de 157,500/. (C E. 153,562 500 m.) doit el re prelevee. 

Elies s’elevent a C If. 1,91-7,772 148 m., savoir: 

1. E\cedent an 30 Avril, 1902, t‘. E. 517,195 195 in.; 

2. Versements open's depuis le 15 A\ ril dernier sur les revenus des Chemins do 
her, Telegraphes, <4 Fort d’Alevandrio et sur Fanuuite a la charge du Min is tore des 
Finance-., en vertu de 1’Articlo 3 du Deeret <!u 6 Juiu, 1890, 6 E. 31-3,121 676 in.; 

[1-A7J 2N 










Versements opdres depuis le l er Mai sur les recettes des sucres, douanes, tabacs 
et provinces affcctdes, £ E. 1,087,152 277 m. 

Lc surplus de £ E. 1,794,209 948 m., restc disponible pour les echeances des 
Dettes Privilegiec et Unitize des 15 Oetobre et 1" Novcmbre. 

Seront affectes a Famortissemcnt du l ,r Septembre prochain, conformement aux 
indications de l’Etat (B) ci-annexe:— 

£ E. m. 

1. Lo reliquat non cmplove lors de rnmorti>sement precedent, 

40/. 10s. 9(7... '.. .. .. .. .. 39 532 

2. La portion de la demi-annuite du l c ‘ Septombre, 1902, non 

absorbee par les inteivts, 31,279/. 1 Os. .. .. 33,422 512 

3. Le produit des realisations diverses figmnnt an dit Etat, 

15,409/. 14*. 6d. .. .. .. .. .. 15,024 480 

Total .. .. .. .. 48,486 52 1 

soit 49,729/. 15s. 3d. sera employe au remboursement do 1-9,700/. d’obligations 
ddsignees par le tirage au sort auquel nous avons procede le 14 Mai, 1902. 

II nous restera im solde en espbees de £ E. 29 024 m. a employer concurremment 
avec la dotation d’amortissement du prochain semestre. 

Nous prions, &c. 

Les Commissaircs-Dircctours, 

(Sign6) 13. ZEPPA. 

CECIL A. SPRING-RICE. 


(A.)— Etat des Amortissements effect lies pour la Scmestrialitd du 'l tr Mars, 1902. 


Ressourees. 


I £ E. in. 

Reliquat non employe lots de l'amortissement! 

precedent .. .. .. .. 50 38!) 

Portion de la demi-annuite du 1 cr Mars, 1902. 

non absorbee par les intends (33.331/. 10*.).. .12,822 887 

Realisation ties immeubles catalogues: i 

Recettes. —Recouvrements pen- £ E. in. 

dnnt les ]>remier et deuxieme 
trimestres 1901 sur les unites 
de 1900 etsur le.s aniens dtts 
pour ver.tes des annees ante- 
rieures,, .. .. 11,365 136 i 


Emploi. ^ 

} £ E. in. 

Anioitissemontdu l'’ r Miiis, l‘,i()2: j 

Reiul>ours(*nient au pair tit' I 

II,0(H)/. de litres sovtis au 
tirage du 3 Decembre, 1901 , 39,975 0 

. 1 

Solde disponible ’..I 39 532 


Dcpenses .—Part mise a la 
charge des biens catalogues 
dans les iVni-J de sen ice du 
bureau des immeubles libres 
do 1’Etat 


7,223 871 


,141 205 


Total 


.J 10,014 


532 


Total 


40,014 532 


£ 

Capital nominal de l’Emprunt Garanti au l 8r Mars, l!)02 .. .. 8,255,700 

Obligations amorties .. ,, .. .. .. .. 41,000 


Capital nominal au l" 1, Septembre, 1902 


8,214,700 
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(B.) — Etat des Sommes a affeeter a l’amortissement du 1" Septembre, 1902. 

£ E. m. 

Reliquat non employe lorB de 1’amortiBsement precedent (\oir Etat (A) ) 39 532 

Portion de la demi-annuite du l 6r Septembre, 1902, non absorbee par les 

interfet* (34,279/. 10s.) .. .. .. 33,422 512 

Realisation des immeubles catalogues: 

Recettes. —Recouvrements pendant les troisidme et £ E. m. 
quatrieme trimestres 1901 sur les rentes de 1901 
et sur les arrieres dus pour ventes des annees 
anterieures .. .. .. .. 23,174 768 

De'penscs. —Part mise a la charge des biens catalogues 
dans les frais de service du bureau des immeubles 
libres de I'Etat .. .. .. .. 8,350 288 

- 14,824 480 

Recouvrements sur les arrieres des droits et taxes dus u fin 1879 .. 200 0 


Total .. .. .. .. 48,486 524 


Cette soinmc est employee au remboursement au pair des obligations sorties au tirage 
du 14 Mai, 1902, d'un liiontant nominal do 49,700/., soit £ E. 48,457 500 n:. 

Le reliquat de £ E. 29 024 in. sera eompris dans I'amorti-semcnt du l ,r Mars, 1903. 


No. 77. 

Mr. Findlay lo the Marquess of Lansdoume.—(Received September 1.) 


(No. 121.) 

My Lord, Alexandria, August 25, 1902. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith a Report on the Nile flood for the week 
ending the 19tli August, which I have received from Mr. Webb, of the Egyptian 
Irrigation Department. 

Your Lordship will observe that ibis Report is of especial interest owing to the 
exceptional lowness of the river as compared with the worst recorded floods. 

Mr. Webb concludes that Lower Egypt is safe; that Middle Egypt has been 
saved by the closing of the now barrage at Assiout, which will thus probably pay its 
cost of £ E. 850,000 in one year; but that in Upper Egypt the position is most 
serious, and depends on the strength of the rise which is now commencing on the 
Blue Nile. A comparison with the Returns of Slmraki, or land which could not he 
irrigated, in former years when the flood was low, hut not so low as it uow is, is by no 
means reassuring. 

The one satisfactory feature of the situation is the enormous benefit conferred on 
the country by the new barrages, and the clear demonstration of the advantage gained 
by their rapid completion. 

I have. &e. 

(Signed) M. DE C. FINDLAY. 


Inclosurc in No. 77. 

Note on the Nile Flood o/1902— August. 


Week ending the 19///. 

THE last note gave iho sihiaiion up to the 12tli. The following Table gives a 
comparison of the same gauges up to the 19th; 1899 was a very low year, 1900 and 
1901 were years of good average floods. 
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Table I. 


Date. 

1899. 

Khartoum. 

1900. J 1901. 

1902. 

1899. 

Assouan. 

1900. } 1901. 

1 i 

1902. 

Mean of 
thiity \ ears— 
1873-1902. 






P. k. 

P. k. 

P. k. 

P. k. 

P. k. 

13th .. 

4-10 

6*01 

5*56 

4*48 

12 2 

i 15 12 

13 19 

8 23 

14 3 

14th .. 

4*20 

6*10 

5*70 

1*50 

12 8 

15 15 

13 22 

9 12 

14 9 

15th .. 

4*25 

6*10 

5*85 

4*50 

12 10 

1 15 15 

14 2 

9 18 

11 11 

10th .. 

4*45 

6*17 

5*89 

4*48 

12 3 

1 15 18 

14 11 

10 0 

1 1 14 

17th .. 

4*65 

6*27 

5*96 

4*45 

12 3 

16 0 

1 15 2 

10 5 

14 17 

18th .. 

4*70 

6*2,) 

.5*90 

1 * 89 

12 0 

16 8 

15 11 

10 10 

11 20 

19th .. 

4*95 

6*20 

5*90 

4 * 50 

1*2 0 

16 5 

15 19 

1 

10 11 

15 0 


The following Table gives a comparison of the Assouan gauges of this year with 
those of the tlnoe worst years of the past century. 


Table II. 


Date. 

187 

7. 

1888. , 

1899. 

1902. 

, tliii tv > cars— 
j 1873-1902. 




P. 

k. 

P. k. ' 

P. 

k. 

P. k. 

■ P. k. 

13 th 



11 

14 

13 8 

12 

2 

8 23 

14 3 

14th 


, . 

11 

20 

13 8 1 

12 

8 

9 12 

11 9 

15 th 



12 

5 

13 1 

12 

10 

9 18 

14 11 

16 th 



12 

19 

12 20 i 

12 

8 

10 0 

14 14 

17th 



13 

0 

12 17 

12 

3 

10 5 

| 14 17 

18th 



13 

2 

12 17 

12 

0 

10 10 

j 14 20 

19 th 



13 

7 

12 19 

t 

12 

0 

10 14 

15 0 


The areas of Sharaki were as follows:— 

Kcddans. 
901,000 
200,000 
221,000 


1877 

1888 

1892 


At Khartoum .—It will lie seen from Table [ that the Khartoum gauge lias been 
practically steady throughout the week, and now stands 45 centim. below that of 
1S99, and T70 and T46 metres respectively below those of 1900 and 1901. A rise 
has now commenced due to reported rains from Rosaries and Seminar; the final nature 
of the flood must depend on the strength of this rise. Unless the rise at Khartoum 
within the next week or ten days is very rapid and strong, the flood must inevitably 
bo extremely low, and probably the lowest ever recorded. Whatever the rise may be 
it is feared that a low Hood must result, as it seems almost impossible for the present 
low gauges to rise to those of an ordinary year. 

At Assouan .—Tabic II shows that the gauge at Assouan is the worst ever recorded. 
Further comment is unnecessary : the Table speaks for itself. 


The present Situation. 

Lower Egypt .—Owing to the Delta barrages (lie situation is good. Rotations are 
still necessary in the second circle, but with the supply now passing into the canals 
they are not severe, and it has been tumid possible to relax (hem in the ease of rice 
irrigation. 

Middle Egypt .—The situation in the Sofi tracts dependent on the Ibrahuniyah 
Canal, and in the newly converted basins of flic Assiout and Minia pros inees, was 


f 

I 


certainly becoming very serious, until the Director-General of Reservoirs was 
instructed to close the Assiout barrage, which he successfully did under his own 
personal supervision on the 15th. This barrage is now doing splendid work, having 
raised the level in the Ibrahimiyah Canal 1-50 metres. It has undoubtedly saved the 
situation in Middle Egypt, and will go a long way towards paying for its original cost 
of £ E. 850,000 in the present year. It is probably the first timo that a barrage of 
this description has been fully closed down during a flood in any river in the world. 
East Gizeh will probably he almost all “ Sharaki.” 

Upper Egypt .—Water entered most of the basin canals between the 12th and 15th, 
but in such small volume that practically no irrigation has been effected. With the 
present low levels the situation in the Provinces of Keneli and Girga is most serious, 
and unless the rise now taking place on the Blue Nile is exceptionally strong, a very 
large area must inevitably remain unirrigated. All possible measures will be taken to 
diminish the area of “Sharaki,” but, unless there is water to manipulate, very little 
can be done. In such a flood the situation could only be saved by the construction, of 
two barrages, similar to the new Assiout barrage, in the Esnch and Keneli districts. 


Conclusion. 

In Lower Egypt there is no cause whatever for anxiety. In Middle Egypt the 
Assiout barrage has saved the situation. In Upper Egypt the position is most serious. 
Whether the flood will eventually be extremely low or only low depends on the 
strength of the rise now commencing on tlie Blue Nile. 

(Signed) A. S. WEBB. 

August 20, 1902. 


No. 78. 

Mr. Findlay to the Marquess of Lansdowne. —(Received September 5.) 

(No. 73. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Alexandria, September 5,1902. 

I HAVE received confidential information, from a trustworthy source, to the 
('fleet that M. Barois, at present French Member of the Board of Administration of the 
Egyptian State Railways, will succeed M. Louis as French Commissioner of the 
Public Debt. Your Lordship is doubtless aware that M. Cogordan is to be succeeded, 
as French Agent in Egypt, by M, LaboulinKre. 


No. 79. 

Mr. Findlay to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received September 12.) 

(No. 75. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Alexandria, September 12, 1902. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 73, I hear that M. Benoit, the former 
Acting French Resident in Tunis, will probably he the new Erench Commissioner on 
the Caissc de la Dotte. 
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No. SO. 

Mr. Findlay to the Marquess of Lansdmvne.—(Received September 22.) 

(No. 135.) 

My Lord, Alexandria, September 14, 3902. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith a Report which 1 have received from 
Mr. Webb, Acting Head of the Irrigation Department, on the subject of the Nile flood. 

Your Lordship w r ill observe that some improvement has taken place; that the 
Assiout Barrage is continuing to do splendid work; and that, on the whole, this year’s 
flood will probably resemble that of 1899. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) M. DE C. EINDLAY. 


Inclosure in No. 80. 

N de on the Nile Flood of September 1902, week ending the 9th. 

THE last note gave the situation up to the 2nd. The following Table gives a 
comparison of the Khartoum and Assouan gauges for the present year and the three 
previous years. In 1S99 the flood was very low; 1900 and 1901 were years of good 
average flood. 

Table I. 



Khartoum. 

Assouan. 


1900. 

1901. 

1902. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

1902. 

Mean of 
30 years. 




■ 


p. k. 

p. k. 

p. k. 

p. k. 

p. k. 

September 3 

4 • 93 

5-If. 

I 

5 '23 

13 20 

15 14 

15 8 

12 20 

16 0 

„ 4 

4-93 

5 • 13 

'.-ik 

5-27 

13 22 

15 8 

15 Hi 

12 20 

16 l 

„ 5 

4-86 

5 • OH 

■ 

5 • 27 

13 20 

15 2 

15 22 

13 1 

16 2 

„ 6 

4-78 

5-10 

5 • 94 

.5-27 

13 18 

15 0 

10 1 

13 9 

16 1 

„ 7 

4-70 

5*31 

5 • 88 

5 • 28 

13 15 

14 22 

Hi 1 

13 12 

16 1 

8 

4-75 

5 • 35 

5*91 

5 •33 

13 13 

14 17 

15 22 

13 12 

16 0 

„ 9 

4*82 

5 ■ 39 

5*95 

6-40 

13 9 

14 12 

15 21 

13 10 

16 0 


The following Table gives a comparison of the Assouan gauges of this year with 
those of the three worst years of the past century. 

Table II. 


Date. 




1899. 

1902. 

Mean of 30 years, 

1873-1902. 


p. k. 

p. k. 

p. k. 

p. k. 

p. k. 

September 3 

13 3 

14 8 

13 20 

12 20 

16 0 

„ 4 

13 1 

11 9 

13 22 

12 20 

16 1 

„ «*) 

Hi 1 

14 8 

13 20 

13 1 

Hi 2 

„ « .. 

13 1 

14 8 

13 13 

13 9 

Hi 1 


13 2 

1 110 

13 15 

13 32 

Hi 1 

„ 8 

i; o 

l 1 12 

13 13 

13 12 

10 0 

9 

12 21 

l 1 13 

13 9 

13 10 

i 6 0 


The areas of Shaiaki were a*- follows :— 

I\ fuLtuv. 

In 1877 .. .. .. .. ‘lOl.DOO 

In 1888 .. .. .. ii'H',000 

It. 1899 .. .. .. .. .. 221,000 


4 
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No. 80*. 

The Earl of Cromer to the Marquess of Lansdowne. —(J Received September 28.) 

(No. 76.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, September 28,1902. 

IT would be convenient if the War Office would communicate to us soon the 
decisions of the Commission which sat to consider conditions under which British 
officers are for the future to serve in the Egyptian army. 


[ 1527 ] 


*_> O* 


143 


At Khartoum .—As anticipated, there has been little improvement on the levels of 
the previous week, and the maximum of 5’40 has now probably been reached. The 
levels, however, have been fairly constant, which is the most satisfactory feature of the 
whole flood, and lias certainly considerably improved the situation. The flood will be 
very low, very much like 1899, but several days later. 

At Assouan .—The levels have now improved, but the maximum will probably just 
fall short of 14 pics. Here, again, the continuous levels, which must naturally follow 
those of Khartoum, will greatly benefit the basin irrigation and bo of immense use to 
the dliurra crops later on. This is the one encouraging fact throughout the flood, and 
may help to decrease the large area of Sharaki, which must in any case occur. 

The Atbara, which has completely failed throughout the flood, has given a little 
water during the past two days, causing a rise of 15 cents, at Berber. 


- The Present Situation. 

Lower Egypt.— Good. The Delta barrages are still being regulated on, and are 
doing excellent work; the head is now a little over 1 metre, which, at this stage of 
the flood, is most unusual. 

Middle Egypt. —The basin irrigation is backward, but there is no cause for anxiety. 

The Assiout Barrage is still fully closed, the bead being D30 metres. With the 
larger volume passing, the action on the down stream has increased, but the work is 
standing well and rendering excellent service. 

Upper Egypt. —Owing to the better levels at. Assouan, there has been an improve¬ 
ment in the basin irrigation, which there is reason to think will continue. The 
situation is less grave than before, but still bad, and a large area must remain 
unirrigated. In East Gfiizoh the situation has also improved, but is still bad; West 
Gizeh will be saved by the Assiout Barrage and the Sohagiyeli Canal. 


Conclusion. 

The continuous levels in the White and Blue Niles and the slight rise in the 
Atbara have improved the situation. The maximum gauges are now nearly reached, 
and a fall may be anticipated. The flood will be very low, and a large area will be 
left unirrigated, though less than Avas anticipated up to the last week. 

(Signed) A. L. WEBB, 

Acting Under-Secretary of State. 

Cairo, September 10, 1902. 


No. 81. 

Sir N. O’Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne. — (Received September 29.) 

(No. 416.) 

My Lord, Thtrapia, September 21, 1902, 

I HAVE the honour to report that the Khedive arrived in Constantinople 
yesterday by Orient Express from Divomie. He was received at the station bv 
Marshal Shakir Pasha, Head of the Sultan’s military household, and at once proceeded 
to Yildiz Kiosk, where he was entertained at luncheon by His Majesty. 

I deputed Mr. Eitzmaurice, Acting First Dragoman, to present, in the customary 
manner, my respects to Tlis Highness on ins arrival. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 
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No. 82. 

The Earl of Cromer to the Marquess of Lamdowne.—(Received October I 6.) 

(No. 79.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, October 16, 1902. 

I HAVE to-day sent the following telegram to His Majesty’s Ambassador at 
Constantinople :— 

“ Confidential. 

“The Ivliedive, who has just returned, appears to he highly dissatisfied at 
the treatment he has received from the Sultan. I gather from information which has 
reached me from various sources that it is possible that His Highness may before long 
make representations to me with the object of obtaining British intervention in 
connection with the affairs of Thasos. Would your Excellency inform mo whether, 
from the point of view of the situation at Constantinople, you entertain any 
special opinion as to the line of action which it would be advisable to adopt in this 
contingency ? 

“ I have repeated this telegram to the Marquess of Lansdowne.” 


No. 83. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to the Earl of Cromer. 

(No. 54.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, October 17, 1902. 

I HAVE received your Lordship’s telegram, No. 76, of the 28th instant, relative 
to the conditions for the employment of officers in the Egyptian army, and I have 
pressed the War Office for a decision. 

The question has been under consideration by a Committee. A lleport has been 
submitted to the Secretary of State for War, and to the Commander-in-chief, and the 
Treasury is now being consulted. 

The result should be known shortly and I will communicate it to you. 


No. 81. 


Sir N. O’Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received October 27.) 

(No. 467.) 

My Lord, Therapia , October 21, 1902, 

x I HAVE found it difficult to answer Lord Cromer’s Confidential telegram of the 
16th instant respecting Thasos, which he was good enough to repeat to me, in the 
compass of a reasonable telegram, and as the matter is not very urgent, I beg to be 
allowed to do so by the King’s messenger who is leaving to-morrow. 

Previous to the Khedive’s departure from Constantinople on the 9th instant, His 
Highness spoke to me of his difficulties in connection with Thasos. He said that he had 
desired to discuss the question with the Sultan, but that Ilis Majesty had found an excuse 
for putting off' every appointment made with this object, and, in fact, had only received 
him after a religious ceremony, when he was sure business would not be discussed. 

His Highness said that he had come here principally in the hope of settling this and 
a minor matter connected with the appointment of a new Turkish Agent (Kapon Kehaia), 
hut that he was forced to leave without having succeeded with either. 

His Highness considered that the Firmans granting the Island of Thasos as a “ Vakouf ” 
to his ancestor, Mehemet Ali, had conferred upon him the practical proprietorship, 
although not the absolute sovereignty, of the island, that the Administration, Tribunals, 
Customs, and gendarmerie, &c., had been carried on by Egyptian officials till within a 
short time ago, and that the Firman or title-deeds, which, unfortunately, had been burned 
in a conflagration at Cairo, confirmed this ownership, which was, moreover, strengthened 
by ninety-five years full enjoyment of the rights and privileges now claimed by him. All 
be asked was that the matter should be carefully examined on both sides, and that if his 


145 


claim was not well-founded, it should be disproved by the production of the original 
documents and other proofs. Instead, however, of complying with his request, the Sultan 
had suddenly and arbitrarily, on the spurious plea of some local disturbances got up by the 
Mutessarif of Kavalla, on the mainland close by, dispossessed the Egyptian functionaries 
and gendarmes, seized the Customs and public offices, and announced that the administra¬ 
tion of the island was taken over by the Imperial Government. He had retained his 
police, but thev had lost their authority, and even his private factories and telephone¬ 
lines had been interfered with, and the materials of the latter seized for the construction 
of houses for the Turkish officials. His Highness said that he had sent a message to the 
Sultan, through His Majesty’s First Secretary, that lie was anxious to discuss the matter 
amicably, hut that as he would not allow him to do so, it only remained for him to settle 
the question in some other way. 

His Flightless added that he was giving me these details merely “ a titre d’information,” 
but lie did not ask for any advice, nor did I offer any beyond saving that I thought he was 
well advised in continuing to retain his gendarmes in the island, as it was not unlikely 
that the inhabitants would in time resent the exactions and misdeeds of the Tmkish 
functionaries and gendarmes, whose salaries were sure to fall into arrear, and who would 
endeavour to recover them by mulcting the people. 

Flow far the Khedive’s claims and pretensions are justified by Firmans and docu¬ 
ments I am, of course, unable to give an opinion. At the same time, there can be little 
doubt that the action of the Sultan has been thoroughly arbitrary, that he has made up 
his mind to deprive Flis Highness of his administrative and proprietary rights on the 
strength of his sovereignty, and to leave him nothing beyond the produce of a scanty 
“Vakouf.” A “Vakouf” is, unfortunately lor lIts Highness, a religious endowment 
peculiar to Mussulmans, and dependent in a certain degree upon the will and good 
pleasure of the Caliph. Therefore, any foreign interference with its statutes and limitations 
and exercise will probably be resented by the Sultan more than if it were a purely secular 
question. On the other hand, it is certain that if the Khedive does not succeed in 
obtaining outside support, he will, without further inquiries or formalities, be deprived of 
all those privileges which his House has now enjoyed quietly for nearly 100 years, and to 
which His Highness evidently attaches great importance as an interesting and personal 
inheritance from his ancestors. 

His Highness spoke with great bitterness of the scant courtesy shown to him by FI is 
Majesty during his visit, and, 1 understand, he also enlarged upon "his grievances with the 
Russian Ambassador, who called upon him, in company with JVI. Maximow, on the eve of 
his departure for Egypt. 

I see in the papers that the laying of the foundation stone of the barracks destined 
for the Turkish garnson of the island took place on the 12th instant, and that a Com¬ 
mercial Tribunal lias been constituted under the temporary Presidency of the Correctional 
Court. 

I also hear that several mining engineers have lately been sent by the Palace to 
report on the mining capabilities of the island, and it is possible that, if the reports prove 
satisfactory, the Sultan may grant a mining Concession to some foreign subject whose 
Government will he interested in protecting his interests as against the Khedive. 

In conclusion, I beg to say that if His Majesty’s Government make up their mind 
that, for political and other reasons, it is expedient not to refuse an appeal lor assistance 
which they may receive from the Khedive, I see no particular objection to informing the 
Subiime Porte that His Majesty’s Government cannot be indifferent to any arbitrary and 
unjust action which would deprive His Highness of his legal and prescriptive rights over 
the island as consecrated by their enjoyment during nearly a century. 

The matter has gone so far that it maj, and possibly will, not produce any very 
definite result, but at any rate it will he a sort of caveat, which will steady the Sultan’s 
ambition, or, more probably, the pecuniary greed of the Palace satellites who have, doubt¬ 
less, urged His Majesty to his present course. It will also, in a certain degree, establish 
an Egyptian lien over the island, whatever may be the immediate consequences. 

It is needless to say that the interference of Flis Majesty’s Government in the question 
will he particularly disagreeable to the Sultan. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 
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No. 85. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to the Earl of Cromer. 

(No. 57.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office , October 30, 1902. 

I HAVE received your Lordship’s telegram No. 79 of the 16th instant, relative 
to Thasos. 

A despatch from Sir N. O’Oonor, No. 467 of the 21st October, containing his 
comments on the subject, will be forwarded to you by bag to-morrow. 

It will be better that you should not volunteer advice if the Khedive does not 
refer to the question. 

In the event, however, of His Highness asking for the good offices of His Majesty’s 
Government, I see no objection to your telling him that they are ready to urge the 
Sultan.to accord a full inquiry into the extent of the Khedive’s rights over the island, 
and to desist from measures of expropriation until the conclusion of such an inquiry. 


No, 86. 

The Earl of Cromer to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received November 24.) 

(No. 156.) 

My Lord, Cairo, November 13, 1902. 

I HAVE the honour to report that M. Eellet, a French Judge, who was President 
of the Mixed Court of Appeal, has resigned. The circumstances undei which two 
French Judges sat on the Court of Appeal, whilst all the other Great Powers have been 
only represented by a single Judge, gave rise to a lengthy correspondence in the years 
1886-1889. I. need only refer your Lordship to a letter addressed by the French 
Consul-General to the Minister for Foreign Affair*, on the 25th January, 1889, a copy 
of which is herewith inclosed. In this letter, the French Government definitely 
renounced any right to require that, on M. Beliefs retirement, another French Judge 
should be named in his place. 

Some other Judge, however, must be appointed, as the work of the Courts 
necessitates the adoption of this measure. The Egyptian Government hold, quite 
rightly, as I venture to think, that the selection rests with them. Their only object is 
to secure the best man. A letter has, therefore, been written to the President of the 
Mixed Courts, asking him and his colleagues to suggest some Judge, now in the Court 
of First Instance, for promotion to the Court of Appeal. 

The only condition laid down is that the individual chosen must be of a nationality 
not already represented on the Court of Appeal. The German Consul-General is 
anxious to secure the nomination of a second German Judge, and, having failed in this 
attempt, is disposed to challenge the right of the Egyptian Government to make the 
selection without consultation with the Powers. This view T believe to be quite 
untenable. I inclose Mr. Mcllwraith’s opinion on the point at issue. I doubt whether 
the German Government will address your Lordship on the subject. 

Should they do so, l venture to think that the action of the Egyptian Government 
should be strongly supported, not only because, generally, it is desirable to resist 
encroachments by the Powers on the attributes of the Egyptian Government as defined 
by law, but also because it is most objectionable that any Power should be represented 
by more than one Judge on the Court of Appeal. If any Power secures a double 
representation, it should be Great Britain. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) CROMER. 


Tnciosure 1 in No. 86. 

M. d'Aubigny to Zuljikar Pasha. 

Agcnce el Consulat-Gene'ral de France en Egypte, 
M. le Ministre, le Cube, Ic 25 Janvier, 18S9. 

LE Gouvernement de la Rdpublique, desireux d’arriver a une entente pour le 
renouvellement de la pdriode des Tribunaux de la Rdfonne et de choisir un terrain de 
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concilation pour faciliter cette entente, me charge de proposer a votre Excellence un 
arrangement dans les termer suivants:— 

“ Le Gouvernement Frangais reconnait le principe d’dgalite de representation de 
toutes les Grandes Puissances dans les Tribunaux Mixtes. 

M. Bel let restera en fonctions a litre personnel et le Gouvernement de la 
Republique ne revendiquera pas l’obtention de son sidge taut que ce principe sera 
observe 

Le Gouvernement Frangais ne reclamera I’exercice du droit que lui donne la 
Convention du 25 Septembre, lh/4, d avoir un representant du Ministdre Public que quand 
la reorganisation du Parquet, aura ete accomplie par voie d’accord international. 

“ Le Gouvernement Francais aura droit le l cr Fevrier, prochain h un Conseilier 
titulaire nomme en vertu de FArticle V du Reglemcnt d’Organisation Judiciaire.” 

J’ai l’espoir que le Gouvernement Khedivial, anime d’un esprit de conciliation, 
voudra bien accepter cet arrangement, et je prie votre Excellence de vouloir bien me faire 
connaitre, le plus tot possible, la resolution qui aura old prise h ce sujet. 

Des que j aurai obtenu I’Agrement du Gouvernement Khedivial, j’adhereiai sans 
retard a 1’Annexe (D) et k la prolongation pour cinq ans des Tribunaux de la Reforme. 

Veuillez, &c. 

(Signd) L. D’AUBIGNY. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 86. 

Opinion by Mr. Mcllwraith as to the selection of Judges on the Egyptian Mixed Court of 

Appeal. 

THE legal aspect of this matter appears to me to be as follows :— 

Article 3 of the Statute of Judicial Organization for mixed suits in Egypt, definitely 
approved by the Powers after long negotiations and several International Commissions, 
provides : “ There shall be at Alexandria a Court of Appeal composed of eleven Judges, 
of whom four shall be Egyptians and seven foreigners.” 

Article 5 regulates the manner in which they are to be appointed, and provides: 
“ The appointment and choice of the Judges shall rest with the Egyptian Government; 
but, in order to obtain a satisfactory guarantee of the qualifications of the persons whom 
it shall choose, the Egyptian Government shall communicate unofficially with the 
Ministers of Justice abroad, and shall only appoint persons who have obtained the assent 
and authorization of their own Government.” 

Therefore, as far as the terms of this Statute are concerned, the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment would appear to he periectly free to compose the Mixed Court of Appeal and 
Tribunals of such foreign Magistrates as it might choose to appoint, subject only to the 
reservation stated as to the necessity of insuring the requisite guarantees concerning 
the capacity and morality of the Judges to be appointed. This conclusion would, 
however, be erroneous, for in the course of the negotiations a certain number of Powers 
made their acceptance conditional on the Egyptian Government undertaking to appoint 
one of their subjects as a Judge and another as a Substitut of the Procureur- 
General. As regards the Court of Appeal, the question was raised for the first time by 
Italy. 

On the 24th February, 1875, Nubar Pasha wrote to Count Barbolani, the Italian 
Minister: tc . . . . N’ayant done sur ce point aucun engagement, Son Altesse, ndanmoins, 
mon cher Comte, trouvera toute naturelle, la question que votre Excellence me fait 
l’honneur de m adresser. Je n’ai done aucune difficultc, et je suis autorisd par Son 
Altesse a faire connaitre sur ce point les intentions formelles de Son Altesse qui sont de 
composer les Tribunaux de Premiere Instance de Magistrats choisis, dans les formes 
indiquees dans le projet, parnxi les Magistrats des petites Puissances du Nord et d’engager 
pour la Cour d’Appel un Magistrat dans ehacun des pays qui ont pris part a la Com¬ 
mission Internationale du Caire . . . .” 

On the 1st March, 1875, Count Barbolani took formal note of these declarations' 
and added: “. . . . Mon Gouvernement m’ordonne de remercier Son Altesse le 
Khedive des declarations contenues dans votre lettre du 24 Fevrier dernier; car dans la 
pensde du Cabinet de Rome, ces declarations compldtent les conditions essentielles qui 
l’ont ddcidd a accepter le projet de la Rdforme Judiciaire.” 

I be Egyptian Government became, therefore, formally bound to choose one 
" Conseilier ” from the subjects of each of the Powers represented at the Cairo 
International Commission. These Powers were seven in number (America Austria 
[1527] 2 Q 
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France, Great Britain, Germany, Italy, and Russia), and since the number of the 
foreign Conseillers of the Court of Appeal had been fixed by Article 3 above quoted 
at seven, the Court thus became composed exclusively of Judges belonging to the Great 
Powers. 

It was never, however, intended that there should be no power to increase this 
number, if necessary. On the contrary, Article 4 of the Statute expressly provided : 

“ The number of the Judges of the Court of Appeal, and of the Tribunals of First 
Instance, may be increased if the Court of Appeal declares an increase necessary for the 
due administration of justice, provided that no alteration is made in the fixed proportion 
of Egyptian to foreign Judges.” The Egyptian Government is, therefore, free to 
increase the number of the foreign “ Conseillers,” with the assent of the Court, on the 
sole condition that the proportion between the foreign and native Judges shall not be 
affected. The Government is not obliged to choose such now Magistrates irom any 
particular Power, and it would be impossible to invoke any diplomatic agreement 
or arrangement, whether collective or individual, susceptible of being interpreted as 
having made the Court of Appeal the exclusive domain, as it were, of Judges belonging 
to the Great Powers. 

There have already been several applications of Article 4 of the Statute. Thu*’, in 
1884 the Government appointed, with the assent of the Court, MM. Bellet and 
Antoniadis. It is true that M. Bellet was a Frenchman, but he was not appointed in 
that capacity, but simply as an individual, precisely in the same way as M. Antoniadis, a 
Greek Judge, not, therefore, a subject of one of the Great Powers. 

More recently, in 1900, the Government and the Court agreed to create a further 
post for a foreign “ Conseiller,” and this post was given to M. Vercamer, a Belgian 
Magistrate. 

It may, however, be objected that in two instances the Egyptian Government has 
had recourse to the Powers in order to modify the composition of the Court. That may 
he admitted. In 1890, as the result of a Technical International Commission, the 
Government submitted to the Pow'ers a draft Decree modifying Article 3 of the Statute 
above referred to, and which provided as follows: “There shall be at Alexandria 
a Court of Appeal consisting of thirteen Judges, four natives and nine foreigners, 
of whom eight shall belong to the nationality of one of the following Powers : Germany, 
Austria, France, America, Great Britain. Greece, Italy, and Russia;” and by a further 
Circular of 1900 the Ministry of Foreign Affairs again submitted to the Powers the 
same project, with some minor modifications. 

The object of this Decree was twofold. In the first place, whilst preserving the 
privileged situation attained by the Great Powers, to confer upon Greece, by reason of 
the large number of Greeks in Egypt, the right to stand upon the same footing as the 
Great Powers, and, in the second place, to create the post of a “ Conseiller Collectif ” 
for the small Powers, unrepresented in the Court. In other words, the normal and 
obligatory composition of the Court would have been modified, but the right of the 
Government, with the assent of the Court, to make iresh nominations, “ h titre 
personnel,” remained unaffected. 

No special importance, need, however, be attached to this project, since it did not 
obtain the assent of all the Powers, and was accordingly never promulgated. 

I am consequently of opinion that whilst the Egyptian Government is obliged, 
under the engagements it has undertaken towards the Powers, to always maintain in the 
Court of Appeal one “ Conseiller ” belonging to each of the Great Powers, its right, 
under Article 4, to create, with the assent of the Court, and for the necessities of the 
judicial service, new posts, has never been in any way alienated or curtailed, and it is 
under no legal obligation to any Power, or to all of them, to choose its nominees 
for such posts from any particular nationality. 

(Signed) MALCOLM McILWRAITH. 

Cairo, November 12, 1902. 


No. 87. 

The Karl of Cromer to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received December 8.) 

(No. 165.) 

My Lord, Cairo, November 29,1902. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 156 of the 13th instant, I have now the 
honour to forward a copy of a correspondence between the Egyptian Government and 
the Court of Appeal at Alexandria. 
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Your Lordship will observe lhat the Government asked the Court to suggest 
“ two or three Judges ” now serving in the lower Tribunals, from whom a selection 
might he made to till the place on the Court of Appeal left vacant by the resignation 
of M. Bellet. 

The Court replied by sending in one name only, that of M. Larcher, a Portuguese. 
M. Larcher will accordingly be nominated. 

I fear that the selection will give umbrage to the Spanish Government, who, as 
your Lordship is aware, have for long wished to he represented on the Court of Appeal. 
This is much to he regretted, but I see no means by which it could have been 
avoided. 

If, as I had rather hoped, the Court had put forward two names, of which one 
Spanish, the Spaniard might have been selected. As, however, they did not adopt this 
course, the selection of M. Larcher became inevitable. From all I hear, I have no 
doubt that, from the point of view of efficiency, M. Larcher is the best amongst the 
candidates available for selection. 

I would suggest that a copy of this despatch be sent to Madrid. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 87. 

M. Korizmics to Ibrahim Fouad Pasha. 

M. le Ministre, Cour d’Appel Mixte, Alexandrie, le 3 Novembre, 1902. 

LA determination quo M. le President Bellet a prise do resigner ses fonctions de 
Conseiller prds la Cour d’Appel, a place celle-ci dans une situation difficile, en la 
privant, du jour au lendemain, du concours d’un Magistrat qui, par sa precieuse 
collaboration et ses hautes connaissanees juridiques, a eon tri bud pendant taut d’annees 
a assurer la bonne marche du service et a accdldrer l’expddition des affaires. 

Je crois superflu de devoir insister sur la part quo M. Bellet a prise a nos travaux 
et sur les services qu’il a rendus a restitution de la rdformc ii laquelle il a, pendant 
vingt-cinq ans, consacre toutes ses forces et toute son activity. 

Si, precisement en raison de ses qualitds exceptionnelles, ce n’est point une tache 
facile de donner un successeur d’egal mdrite a M. Bellet, il n’est que plus necessaire et 
urgent de porter le nombre des Magistrals etrangers de la Cour au nombre de dix, 
qu’ils comptaient sous sa prdsidcnce. 

En effet, la creation d’un dixidme postc de Conseiller ddcretde en 1895, en 
permettant a la Cour d’affecter cinq Magistrals etrangers a cliaque Cliambre, l’a mise 
en mesure de mieux organiser lc service, de former deux Chambrcs parfaitement 
distiuctes, de mettre un termc aux inconvdnients resultant du roulement des 
Magistrals, et de tenir chaquc Mardi une troisidme audience, desservie alternativement 
par la Premidre et la Deuxidme Chambre. 

La temie de cette audience supplcmentaire a permis a la Cour d’activcr la solution 
des affaires. 

Sans qu’il soit necessaire de remonter plus haul, dans les trois annees qui ont 
precede l’annde judiciairc 1895-90, la Cour ne jugeait on moyenne que 520 affaires 
par an. 

Depuis qu’elle sidge le Mardi, d’une manidre assidue, le nombre des affaires jugdes 
a de beaucoup augmente. 

La statistique accuse en effet pour les six avant-dernidres annees judiciaires une 
moyenne de 633 affaires, et pendant l’armec qui vient d’expirer, la Cour en a 
jugd 700. 

La Cour est done d’avis qu’en raison des exigences du service, le nombre des 
dix Conseillers dtrangers devrait etre maintenu; autrement elle se verrait dans la - 
necessity, au grand prejudice des interets des justiciables, de supprimer l’audionce du 
Mardi. 

Eu egard aux considerations qui preeddent, la Cour, aux termes de la deliberation, 
prise dans son assemblee gendrale du Samedi dernier, considdre Corn me un devoir 
de signaler au Gouveruement de Son Altesse, en conformite de l’Article 4 du Titre I 
du Rdglement d’Organisation Judieiaire, la udeessitd de combler lc vide qui vient de 
.se produire dans son sein, et de nommer, en remplaeement de M. Bellet, un nouveau 
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Conseiller, remplissant les conditions de capacite youlues, afin qu’elle puisse efficace- 
ment compter sur son concours et continuer a rendre la justice dans les memes 
conditions et avec les mimes elements que par le passe. 

Veuillez, &c. 

Le Vice-President de la Cour, 

(Signd) A. KORIZMICS. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 87. 

Ibrahim Fouad Pasha to M. Korizmics. 

Ministere de la Justice, le Caire, 

M. le Vice-President, le 13 Novembre, 1902. 

J’AI l’honneur de vous informer que le Gouvernement, appreciant a leur juste 
valeur les considerations exposees par votre rapport du 3 courant, a decide le 
remplacement de M. Bellet. 

Desirant que le nouveau Conseiller soit a merne, par la connaissance du pays et 
de la legislation Egyptienne, de prefer a la Magistrature Mixte un concours utile, 
le Gouvernement reserve le poste a un des Juges des Tribunaux Mixtes de Premiere 
Instance. 

Pour plus de garanties, quant au clioix qu’il a a faire, il croit devoir s’eclairer de 
l’avis de la Cour d’Appel Mixte a ce sujet. 

J’ai, en consequence, l’honneur de vous prier, M. le Vice-President, de vouloir 
bien demander a la Cour de nous indiquer deux ou trois Juges de Premiere Instance 
lui paraissant le plus dignes de la promotion, et appartenant h. une nationality autre 
que celles des Conseillers qui composent aetuellement la Cour. 

Veuillez, &c. 

Le Ministre, 

(Signe) IBRAHIM EOUAD. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 87. 

M. Korizmics to Ibrahim Fouad Pasha. 

M. le Ministre, Cour d'Appel yiixte, Alexandrie, le 20 Novembre, 1902. 

EN rdponse ii la lettre que votre Excellence a bien voulu m’adresser le 13 
courant, j’ai l’honneur de porter a sa connaissance que j’ai saisi la Cour de la question 
relative au clioix du Magistral appele ii occuper le si6ge devenu vacant .par la retraite 
de M. le Conseiller Bellet. 

La Cour, apr&s deliberation, a en premier lieu designe M. Larclier, Juge au 
Tribunal d’Alexandrie, qui, par ses services, son experience, et son ancicnnete, rdunit, 
a son avis, le plus de titres a l’avancement qu’il s’agit de decider. 

Pour ce qui est dela presentation d’un ou de deux autres Magistrats, j’ai le regret 
d’iniormer votre Excellence que la Cour, sans meconnaitre les melites des autres 
Magistrats, n’a pas pu, en vue d’unc dgalite parfaite des droits, se mettre d’accord sur 
la designation d’un autre candidat. 

Veuillez, &c. 

Le Vice-President do la Cour, 

(Signd) A. KORIZMICS. 















